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Director Kathryn Bigelow talks 
about The Hurt Locker, the Iraq 
war drama that’s also the sum- 
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Kathryn Bigelow is the director of Point 
Break, the Keanu Reeves flick about 
bank-robbing surfers that SEE editor 
Paul Matwychuk routinely calls “the 
greatest film ever made.” But she’s 
gaining a new level of critical respect- 
ability with her latest film, The Hurt 
Locker, the almost unbearably tense 
tale of a bomb disposal unit in 2004 
Baghdad. SEE talked to Bigelow about 
the film for this week's cover story, and 





managed to keep the Point Break ref- 
erences to a minimum. 

If The Hurt Locker isa film about 
explosions, then the lead story in our 
Front section Is about implosions — 
specifically, last week's embarrassing 
meltdown of the Alberta Green Par- 
ty. But as Angela Brunschot leamed, 
things might not be so bad for envi- 
ronmentalists as they appear. 

Maybe this kind of environmental 


infighting is the reason why we aren't 
all driving electric cars by now. In any 
case, Maurice Tougas wonders why 
we've made so little technological 
progress since the moon landing 40 
years ago. And in Music, Sean Joyner 
speaks with Brett Miles about the car 
wreck that left him voiceless. As Miles 
explains, it wasn't-long ago that sing- 
ing in public again seemed as impos- 
sible as walking on the moon, 
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66 EITHER IT WAS COMPLETE INCOMPETENCE 


ON THEIR PART, OR THIS WAS THEIR 
INTENTION ALL ALONG. 





NEWS PROVINCIAL POLITICS - BY ANGELA BRUNSCHOT 1958 words 


“This Has Been Just A Circus” 


THE GREEN PARTY GETS DE- 
REGISTERED AS TWO FACTIONS 
FIGHT OVER FINANCIAL 
DOCUMENTS AND LEADERSHIP 





After leading the Alberta Green Par- 
ty for only 10 months, Joe Anglin has 
acquiesced to an Elections Alberta 
decision to de-register the party. 

The feisty ex-Marine from rural 
Alberta says he was unable to file the 
proper financial documents because 
the former executive of the party re- 
fused to hand over the paperwork. 

“This has been just a circus,” he 
says, “dealing with a bunch of wing- 
nuts.” 

But David Crowe, the former chief 
financial officer and a.player in the 
Alberta Green Party since 1988, 
flat out rejects Anglin’s accusation, 
saying he provided everything the 
Greens needed to comply with the 
law in the form of an electric file. 

The breakdown in the Alberta 
Green Party has been brewing since 
Anglin took over the party as interim 
leader at a bizarre annual general 
meeting last fall. The meeting was 
held in Anglin’s riding of Lacombe- 
Ponoka, where he had garnered 
huge support for a Green Party can- 
didate. (Much of his popularity can 
be tracked to his having exposed 
Energy and Utilities Board spies dur- 
ing a meeting of concerned landow- 
ers fighting a power line.) Anglin 
brought about 200 supporters to the 
meeting. Then-leader George Read 
fled, met with his executive in the 
parking lot, and declared the meet- 
ing closed. 

But inside, Anglin continued the 
meeting, where he was elected in- 
terim leader. 

“They think it was a coup. I call 
it politics,” he says. “In the end, de- 
mocracy is about numbers.... We 
organized to a level they had never 
seen before. They were defeated long 
before we reached the meeting.” 

While Crowe admits leaving the 
meeting was a bad idea, he insists he 
did everything he could to reconcile 
the two factions, and that he did in- 
deed provide all the financial infor- 
mation that Anglin needed to file a 
full report with Elections Alberta. 

“There's only two explanations,” 
he says of the de-registration. “Ei- 
ther it was complete incompetence 
on their part, or this was their inten- 
tion all along.” 

Anglin says the same thing of the 
old executive, claiming that they were 
not ready for the expansion the party 
was about to undergo, and wanted to 
keep the Green Party as their own 


Defunct Party | Joe Anglin, seen here on a quarter of land five miles west of Rimbey, Alta., might 


private club. In other words, if they 
couldn't have it, nobody could. 

Edwin Erickson, a former Green 
candidate and the deputy leader for 
a very brief time under Anglin, left 
the party after taking one look at the 
party’s financial papers. 

“When I saw the cardboard box 
full of garbage, there was no way | 
was going to be CFO and try to make 
an honest report,” he says. “I’m not 
going within 10 miles of that situa- 
tion. I want to accomplish something 
politically in this province, and you 
don't hang out with a bunch of losers 
if you want to get anything done.” 

And the recriminations don’t stop 
there. Anglin also spreads blame to 
the federal party, and leader Eliza- 
beth May. “I think Elizabeth May 
could have saved this whole thing,” 
he says. “This small group of peo- 
ple are die-hard loyalists to May.... 
All she had to do was put her foot 
down.” 

If that’s the case, says Crowe, she 
did it without speaking with anyone. 
“I was actually quite disappointed,” 
he says, “that no one from the fed- 
eral party phoned us to offer their 
sympathies or any wise words. I had 
zero contact with the federal party.” 

The federal Green Party is staying 
out of the situation, and would not 
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comment on Anglin’s statements or 
the de-registration. 

David Parker, a former provincial 
Green Party leader and regular can- 
didate for Edmonton-Centre, also re- 
mained neutral, saying neither side 
was willing to compromise after the 
September meeting. But he did point 
to the party's weak constitution as 
one reason Anglin was able to take 
over so abruptly at the fall meeting. 
Despite the damage, Parker says the 
meeting was a wake-up call pointing 
to the need for better organization 
in the future. Crowe agrees that the 
constitution was maybe too “simple” 
for a political party. 

“Those are tough lessons for a 
party that was trying to do things dif- 
ferently, to do things by consensus,” 
he says. “That's a fact of political life. 
You might be the Green Party, but 
you still need a solid constitution.” 

Even if people like Parker and 
Crowe are able to recreate a party 
around Green values, they are still 
fighting an uphill battle. University 
of Calgary political scientist David 
Taras says the Greens have already 
been squeezed out of the province's 
political landscape by people like Al- 
berta Liberal leader David Swann. 

“What's the effectiveness of a pro- 
test party, when their policies have 


be the last leader of the Alberta Greens. PHOTO BY CHAD HIPOLITO/RED DEER EXPRESS 


| NEWS BRIEF « BY ANDREW PAUL 


| STRATHEARN - PUBLIC ART 

NEW WALL PAINTING 

| 

| Anew mural unveiled last Sunday brings 
new life to a building with a dark past. 

| “This building was a derelict building,” 

| says real estate agent Joe Clare. “It housed 

| prostitutes, drug addicts, and a fencing 

operation about 10 years ago. | bought it 
under foreclosure.” 

| Clare felt that he owed it to the neigh- 
bourhood to bring a little colour to the drab 

| comer at 9206-95 Ave 

Six months ago, he contacted Vancouver 

| painter James K-M after the idea to create 
a 256-foot-square mural came to him in an 

| early-morning vision. 

“| woke up.in the morning and saw these 
colours kind of oozing out of the building in 
my mind's eye,” Clare says, “and then it sort 

| of manifested itself into a kind of a mural.” 
K-M was more than eager to get on board 

and spent the week prior to the unveiling 

bringing the mural to fruition with the help 

| of the community, including six workers 

| Clare hired from Bissell Centre to scrape and 

| prep the wall. 

The painting is a larger version of a 
previous work of K-M's titled Free Rain that 

| depicts raindrops moving in four directions. 

However, the artist doesn't mind if his audi- 

ence reaches a different conclusion. “People 

see bicycle chain links, other people see 
bones and some see tribal masks,” he says. 

Strathearn residents have taken kindly to 
| the mural. “There's been all of this natural 
spontaneous reactions from ‘wow’ to ‘oh my 
god,” he says. 
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been adopted by the Liberals and the 
NDP?” he asks. “By continuing to 
exist, they actually do damage to the 
environmental movement.” 

The absence of the Green Party 
could change the political landscape 
for the next election if Green voters 
do move over to the other opposi- 
tion parties, and the vote isn’t split. 
“If you add four per cent to David 
Swann,” Taras says, “things are good 
for the Liberals.” 

But at this point, the Greens are 
not droping out entirely. Both Anglin 
and Crowe will continue to organize 
ahead of the next provincial election, 
although it’s very unlikely they will 
work together. Crowe will attempt to 
reorganize a party with Green values, 
but he intends to do so outside of the 
society that was set up as a holding 
phase after the party's de-registra- 
tion. 

Anglin, meanwhile, insists he’s 
personally still in the game, and says 
he will run in the next provincial 
election, perhaps as an independent, 
with the Wildrose Alliance, or some 
other new party. : [ 

“Tl work with anybody to improve 
this government and the way we | 
govern ourselves,” he says, including 
in his purview everyone from Brian 
Mason to Ed Stelmach. 
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We Won The Space Race, But Lost Our Ambition 





OQUTSIDEPOLITICS MAURICE TOUGAS 

IF THE U.S. SENT A MAN TO 
THE MOON 40 YEARS AGO, WHY 
CAN'T GOVERNMENTS TODAY 
BUILD AN ELECTRIC CAR? 





I'm feeling kinda old this week. 
This past Monday marked the 


40th anniversary of the first moon ; 


landing. As I watched the old foot- 
age and reading the recollections of 
people who were there, it dawned 
on me that most people alive today 
have absolutely no memory of this 
colossal achievement. Canada’s me- 
dian age (half above, half below) is 
39.5 years. To so-called “young peo- 
ple” — even people who are 40-45 
years old, which isn’t all that young 
no matter how much you may tell 
yourself it is — the moon landing is 
ancient history, no more relevant 
than the Cuban missile crisis or the 
Second World War. 

That makes me feel old, because 
1 was 13 years old when Apollo 11 


landed on the moon. Like millions of 
boys, I was a major space fan. I had a 
huge model of the Saturn V rocket in 
my room. (Yes, I know, very nerdy.) I 
avidly followed all of the flights in the 
newspaper (I still have the newspa- 
pers from Apollo 13, the mission that 
almost didn’t make it) and on TV. I 
watched the first moon landing at a 
cabin at Sylvan Lake, where we were 
on holiday, on a puny TV with lousy 
antenna reception, this being in the 
pre-cable era. To be honest, | could 
barely see it. If you think those fa- 
mous pictures look ghostly now, just 
imagine how they looked on an old 


The laptop I’m writing on, the Xbox 
or Wii or Nintendo you've been play- 
ing some pointless videogame on for 
months, your TV set, probably your 
freaking refrigerator, has more com- 
puter power than what was available 
to NASA four decades ago. Think 
about this for a minute. NASA sent a 
manned rocket to the moon, landed 
it, and brought it back with technol- 
ogy barely better than a GPS. It’s the 
20th-century equivalent of building 
the pyramids. (The difficulty of pull- 
ing off this technological feat with 
puny computer power is one of the 
reasons conspiracy wackjobs cite 


all time, but it is earthbound, posed 
no risk to anyone’s life or limb, and 
just kind of evolved over the course 
of time. The journey to the moon 
began in 1962 with John F. Kennedy 
committing the U.S. to landing a 
man on the moon and bringing him 
safely back to earth. A target was set 
and reached. And what a target. 

Kennedy himself put the enormity 
of the moon shot in perspective dur- 
ing his famous “We choose to go to 
the moon” speech: 

“But if I were .to say, my fellow 
citizens, that we shall send to the 
moon 240,000 miles away ... a gi- 





THE LAPTOP I'M WRITING ON ... YOUR TV SET, PROBABLY YOUR FREAKING 
REFRIGERATOR HAS MORE COMPUTER POWER THAN WHAT WAS 
AVAILABLE TO NASA FOUR DECADES AGO 





rabbit ears and a black-and-white TV. 
Even though the picture was as clear 
as the view from a mud-splattered 
windshield, we were still watching 
TV live from the moon! It was totally 
awesome before the time people used 
the term “totally awesome.” 

To those of you who grew up post- 
moon landing, for whom huge com- 
puter power is considered a right, let 
me put the achievernent of the moon 
landing into some perspective. 


as evidence that the moon landing 
was faked. These people are very, 
very sad.) 

You know something else that's 
really amazing? The greatest tech- 
nological achievement in the history 
of humanity occurred 40 years ago, 
and has not been topped since. Can 
you name something more impres- 
sive than the moon landing? I can't. 
Yes, the Internet is one of the most 
amazing and important creations of 


ant rocket more than 300 feet tall ... 
made of new metal alloys, some of 
which have not yet been invented, 
capable of standing heat and stresses 
several times more than have ever 
been experienced, fitted together 
with a precision better than the fin- 
est watch, carrying all the equipment 
needed for propulsion, guidance, 
control, communications, food, and 
survival, on an untried mission, to 
an unknown celestial body and then 


return it safely to earth, re-entering 
the atmosphere at speeds of over 
25,000 miles per hour, causing heat 
about half that of the temperature of 
the sun ... and do all this — and do 
all this and do it right and do it first 
before this decade is out — then we 
must be bold.” 

Where is that boldness today, that 
visionary thinking? Why can't we 
make a workable electric car? Why 
can't we devote the same resources 
to renewable energy? To combating 
global warming? Kennedy said we 
(meaning Americans, still the only 
people who can pull off something 
like a moon landing) are going to the 
moon simply because it is there, and 
they did it. 

Now we're faced with enormous 
genuine future-of-the- 
planet stuff. Now more than ever 


problems, 


we need someone to throw down the 
technological gauntlet, set a goal and 
a timeline, and do it. 

Hey, if we could land a man on the 
moon 40 years ago using Coleco 
technology, there should be nothing 
we can't accomplish today. 


Maurice Tougas is the former 
Liberal MLA for Edmonton- 
Meadowlark. 

mauricetougas @live.com 
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| NEWEST CHARACTER... 


Sarah. 


Can a moose-huntin’ MILF from Alaska 
run for vice president, and then 
suddenly quit being governor? 


You betcha! 


Years in the making! 


You adored Bruno! 
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Under the guise of this implausible 
character, Baron Cohen deconstructs the 
American political system! 
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McCain was clueless... 


Can you believe Katie Biden had no idea 
and so punk’d! 
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eo And coming this Christmas, Sacha Baron Cohen’s next movie: “Glenn Beck”! 
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Here's To An Invigorating Storm 





HIDDEN NINJA FISH GRIWKOWSKY 
MOTHER NATURE'S SHOW ON 
SATURDAY NIGHT CREATED 
UPHEAVAL, BUT AT LEAST IT 
WAS ELEMENTAL 





As far as places to party during a 
blackout go, you could do worse than 
a candle shop. While the lightning, 
unsettling air pressure, and weird 
colours invaded our skies Saturday 
night, a small gathering of us cel- 
ebrating a birthday were positioned 
centrally in the post-electricity 
Whyte meltdown. 

Above, the swirling claw fingered 
menacingly along. It began with a 
bright explosion — on the street, I let 
out a whoop of excitement. At that 
very moment, the lights went away 
with an audible snap, a thrilling little 
coincidence which gave me the wal- 
nuts to declare myself leader, to take 
toll and start mentally dividing up 
the available fine cheeses and fleetest 
women. The Brie in the back cooler 
never had a fucking chance. Two of 
our noblest went out in search of D 
cells to keep the music alive, return- 
ing bone-soaked, laughing and suc- 
cessful. 

Outside, moving west, an overdra- 
matic, tattooed rush of man bim- 
bos scurried by with their shrieking 
blondes, their fauxhawks savagely 
whipped flat as the hail pelted electri- 


cally down into the darkened corri- 
dor. Without the cues of lights within 
the buildings, the suddenly unfamil- 
iar structures became two-dimen- 
sional walls — a Death Star trench 
that extended across blocks, topped 
jaggedly as terrified pigeons huddled 
under exterior ducts. I have yet to see 
the usual neighbourhood hares 

Police took position on the corner 
of Calgary Trail and Whyte, their pri- 
mary lights cutting long and brilliant 
into the reflecting road. The cops 
would yell now and then with voices 
that too went straight down, bogged 
by wet gravity as the sky flashed 
by its own schedule. Off the black 
Street, as you've certainly seen, 20-, 
30-, 50-year-old poplars and elms, 
birches, and even the odd pine made 
it all the way to that night in their un- 
demanding lives, then were casually 
snapped like chopsticks — cheap and 
disposable 

Extreme-by-name K-Days proved 
as easy to shovel free of humans as a 
sidewalk of slush. Cars were crushed, 
trains delayed, and all the rest you've 
heard about in the expanding my- 
thos that reminded us of that after- 
noon tornado back in 1987, which I 
watched on TV in Yokohama, Japan 
while calling home to see if our house 
was (hopefully) ruined. 

I spent most of Sunday sawing my 
arms raw with the rest of the wood 
grubbers — “vultures,” as one yelling 
cyclist hilariously called us. These 
included a prominent local photog- 
rapher I'll leave nameless, who mor- 
selled a fence-crushing elm for fire- 
wood as we picked choice boughs for 
future capitalistic ventures, destina- 
tions honestly global. A survey run 








edster’scictionary 


micronews 


LOCAL VOCAB - BY TRENT WILKIE 


NOUN - A form of journalistic shorthand even more monosyllabic and 
to-the-point than Twitter.“News at the top of the hour is bad. Sports are meh. 
Weather is poop and stocks are derr. This has been your five-second micronews 


information tidbit.” 


normalmoratorium 

NOUN - A two-hour window starting at midnight on July 24, 2009, during 
which Canadians are expected to act abnormally. “When the normalmora- 
torium was in effect, things didn’t change too much, surprisingly. People did act 
different then they ordinarily would, but everyone just switched roles. | guess 
that just means there's no such thing as normal to begin with. Why, yes, that is 
the head injury speaking.” 


realitycollision 


NOUN : Anintrusion of large natural forces upon constructed everyday life 
that reminds society who's actually in control. “There were all these people 
wearing skull tattoos walking around with shirts with fake blood on them or 
driving around in their powerful trucks. Then Mother Nature swooped in and 
us whose bitches we really are. The storm was such a realitycollision.” 





check out new vocab every week 
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for totem pole candidates Monday 
showed extensive damage all over our 
almost-green-in-July city, eight-foot 
aluminum air systems at the foot of 
condos with telltale windshield glass 
pooled around in evidence. Shredded 
leafstalks everywhere turning brown 
in the gutters. And down in Emily 
Murphy Park, the total destruction 
of several immense mammoths, bent 
and snapped and making way for a 
new generation as is the fate of all 


ee eae cp i 
bourhood, PHOTO BY FISH GRIWKOWSKY 


living things. But nonetheless mov- 
ing in their twisted wake, broken- 
backed rather artistically, the science 
of fracture and cleavage, destined 
eventually to be reduced to decora- 
tive chips and, eventually, dust 

Not bad as far as emergencies go 
— invigorating and recyclable, really. 
Talk of “almost tornadoes” meaning- 
less nonsense in a world with only 
one single fate and no possibilities 
for the past diverging. If you need 


__the front 





wood, now is the time. It’s every- 
where. Compare this to collapsing 
downtown streets in Calgary, Olym- 
pic moral freakouts in Vancouver 
and a civil strike in Toronto that has, 
pleasantly enough, unmowed parks, 
but they surround putrid skating 
rinks festering with mountains of 
suburban garbage. 

The cities may be falling apart now, 
but at least ours is doing it “natural 


style.” 
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WEEK IN REVIEW 


QUOTE OF THE WEEK 


; rT 4 MY JOB IS TO REPRESENT THE 


VIEWS OF MY CONSTITUENTS. 


—TURFED FORMER PROGRESSIVE CONSERVATIVE 
MLA GUY BOUTILIER, CANADIAN PRESS 





OUR COMMENT ON THIS WEEK’ S NEWS 





ALBERTA- POLITICS 


CANADA ECONOMY — 


IT'S NOT OVER YET 





JULY 16, 2009 | 1:24:26 PM | PHOTO BY IAN JACKSON 


Judy Korschow, a patient in the Mazankowski Alberta Heart Institute, 
is surrounded by members of the media touring the new facility. 


BY THE NUMBERS 








| CANADA- DEMOGRAPHICS: 


PAY ATTENTION TO PENSIONS 


COUNTINGOURGREYHAIRS — 


PROJECTED WORLD POPULATIONS OVER 651N 2040 
SOURCE: “AN AGING WORLD,” NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF AGING, MARYLAND 





EDDIE, YOUR WEAK SPOT IS SHOWING 


As we're not privy to the internal discussions | 
of Ed Stelmach's caucus meetings, we're 
not going to try to comment on what kind 
of “team player” Fort McMurray MLA Guy 
Boutilier is. 

From a voter's perspective, we know from 
speaking with people in Fort McMurray that 
they have concerns about health care for the | 
elderly, as do many Albertans. } 

What's puzzling is that Stelmach has an 
overwhelming majority, and no need to go 
to the electorate for another mandate for 
the next three years. Can't he afford a little 
dissent in the ranks? 

But wait, there's one vulnerability we're 
forgetting: as PC malcontent Ken Chaprnan 
has pointed out, Stelmach will face a PC 
leadership review at the next annual general 
meeting this fall, which means he has to 
show he's the Big Man In Charge. 

Not the best way to govern, but perhaps a 





solid strategy for staying in power. 


10 + July 23 — July 29, 2009 - see magazine - edmonton 


According to two recent Statistics Canada 
reports, Canadians bought more home reno- 
vation products recently to take advantage 
of the federal tax breaks, and consumer 
prices are coming down. 

Along with recent predictions from Sheryl 
King, chief economist and strategist at 
Merrill Lynch Canada, that the economy 
will grow by 10 per cent this year, you'd 
think we were out of the woods. But there 
are many factors to consider. First off, the 


| feds are running a $50 billion deficit. We 
| certainly supported the decision to invest 


in infrastructure, but the bill will have to be 


| paid. Also, as we say in the next editorial, our 


aging population may present a significant 
tax burden in the future. 
And remember that this is a global reces- 


| sion. Just because more Canadians are buy- 


ing paint and stucco doesn't mean that the 
United States, our biggest trading partner, 
will suddenly demand more cars and cattle. 


finance ministers are meeting with the feds 


| tokickstart discussions on pension reform. 


For years the “sandwich generation” has 
been warned about the coming onslaught 
of responsibility as the older generation 
| leaves the workforce, and requires financial 
and medical support. 

Many Canadians are not saving enough, 
| company pensions have dwindled, and 
| the recession hit retirement savings hard. 
| Ottawa and the provinces should start 
| planning now, before we are hit witha 
demographic tidal wave. 

However, basing any future plan com- 
pletely on encouraging or matching personal 
retirement savings will leave the most 
vulnerable Canadians out in the cold. For 
those on a low income, saving even $100 a 
month is an unreachable goal. Bumping up 
the Old Age Security payments should be 


| 

In Calgary this week, a group of provincial 
| 

| 








considered alongside personal savings plans. 
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FOOD - FTALIAN - BY MICHAEL HINGSTON (716 words 


Pasta By The Kilometre 


ITALIAN CENTRE SHOP 
OFFERS A HUGE SELECTION OF 
FOODSTUFFS, IN AN EQUALLY 
CAVERNOUS SPACE 





ITALIAN CENTRE SHOP 
5028-1044 St, 989-4869 
10878-95 St, 424-4869 





After last week's excursion to 7 
Heaven and its modest selection of 
Ethiopian spices and breads, I was 
prepared for the rest of this series 
on ethnic grocery stores to focus 
on similarly intimate shops around 
the city. Thanks to a recommenda- 
tion from an intrepid fellow Twit- 
terer, however, I instead found my- 
self scrambling for a parking spot in 
front of the massive, 16,000-square- 
foot Italian Centre Shop just off Cal- 
gary Trail on 51 Avenue. 

Now, I’m as easily irritated by huge 
stores as the next person, but with 
the generous selection and competi- 
tive pricing this independent, family- 
owned shop offers, in this case may- 
be bigger is simply better. 

The location on 104A Street, which 
opened almost exactly three years 
ago, is an expansion from the origi- 
nal Italian Centre Shop, which has 
operated out of Little Italy since 1961 
Like its predecessor, the south side 
store has an ample deli and produce 
section, with entire aisles devoted to 
pasta, olive oil, coffee, and chocolate. 
Along the walls are tall black-and- 
white prints of photos taken in and 
around the original store since the 
1960s. By the checkout there are 
crates of Osoyoos apricots, cherries, 
and several different types of pepper. 
(These items vary with the season; 
at Christmas and Easter you'll find 
sweet cakes in their place.) 

There’s also an in-house cof- 
fee shop called Spinelli’s Bar Italia, 
named after founder Frank Spinelli, 
who died in 2000. The café serves 
both drip and specialty coffees, using 
the Caffé Kimbo beans that are also 
available for sale inside, as well as a 
selection of lovingly crafted pastries 
from the bakery. 

Co-manager Joe Antonucci showed 
me around during a bustling Satur- 
day morning, pausing only to vigour- 
ously greet some regular customers 
and help others track down some 
hard-to-find ingredients. Antonucci 
worked his way up from being an all- 
Purpose stock boy at the Little Italy 
location 13 years ago, and now looks 
over his store — he’s been here since 
the opening in 2006 — with unmis- 
takable pride. There’s so much se- 
lection that I asked him to pick out 
some of his favourite items. 

We started in the bakery, which 
has recently expanded its scope and 
now serves a variety of freshly baked 
breads in addition to lavish pastries 
and cakes. Antonucci recommends 


the calabrese buns (three for $0.99), 








the multigrain boule ($2.98), or the 
thick, pagnotta ($3.49), 
which he says feeds “four guys like 


circular 


me, or 10 normal people.” 

As mentioned above, Italian Cen- 
tre Shop offers full aisles of Italian 
staples like pasta and olive oil — and 
that is not an exaggeration. For good 
old spaghetti, Antonucci swears by 
De Cecco brand noodles ($2.29 for 
a 500g package), as they don't lose 
their integrity when cooked. In the 
next aisle he shows me grapeseed oil, 
good for frying fish, and the potent 
tartufo (truffle) oil, which can add a 
strong mushroomy punch with only 
a drop or two. At the end of the aisle 
is a glass cabinet, in which the high- 
end balsamic vinegars, aged any- 
where between five and 15 years, sit 
under lock and key 

In the back corner there's a fair se- 
lection of produce, including some 
unusual fruits and vegetables, like 
rapini (also called Italian broccoli), 
dragonfruit, Mexican cherimoya, and 
fresh figs. 1 was drawn to the cactus 
pears ($1.49 per pound), green and 


as Quantities | talan Cente Shop offers a huge selection, for which you'll have to brave the parking lot. PHOTO BY IAN JACKSON 


purple ovals with little indents dotted 
on their thick skin. Once properly 





EVENTS 


1-MINUTE OF REAL LIFE VIDEO CONTEST ART GALLERY 
OF ALBERTA, #100, 10230 JASPER AVE., TO AUG 2 Create a 
one-minute video response to one of three themes: real life, 
real baby or real family. Info: www.artgalleryalberta.com. 
ARTS MARKET CARROT COMMUNITY ARTS COFFEEHOUSE, 
9351-118 AVE. Artists and artisans from the community and 
beyond, sharing unique gifts with local flavour. Every Sat 
From 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Info: www.thecarrot.ca, 

BEHIND THE SCENES: TOURS OF THE PROVINCIAL AR- 
CHIVES OF ALBERTA PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES OF ALBERTA, 
8555 ROPER RD., JUL 25 See the vaults where the records are 
stored and the conservation lab. Doors at 10 a.m. info: www. 
culture.alberta.ca/archives. 

CAPITAL EX NORTHLANDS AGRICOM, 7515-118 AVE., TOJUL 
26 Annual event features entertainment, rides, family fun, 
shopping and more. Info: www.capitalex.ca. 

EDDIE BUS TOURS VARIOUS LOCATIONS, VENUES CHANGE, 
TOSEP7 Edmonton's hop 


on hop off sightseeing tours 


opened, they taste as subtly sweet as | 


watermelon, and stained my fingers 
bright purple. 


The store’s deli is similarly extrav- | 


agant, with over GO types of meat, 
100 cheeses, 
ive available. 


and 25 varieties of ol- 
Antonucci says their 
in-demand items here are the parma 
prosciutto ($49.98 for a kilogram) 


and the piave and provolone cheeses | 
($29.98 and between $16.98 and | 


$36.98 respectively per kilo). He of- 
fers me a half-baguette sandwich for 
the road, heartily stacked with three 
kinds of meat and provolone. It’s de- 
licious, and while it retails for $7, I 
will spend the next two days trying 
to finish the thing. 

Nothing equivocal about it: 
seriously considering switching 
to Italian Centre Shop for at least 
some of my groceries. The staff is 
friendly and knowledgeable, and the 
prices are reasonable — plus they've 
got six different kinds of Turkish 
Delight. 


I'm | 


| 





Info: www.eddiebus.com 
EDMONTON GHOST TOURS 
WALTERDALE PLAYHOUSE, 10322-83 
AVE. Meet in front of the rescuer 
statue next to the Walterdale play- 
house. Tickets: $5. Mon-Thu at 9 

p.m. June 22 until August 20. Info: 
www.edmontonghosttours.com, or 
phone 780-289-2005, 

EDMONTON IN THE PAST RUTHER- 
FORD HOUSE, 11153 SASKATCHEWAN 
DRIVE, U OF A CAMPUS, JUL 26 Experience 
1915 Rutherford House tours as part of Historic 

Edmonton Week. info: 780-427-3995. 

ENERGY SERVICES SUMMIT SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE, 
9797 JASPER AVE., JUL 24-25 Discussions on the challenges 
and opportunities facing energy services. Info: www. 
energyservicesummit.com. 

FARMERS MARKET ALBERTA AVENUE COMMUNITY 
CENTRE, 9218-N18 AVE. Every Thu, year round. Doors at 2 p.m. 
FREE FAMILY ART NIGHTS NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE, 
9704-111 AVE. For Parents and children up to 17. Every Thu. 
Doors at 6:30 p.m. Info: 780-474-7611 

HOMEWARD TRUST EDMONTON: BOARD RECRUIT- 
ING VARIOUS LOCATIONS, VENUES CHANGE, TOJUL 31 
Not-for-profit organization that provides leadership and | 
fesources towards ending homelessness, requires interested 
candidates able to commit 8-10 hours permonthonboard =— | 
activities. Info: britchie@homewardtrust.ca or phone | 
780-944-5701. | 
PANCAKE BREAKFAST GREENWOOD INN AND SUITES, 
4485 GATEWAY BLVD., JUL 23 Doors at7a.m.Admissionby | 
donation in support of Alberta Council of Women’s Shelters. 
REXALL EDMONTON INDY REXALL SPEEDWAY, KINGSWAY 
AVENUE & 121 ST., JUL 24-26 Tickets: www.ticketmaster.ca, 
SPANISH IMMERSION SUMMER CAMPS GOOD NEWS 
CHURCH, #2, PRIMROSE BLVD., TO AUG 14 Ages 4-12 Info: 
www.escint.com, or phone 780-640-6012 | 
SWING DANCE AT SUGAR FOOT STOMP ORANGE HALL, 
10335-84 AVE., TO JUL 30 Beginner lessons followed by 
dance. Every Sat. Doors at 8 p.m. 

TAROT CARD READINGS THE HAT, 1025] JASPER AVE, TO 
AUG 14 Doors at? p.m. 

TASTE OF EDMONTON CHURCHILL SQUARE, TO JUL 26 
Features dishes from over three dozen local restaurants. 
Doors: 11.a.m. tol p.m. daily. 

USED BOOK SALE DOWNTOWN FARMERS MARKET, 104 
JASPER AVE,, JUL 25 Presented by Project Adult Literacy 











Society(PALS). Doors at 9. a.m. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED HAWRELAK PARK, 9330 GROAT 
RD,, TO JUL 30 For the Ukrainian Pavilion at the Edmonton 
Heritage Festival. Info: 780-474-5386, 

WEM ADVENTURE CAMP WEM, 8882-170 ST, TO AUG 

28 Weekly from July 6 to August 28 for ages 7-12. Info: 
westedmontonmall.com, or phone 780-444-5320, 
WALKING WITH THE DINOSAURS REXALL PLACE, 7424- 
NIB AVE., TOJUL 26 Recreation of 15 life-size dinosaurs. Info 
www.dinasaurslive.com. 

WARREN MOON BOOK SIGNING INDIGO NORTH TOWN 
CENTRE, 9450-137 AVE, JUL 26 Doors at 3 p.m. info; www. 
indigo.ca/events, or phone 780-475-4830. 

WRITERS’ CIRCLE CARROT COMMUNITY ARTS 
COFFEEHOUSE, 9351-118 AVE., TO JUL 30 

Writing workshop every Tue. of 

month. Doors at 7 p.m. 


.FrARAIAC 
LE EARNING 
ART XPRESSED YOUTH SUMMER CAMP HARCOURT 
HOUSE GALLERY, 3RD FLR, 10215-112 ST., TO AUG 
1 Offers visual art and media types includ- 
ing drawing, painting, printmaking, 
and sculpting. Fee: $150 per week. 
info: www. narcourthouse.ab.ca. 
CAMP SHAKESPEARE 
HAWRELAK PARK, 9330 GROAT 
RD., TOJUL 25 Leam story, text, 
character development, design 
and more. Featuring three camps 
for youth ages 8 - 18. Info: www. 
freewillshakespeare.com, or phone 
780-425-8086. 
INKPULSE 2009 STRATHCONA LIBRARY, 833)-104 ST., JUL 


| 24-25 Day camp for writers age 12-15. Info: www.writersguild. 


ab.ca, or phone 780-422-174. 


| SHAKE YOUR BELLY! BEDOUIN BEATS, 12316 JASPER 
| AVE., JUL 23-30 Register for July belly dancing and Indian 


folkdance workshops. Info: www.bedouinbeats.com. 
TANGO CLASSES ORANGE HALL, 10335-84 AVE. Doors at 
7:30 p.m. Info: 780-905-8505. 


QUEER 


JALON PARTY BUDDY'S PUB, 11725B JASPER AVE. JUL 
259th Anniversary Party. Info: www.buddysedmonton.com. 
COMMUNITY POTLUCK PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-11] AVE. A 


| potluck open to all members of the LGBTQ community. A 


time to get together, share a meal and meet people from 


| the community. Last Tue. of month. Doors at7 p.m. Info: 


tuff@shaw.ca. 
ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB; CROSSDRESSERS MEET 


| MONTHLY VARIOUS LOCATIONS, VENUES CHANGE Info: 


www.groups.yahoo.com/group/edmonton illusions, or 
phone 780-387-3343. 

MEN TALKING WITH PRIDE PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-11] AVE. 
A social discussion group for gay, bisexual and transgen- 
dered men to discuss current issues and to offer support to 
each other. Every Sun. Doors at 7 p.m. Info: robwells7B0@ 
hotmail.com. 

SENIORS DROP-IN PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-111 AVE. A social 


| and support group for seniors of all genders and sexualities 


to talk, have tea and offer each other support. Every Tue. 


| and Thu, Doors at 1 p.m. Info: tuff@shaw.ca. 


YOUTH UNDERSTANDING YOUTH PRIDE CENTRE, 9540- 


TITAVE. Every Sat @7 p.m. Info: www.yuyedm.ca or phone 
780-248-1971. 





MacEwan 


think Anead 


Can't get into the program you want? Need to upgrade? 


MacEwan can help. 


Preparation for University and College 

Improve your high school grades ¢ Fast track your way to admissibility 
Receive a personalized plan for success * Apply early: tobe eligibie 

for funding * Complete high school equivalent courses in a college setting. » 
Start in September. Call 780-497-4029 sa 


General Studies 
Earn university- and college-level credit * Choose from a range of iveral 


arts courses * Work on program requirements * Take optional high school 


equivalent courses. \ 4 
Start in September. Call 780-497-5653 


agenda | the front | music | on screen | arts | sex| classifieds the back 





SUMMER SPECIALS 


TAKE ADVANTAGE OF < 


CIALS UNTIL THE EN 

RCHA 

¥ $150.00; or A 1. v 
k $25.00. 


GREAT SUMMER 
OF JuLy y¥ 
A 2 MONTH UNUMITED 





MUSIC 


7 5 | JUST LAID AROUND AND HOPED THAT 
MY BRAIN WOULD COME BACK TOMORROW. 





MUSIC PREVIEW - WELCOME RETURN - BY SEAN JOYNER |s25 words 


Brett Miles Is Happy To Talk To The Press 


IN FACT, AFTER A CAR CRASH 
LEFT HIM UNABLE TO SPEAK, 
THE JAZZ/FUNK STAR IS 
OVERJOYED TO BE TALKING 
TO ANYBODY 





MAGILLA FUNK CONDUIT 

w/ The Mississippi Kings, Kaley Bird and the Flock. The 
Starlite Room (1030-102 St). Sat, July 25 (9pm). Tickets: 
Si2at the door. 





Okay, all together now: “We already 


tried black and white, and it all 


turned grey.” 

That line may roll off our respec- 
tive tongues fairly easily. But for lo- 
cal musician Brett Miles, it was just 
another obstacle to face after a car 
accident almost five years ago that 
removed his ability to speak. Now, 
with his voice restored and New Set, 
New Sound, the latest CD from his 
band Magilla Funk Conduit, ready 
for release, Miles feels it's time to 
celebrate his voice, his health, and 
the city that turned his family into 
local royalty. 

The accident happened after a gig 
at a Jasper Avenue teahouse. Miles 
was driving fellow musician Bill Ja- 
mieson home after the show when 
the two struck another car, which 
ended up teetering on the railing of 
the 112th Avenue/Wayne Gretzky 
Drive overpass. At the time, Miles, 
though shaken from the experience, 
didn’t think he’d suffered any serious 
injuries. But when the police arrived 
and he was filling out the reports, he 
fell apart. 

“] thought I was okay, but as more 
time went on, it got trippy,” he re- 
calls. “I was writing out my infor- 
mation, and in my head I'm getting 
it right, but I looked at the piece of 
paper, and it was all squiggles.” 

Within minutes, more than just his 
verbal skills became affected. When 


searching for his wallet at the acci- 
dent scene, Miles realized there was a 
disconnect between his brain and his 
motor skills. He remembers repeat- 
edly checking his back pocket, where 
he always keeps his wallet. When he 
couldn't find it, he says, he “tore the 
car apart.” Finally, someone nearby 
pointed at his ass and said, “I can see 
the bulge in your pocket.” 

One week later, Miles and Magil- 
la Funk Conduit were playing The 
Sidetrack Café when, mid-set, he 
tried to deliver his lyrics — words 
he’d written himself and sung hun- 
dreds of times before — and found 
they simply wouldn't come out. “I 
just couldn't say it,” he says. “I re- 
member even opening up a CD and 
trying to read along with the lyrics.” 
At first, his bandmates thought he 
was joking. But when Miles repeat- 
edly directed solo after solo from the 
other musicians instead of singing, it 
became obvious that his health need- 
ed serious attention. 

The months that followed were 
a drain on him, his family, and his 
hopes of hitting the stage again. “I 
couldn't really do anything,” he says. 
“All | could do was rest, so I just laid 
around and hoped that my brain 
would come back tomorrow. I hon- 
estly wondered if I could ever sing 
and remember things again.” 

After months of rest and hours of 
vocal and mental exercises, Miles’ 
speech began to return. Finally back 
on the scene with his new album, 
Miles is noticing how the business 
has changed. With new clubs pop- 
ping up around the city, all working 
on tight budgets and in competition 
with each other, venues that cater to 
live jazz and funk bands are becom- 
ing obsolete — not exactly the hero's 
welcome Miles was hoping for. 

“I'm from the old school, where 


clubs paid your band a certain 
amount of money, and you went 
home with that money,” he says. “I 
think the change happened, literally, 
in the couple of years when I was 
healing and trying to get back into 
the scene. Now, you have to sell tick- 
ets and it’s on you to pay your band, 
and that’s just the way it is, unless 
you're a blues band.” 

Still, it was Miles’ lifelong deter- 
mination that drove him to his cur- 
rent success. That drive, he says, was 
instilled in him from a young by his 
father, legendary Edmonton Eskimo 
Rollie Miles, in the very sterile, very 
white Edmonton of the 1960s. “He 
always said, “You can be whatever 
you want to be, but it's going to be 
hard. So whatever you choose, make 
sure it's something you really want 
to do.’ He let me know that I ruled. 
And that might have been a problem 
for me with my ego, but I knew that, 
man. He wanted to instil that pride 
in me. 

“When I was growing up in Ed- 
monton, there was one other black 
family — the Brights [the family of 
fellow Edmonton Eskimo and CFL 
Hall of Famer Johnny Bright]. My 
dad would always tell me not to let 
anyone disrespect me, to not let no 
one call you no names, because a 
bruise will heal but no names will.” 

That confidence would sometimes 
manifest itself as pride, cockiness, 
and even anger. “I grew up with a 
chip on my shoulder about the whole 
racism thing,” Miles admits. I was 
mad that there were only African 
animals in the zoo. ‘What? There's 
no cows? Where's the fucking cow? 
I see monkeys, giraffes, elephants 
— how come there are only African 
animals in here?’ In Grade 1, I was 
like, ‘That shit ain’t right.’“ 

With his voice revitalized, Miles 





is ready to reclaim his rightful place 
atop Edmonton's jazz and funk pyra- 
mid. The multi-instrumentalist, who 
has played with some of the biggest 
names in music, Mick Jagger and 
James Brown included, says his voice 
is back and his band is sounding bet- 
ter than ever. 


Mute Witness | Brett Miles has years of conversational material stored up now. PHOTO SUPPLIED 





“Any mess-ups I make now, I can’t 
blame the car accident anymore,” 
Miles says. “It’s all back to normal. 
I try to have a good time, and I hope 
people can realize that. I think there's 
some pretty funny stuff on this CD. 
I guess you shouldn't laugh at your 
own jokes, but I think I’m hilarious.” 








What's Up, Doc? | Nobunny’s sunbaked, hopped-up, ege-scattering live show should get everybody's ears twitching at the Likwid 


Lounge. PHOTO BY BULLYROOK 
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HOT TICKETS : MUST-SEE SHOWS 








~ DESERT LANDSCAPE! 


Nobunny 
New City Likwid Lounge « July 30 
$10 | at the door 


It's hard to imagine an unlikelier embodiment 
of rock 'n' roll than this human/rabbit hybrid 
born seven years ago in the Arizona desert. 
This is the mask-wearing weirdo's first time 
in Edmonton — perhaps he took a wrong turn 
in Albuquerque? — and if the reports of his 
frequently unclothed live performances are 
to be believed (they are), this will be a can't- 
miss show. (Plus, his Love Visions happens to 
be the best pop-punk disc of 2008.) A new 
breed of Edmonton punk rock opens the 
show: Hang Loose, Geister and Rabies ab. 





FOOD SHORTAGES! 
The Famines 
The Hydeaway « July 24 
$10 | at the door 


The Famines marks the release of their excel- 
lent new 7”, “Free Love Is a Sales Technique/ 
The First World War.” The always-engaging 
garage/punk rock two-piece has an amazing 
assemblage of bands in tow: the soon-to- 
be-touring, soon-to-be-huge punk/surf/ga- 
rage outfit The Wicked Awesomes!, garage- 
rock purists The Mitts, and post-punkers The 
Deadbeats. We're running out of superlatives 
here, but can you blame us for hauling out the 
thesaurus? This is one of the strongest local 
garage/punk line-ups in recent memory. 





BIZARRE SOUNDS! 
Weird Canada/Slice Of Life launch 
Steel Wheels « July 23 : 

$8 | at the door ; 


Weird Canada is a blog run by CJSR music 
director Aaron Levin, so it makes sense that 
this show is chock full of peculiar but excel- 
lent Canadian bands: turntablist Holzkopf, 
Saskatoon noise pop artist (emphasis on the 
noise) Feral Children, 8-bit electropopper 
Gobble Gobble, solo lo-fi upper-downer Sans 
Aids, Beat Happening-esque lo-fi downer 
Swwords. Slice of Life Edmonton is a new 
pizza blog, so it makes sense that this show 
takes place at late-night pizza hot spot Steel 
Wheels. Get there early to get in. 


agenda | the front | music | on screen | arts | sex| classifieds | the back 


WINYLAMALYSIS YOU CAN WATCH VIDEO OF A-TRAK’S WINNING 1997 DMC ROUTINE ONLINE AT BIT.LY/OEOAE 





MUSIC PREVIEW - SCRATCH THAT « BY YURI WUENSCH | 650 words r 


Was it All Downhill 


After A-Trak? 











HE WON THE DMC AT 15, BUT routines. Please, beat us! DMC was 
WHY HASN'T ANYONE ELSE pretty special at its height, but when 
GENERATED THE SAME that balloon deflated, people just 
EXCITEMENT SINCE? moved on to regular and generic club 
gigs — or a day job.” NORTHERN LIGHT THEATRE WALTERDALE PLAYHOUSE 
A-TRAK Macklovitch chose the former, Victoria Martin: Math Team Queen Beautiful Thing 
w/ Theophilus London, DJ Degree, and guests. StarliteRoom © with pretty admirable success. This September 18 — 27. 2009 February 10 - 20, 2010 
(1030-102 St). Fri, July 24 (9pm). Tickets available through year alone, he’s got two mix CDs to TEQTRO LA QUINDICINA CATALYST TREATRE { 
Ticketmaster, Blackbyrd, Foosh, FS. his credit: an instalment in the Fab- Everybody Goes to Mitzi’s Nevermore. The Imaginary:Life and y 
ric series and Infinity +1, recently re October 8 -— 24. 2009 


There's a great scene in A-Trak’s 
2006 biopic Sunglasses Is a Must 
where the would-be star turntablist, 
still too young for the clubs, resorts 
to spinning in the great outdoors: a 
gig at a graffiti festival in his home- 
town of Montreal. Barely pubescent, 
the nice Jewish kid’s talent for cut- 
ting, scratching, and beat-juggling 
was Clearly preternatural. 

A-Trak (né Alain Macklovitch) 
famously went on to win the DMC 
World Championship in 1997 at the 
tender age of 15. He set two records 
that year: he was the youngest per- 
son to ever win the title, and the first 
Canadian. Between DMC, Vestax, 
and A-Trak 
would become the first DJ to win five 
world titles. However, looking back 


ITF championships, 


to that day in the park, Macklovitch 
acknowledges that musically, he still 
had a lot to learn. 
“Without a doubt,” 
first two or three years of scratching, 


he says. “In my 





I never actually mixed a full set. Back 
then, it was all about cataloguing ev- 
ery scratch that existed and creating 
new combos from them. My first 


win was more technical than compo- | 


sitional, All I really cared about was | 


kicking the old guys’ asses.” 
A-Trak’s competitors 


| 
eventu- 


ally became peers and mentors (DJs | 


Qbert and Craze, to name two) and 


after a time he outgrew his pursuit of | 


scratch excellence. The only problem 
was that, seemingly, so did everyone 
else. Once the focal point of the elec- 


tronic music scene, the DMC Cham- | 


pionships’ popularity has waned 
There hasn't been enough interest 
in Edmonton to mount a local DMC 
mix-off for at least two years, and 
Macklovitch says he’s heard the same 
story in many other cities too. Argu- 
ably, his dominance may simply have 
ruined it for everyone else. “Nothing 


Stays hot forever in terms of public | 


fascination or interest,” he notes. 
“Between 1997 and 2000, there was 
So much advancement in technique 
that it was a fascinating spectacle to 
behold. You didn’t need to be a nerd 
to appreciate it. You could bring your 
girlfriend to those shows. 

“But DMC became paradoxical. 
The general skill level got better, but 
the best guys weren’t pushing things 
anymore. I've obviously been out of 
it for a few years, but I still encour- 
ae guys to get out there and top our 





leased on Thrive Records. And later 
this summer he and New York DJ 
and producer Armand Van Helden 
will be releasing a four-track EP a 
Duck §S 
takeout in Macklovitch’s new 
in the Big Apple 

While A-Trak now makes house 
with Van Helden, ruled DMC and 


garnered worldwide exposure as the 


Sauce — honouring Chinese 


home 


tour DJ for Kanye West, his biggest 
influence has undeniably been his 
older brother Dave, otherwise known 
as Dave One (half of Canuck roller 
disco revivalists Chromeo). At 13, A- 
Trak spent his bar mitzvah bucks on 
his first turntable setup at Dave's in- 
sistence. Looking back, it was money 
well spent and A-Trak naturally feels 
indebted to his big brother — even if 
they don’t always see eye to eye 


Approaching Infinity | A-Trak's Infinity +] showcases a more 
Mature side of the kid who ruled the turntable world in his 
teens. PHOTO BY ANGELA BOATWRIGHT 





“It's funny,” says Macklovitch. “T 
mean, we're brothers. Growing up, 
we shared everything, we listened to 
the same music. It’s only lately that a 
lot of people have started saying that 
my material is clearly influenced by 
Dave. But Dave never feels like my 
productions sound like anything 
Chromeo would make. For him, it’s 
all about songwriting. For me, it’s all 
about the beats.” 


————————— 





NEW MENU 


FOOD BY CHEF DANIEL COSTA 


PUB 
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SHADOW THEATRE 


The Dazzle 


January 21 


— February 7. 2010 


Mysterious Death of Edgar a Poe 
February 13 - 20..2010 


WORKSHOP WEST en 
Dry the Rain 
April 23 — May 2. protle} 


YUK YUKS AT CENTURY CASINO! 
JULY 23-25 FEATURING. 


MIKE CRAIGDACLIE 


FRIDAY 


YUKYUKS.C 


JULY 


OM 


D UNCENSORED HYPN« 


& SATURDAY $19. 
R CALL 780-481-YUKS 


TICKETS 


OTIST 


JULY | TICKETS $29.95 
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MUSIC PREVIEW -SINGER/SONGWRITER - BY TOM MURRAY 534 words 


Escovedo Embraces Studio 


OF COURSE, WHEN YOU'RE 
WORKING WITH JOHN CALE AND 
TONY VISCONTI, EVERY DAY IN 
THE BOOTH IS EXCITING 





ALEJANDRO ESCOVEDO 

The Starlite Room (10030-102 St). Mon, July 27 (8pm). 
Tickets available through Ticketmaster, Blackbyrd, and 
Megatunes. 





For Austin, Texas singer/songwriter 
Alejandro Escovedo, the studio is 
now as important a songwriting tool 
as his guitar. 

“It wasn't always like that,” he 
notes, just a day out of recording and 
rehearsing for the series of shows 
in Canada that has him playing The 


Escovedo is clearly a fan of the pro- 
cess; while he feels that he got lucky 
with his first few albums (lucky to 
have Stephen Bruton as a producer 
and sideman, he hastens to add), he 
seems that much more energized by 
continuous demoing and bringing in 
musicians as he writes. 

Working with Chuck Prophet as 
co-songwriter on last year’s Real 
Animal — an out-of-the-park criti- 
cal success that had the roots rocker 
revisiting his mid- to late-’70s punk 
background both lyrically and musi- 
cally — underlines this, just as he af- 
firms his need for a strong producer. 

“If I thought I could produce my 


own albums, I would,” Escovedo 


LE EEEEEEEEEEEE 





Starlite Room on Monday evening. 
“Tt began with [2001's] A Man Under 
the Influence — that’s where I started 
to understand the process of making 
an album, Everything takes on a dif- 
ferent dimension with each musician 
you add. What you may have heard 
in the beginning — what you envision 
— isn't what you end up with if you 
allow for collaboration.” 


readily admits. “Thing is, I love in- 
teraction — [John] Cale [who pro- 
duced 2006's The Boxing Mirror], 
or Stephen, or Tony [Visconti, Real 
Animal], they've all added’ new di- 
mensions to the final record.” 
Looking at his recent work you 
might think that he's simply using 
these opportunities to hook up with 
his personal heroes — Visconti is, 
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Made In The Shade | Alejandro Escovedo wears his 
sunglasses... well, pretty much all hours of the day, evidently. 
PHOTO BY MICK ROCK 


after all, closely linked with David 
Bowie and T.Rex, two acts that stand 
tall for Escovedo. Recording with 





Cale in particular was a dream come 
Edmonton composer and keyboard 


true; Escovedo idolizes the producer's 
first band, The Velvet Underground, 
to such a degree that he often per- 
forms songs from their repertoire. 


Considering Cale’s propensity for | 


one-off production jobs — he very 


| rarely works a second time with an | 


artist — it can only be hoped that 


: | Escovedo is happy with The Boxing 
| Mirror as what might be their only 


collaboration. “~- 
“You know...” — here he stops to 
| think for a moment — “...it's funny, 
| but that’s exactly true,” he laughs. 


“Those albums he did are amazing, 


| though — The Modern Lovers, Jen- 
| nifer Warnes, Patti Smith. The inter- 
| esting thing is that it's the exact op- 


posite with Tony, who usually makes 
three or four records and has a long 
collaborative relationship with dif- 
ferent artists.” 

So does this mean we can expect 
Visconti to once again helm the ses- 
sions for a new album when Escove- 
do is ready to go beyond his recent 
demos? 

“We sure want to,” he replies. 
“We've talked about it, but it all de- 
pends on availability and timing.” 

In the meantime, Escovedo’s. back 
to what he does best: playing live. 
While most of his recent shows have 
been solo — an economic decision 
rather than an artistic one — Escove- 
do is happy to be reassembling a ver- 
sion of his longtime band. 

“They're sounding so good,” he 
raves. “Last night while rehearsing, 
I noticed that we're starting to go to 
places that have nothing to do with 
communication, except through 
music. That's an amazing feeling — 
something I’m always looking for 
when playing live.” 


BERG 
REINHARD VON BERG 
LAUNCHES HIS SECOND EURO- 


| PEAN OFFENSIVE AND INVADES 
| FOUR COUNTRIES INSTEAD OF 


JUST ONE 





guru Reinhard von Berg is every inch 
an aristocrat. With the title of count 


| and a coat of arms going back hun- 





dreds of years, his blood is as blue as 
it gets. Throughout the centuries, the 
Bergs, Baltic Germans from Estonia, 
played important réles in many sig- 
nificant events. In 1863, for instance, 
Reinhard’s direct ancestor, the infa- 
mous Field Marshal Friedrich von 
Berg, brutally suppressed the largest 
Polish insurrection against tsarist 
Russia, the so-called January Upris- 
ing (during which time many Ger- 
mans served the Russian empire). 
A failed attempt on his life resulted 
in one of the most painful acts of re- 
taliatory vandalism in Poland's his- 
tory, the destruction of the composer 
Chopin's very first piano by the Cos- 
sacks who pursued the culprits. 

Times change! This past June, von 
Berg opened his European tour in no 
other country than Poland, and to a 
very warm welcome. But how did his 
family find their way to Canada in 
the first place? 

“We had no choice,” von Berg ex- 
plains over the phone, “but to escape 
from the Red Army. By 1945, they 
subjugated Estonia; we had to run 
for our lives! They did not make any 
distinction between ‘good’ and ‘bad’ 
Germans. When you're brainwashed, 
you'll kill whoever you're told to. To- 
day, we see it clearer than ever. Only 
in Canada were we able to find peace 
of mind.” 

Educated at the U of A, in Ger- 
many and the U.S., von Berg quickly 
became a force to reckon with and, 
since the mid-’60s, has steadily cre- 
ated a body of work, ranging from 
simple hymns and clever exercises 


Reinhard With A Vengeance | Keyboard aristocrat Reinhard von Berg cuts a musical swath across Europe. PHOTO BY EVELYN 


| MUSIC PROFILE ORGAN! - BY PIOTR GRELLA-MOZEJKO | 566 words 


| aaa Blitzkrieg 





stimulating children’s creativity to 
intricate improvisations and multi- 
media projects performed with po- 
ets, painters, actors, and dancers. 

“Really,” one of his friends says, 
“there are two von Bergs: a von 
Berg-Jekyll and a von Berg-Hyde, the 
former writing nice music for kids or 
his congregation, the latter slashing 
at and ripping apart piano guts, albeit 
rather gently; in a word his sadism is 
highly refined. Under his fingers, pi- 
ano strings and other parts turn out 
an orgy of timbres so beautiful one 
can easily forget that that instrument 
is usually played by pressing keys!” 

Here is a composer whose real sig- 
nificance has never been, and may 
never be, fully recognized — largely 
due to his own personality, disarm- 
ingly lacking any overly selfish as- 
sertiveness, and largely to the overall 
nature of the artistic climate in Can- 
ada, where Prairie composers might 
well be justified in their bitterness 
towards the proverbial “big centres.” 
But as of late, von Berg is finally get- 
ting his due, the current European 
tour already his second since 2007. 

“This is pretty big, isn’t it?” I ask. 

“I went to Europe in 2007 and had 
about six dates in Germany,” he re- 
plies. “Later, a CD of my music was 
released there. I must have done 
something right because I’m now 
playing 12 gigs in four countries, Po- 
land, Estonia, Sweden and Germany. 
Stockholm, Tallinn, Kassel_... Good 
stuff. I’m doing a mixture of older 
and newer music, from Baroque to 
my own, plus works by other Cana- 
dians. Some are solo and some with 
my German friend, flautist Veronica 
Kraneis. It's great to see how well the 
Europeans react to\our music! We 
have a bit of a European complex, 
but I don’t think it’s justified.” 

Sweet smell of success: although 
von Berg's tour does not end un- 
til August, he is already planning 
another. 
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You re Part Of 


Akron/Fa 


Life On A String | A game of cat's cradle gets wildly out of hand ft 


THERE'S NOT VERY MUCH 
SEPARATION BETWEEN BAND 
AND AUDIENCE DURING THEIR 
WILD AND FREE LIVE SHOWS 





“To turn your back on something 
that’s sincere — I mean, it might not 
be for you, and that’s fine — but to 
turn on it because it is sincere is a real 
shame,” says Akron/Family drum- 
mer Dana Janssen. “What the hell 
are you doing if you're not not try- 
ing to bring some sort of positivity to 
what's going on in a certain scene, or 
just in life in general? I don’t want to 
be tied into somebody trying to bring 
me down.” 

Few modern bands are as fully de- 
voted to positivity as Akron/Family. 
Originally lumped into the freak- 
folk scene that included artists like 
Devandra Banhardt, it didn't take 
the band long to break free from the 
musical shackles of any particular 
genre. Having transformed from a 
four-piece to a trio when founding 
member Ryan Vanderhoof left to 
live in a Buddhist Dharma centre, 
the band reached a whole new level 
of eclecticism on this year’s Set ‘Em 
Wild, Set ‘Em Free by incorporating 
everything from Afrobeat to skit- 
tering electronics into their already 
sprawling sound. The hippie tag, 
however, has been harder to shake. 

It doesn’t help that Akron’s live 
shows are something of a commu- 
nal experience. The band’s lineup 
often swells to include any other 
musicians that happen to be in the 
area, not to mention the audience 
members who catch the assortment 
of tambourines, shakers, and other 
noisemakers that the band doles out. 
Its a strategy that seems custom- 
tailored to cut through the cynicism 
that plagued audiences at the band’s 
early Brooklyn gigs. 

“We used to be a little more intro- 
verted, I suppose, and detail-orient- 
ed,” Janssen explains. “We used to 
sit down when we played and it was 
a little quieter and more focused. 
There was a certain point where we 
[just said], ‘Man, I really like it when 
('m at a show and people start ‘danc- 
ing.’ Like, we had a few tunes that 
people would start to dance to, and 


mily Too! 





for Akron/Family. PHOTO BY SEBASTIAN MYLNARSKI 


we wanted to work some ways to al- 
low people to enjoy themselves. At 
one point, we just started Jamming 
and Seth and Miles and myself and 
Ryan would throw percussion toys at 


people in the crowd and see how they 


reacted — and most of them picked it 


up and jumped up onstage.” 


spire a loyalty in their audience that 
harks back to the days of The Grate- 
ful Dead. Rumours of the lengths 


the band will take to connect with | 


their audience may be exaggerated 


— Janssen bursts into laughter when 





From there, the band's live prowess | 
only grew, and these days they in- | 


asked about a mythical Toronto per- | 


formance where band and audience 
alike took mushrooms at the show — 
ut the fact that those rumours are 
spreading at all speaks loudly of the 
and’s connection with its fans 





“To use the word mythology, that’s 
an interesting way to look at it,” 


‘Oh, this band has put a record out, 





blah blah blah.’ There’s something 
that people can really find some 
magic in. Whether it’s a rumour that 
everybody gets mushrooms before a 
show or whatever, there’s some sort 
of sense of it growing on its own in 





a way that could be really beneficial 
and starts its own cultural move 
ment in a way that the Dead did or 
that Fugazi did.” 

The larger audience that comes 
with that growth is a bit of a mixed 
blessing. When they opened for Wil- 
co in Spain recently, the band had to 
deal with bouncers who were justifi- 
ably concerned about fans running 
willy-nilly onto the stage, forcing the 
band to find new ways to connect 
with the audience and keep the per- 
formance vibrant. “Canadians are so 
much more open to things like this,” 
Janssen says. “Maybe it's not your 
cup of tea, but whatever. I feel like 
there’s more of a willingness to par- 
ticipate in what's going on. It might 
not seem like a good fit at first, but it 
ends up being so out of place that it 
becomes interesting.” 


Set '€m Wild, Set ’Em Free (Dead 
Oceans) is in stores now. 
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anssen says. “I feel like, with that, | 
you get more of a story. It’s not just, | 


AKRON IS THE HOMETOWN OF MANY MUSICAL ARTISTS, 
___ INCLUDING THE BLACK KEYS, CHRISSIE HYNDE, THE CRAMPS’ LUX INTERIOR, AND DAVID ALLEN COE... BUT NOT AKRON/FAMILY. 
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THE DEAD WEATHER 


HOREHOUND CD/LP 


JULY 24-26, 2009 


STARTS TOMORROW! 
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THE HANDY 
TOBACCO OPTION 


THIS 
PRODUCT 
IS HIGHLY 


Smoke free, chew free and 
spit free, SNUS is an alternative 
for adult tobacco users. 


SNUS is packaged in small, 
handy pouches that just need 
to be tucked under the upper lip 
to deliver maximum taste. 


Sin LO hom Olatelfar-lm-lavemmactalaniiaval diary 
are available now through select 
tobacco retailers in Edmonton. 


Visit www.snus.ca for more information. 


Cigarettes are highly addictive. 


La cigarette cree une tres 
forte dependance. 
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| LISTEN - BY FISH GRIWKOWSKY 





Dance Nerds 

YACHT 

See Mystery Lights 

(OFA) 

tok tke 

On See Mystery Lights, the synthy dance-punk duo YACHT asks a big philosophical question right out of 
the gate: “Will we go to heaven or will we go to hell?” And then they answer it right back: “It’s my un- 
derstanding that neither are real.” Of course, they follow up this track with a song called “The Afterlife,” 
which complicates their position somewhat — but if this song is anything to go by, there is no heaven and no hell, but simply a limbo- 
like region where everyone spends eternity dancing to music that sounds like LCD Soundsystem crossed with The Spoons. It’s hard to 
know how seriously to take this album — are titles like "You Can Live Anywhere You Want” and “We Have All We've Ever Wanted” meant 
ironically? Seriously? Or does the tone occupy the same limbo-like in-between region | mentioned in the first paragraph? My guess is 
the former title is sincere, and the second is ironic, but since just about every song on See Mystery Lights comes complete with some 
inventive hook (the equalizer-busting woodblock “THOCK!"s that punctuate “Don't Fear the Darkness” are particularly ear-catching) or 
a merry bit of lyrical nonsense (like the talking kitchen in “Psychic City”), I'm too busy dancing to be bothered to debate the matter. 
PAUL MATWYCHUK 








Piano Kook 
> REGINA SPEKTOR 


= Far 


> It's definitely not a complete disaster. No. Far, Regina Spektor's fifth album, is just far from spectacular, 
which is what we've come to expect from the Russian-born, New York-raised artist. Though Spektor is 
strictly attached to a piano, she's avoided the singer/songwriter brush-off by carving out a style of her 
own, playing little games with her voicebox, her tongue trilling with laughter or her lips bubbling with onomatopoeia. Some might call 
Far a more mature album, fully.of heavy thoughts on religion, illness and technology. But it may just be more boring. Her lyrics still turn 
the most mundane thing (like cleaning a ketchup bottle) into poetry, but they tend to lack depth. (When she observes that we are all 
“hooked into machine” on “Machine,” | respond, “Yeah. We know. And do you have anything else to add?”) And she relies far too heavily 
on the one-line or one-word chorus — that's Rihanna's shtick, okay? Still, it's like lamenting a B+ paper because an A+ student handed 
it in. It’s not bad; we're just used to something better. 

KATHLEEN BELL 





Rap 

CAM’RON 

Crime Pays 

(Asylum/Warner Bros) 

oe oad 

In 2009, it's hard to find a consistently interesting, well-made commercial rap record (just check out the 
last from Jim Jones or Jadakiss), and though Cam stands out among his peers as a true hip hop weirdo 
(where do you think Lil Wayne got his shtick?), the man has no idea how to make a cohesive album. Crime 
Pays has some outstanding songs and interesting production, but with 23 tracks — five of them skippable skits — there are going to be 
some mediocrities. Cam comes out on top with the cartoonish, bouncy “Never Ever,” the poignant and weird recession-rap of “My Job,” 
and the grimy “Get It in Ohio.” On the other end of the spectrum, there's the weird/unsettling "Cookies n Some Apple Juice” and “Bottom 
of the Pussy” and the flat-out awful “You Know What's Up.” And yet eight strong songs out of 18 is still enough to put Crime Pays near 
the head of the genre pack — and the narcissistic, misogynist, clever, and overwhelmingly strange Cam is a fascinating personality. This 
album's a must for all Dipset and new rap fans, but the true-schoolers and backpackers should probably leave it alone. 

MIKE DEANE 





Indie Rock 

THE DANKS 

Are You Afraid of the Danks 

(Collagen Rock) 

took try 

I'ma sucker for bands that have fun with sequencing, so PEI indie rockers The Danks had me from the 
second | saw their full-length debut, Are You Afraid of the Danks, kicks off with a song called “What We're Do- 
ing,” then slyly undercuts it with track two, “Who Knows?" That mix of brazen confidence and playfulness is 
all over their music too — which makes sense, since half of the quartet also plays in the similarly minded Two Hours Traffic. But The Danks 
are a little less pristine, and a little more full-throttle than their fellow maritimers, with frontman Brohan Moore's gravelly vocals leading 
the charge. The band has hooks to spare, and while they're sometimes deployed teasingly amidst the general rush, it's more than enough 
to keep the songs afloat. This is a crunchy, buzzing, thoroughly fun record — imagine The Strokes yanked out of hipster bars and thrown 
into a cross-country road trip, on two Red Bulls each. 

MICHAEL HINGSTON 


THE DANKS 





Rock From The Rock 
THE NOVAKS 
Things Fall Apart 
(MapleMusic 


kkk 
Whenit came time to record their sophomore album, the old-fashioned Newfoundiand power trio The 


Novaks decided against using a studio and opted instead to make the record “live off the floor” at the Sonic 
Temple in Halifax. The result is a professionally raw rock album in the vein of bands like Wolfmother and 
Queens of the Stone Age. Songs like “Destroyer,” “Billy the Kid,” and the first single “There Goes the Night” are hard-rocking tunes, heavy 
on the guitar with slamming drums that capture the essence of a live rock show. “Why Wonder?” is a particular standout with guitar, bass, 
and drums all getting a chance to shine. They get a little heavier and more metallic on the title track and then smooth it out and add the 
jangle of a tambourine on “Wormin the Apple.” With the grit of a live recording combined with the sheen of a recorded album, Things Fall 


Apart is the perfect teaser to the band's live show. 
MICHELLE GARCIA 
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HAPPY 
KISS. BANG. 
A testifiably pleasant EP, Sherry-Lee He- 


| schel-Wisor's hard work with Happy comes 
. together on this album with resonance 


and clarity. Her voice, which she's openly 
admitted she’s been honing for 
years, has finally escaped the 
shadow of its muse Lucinda 
Williams, though it retains 
aslight lip curl and twang. 

It feels more like the secret 
solo album of one of the 

more ambitious Go-Go's — say, 
Jane Wiedlin, who, rather than 
simply write the most accessible beach- 
blanket material possible, likes to take left 
turns into a dark sentimentality while freely 
admitting she's never quite figured out the 
other gender. | have trouble with people in 
general, but | know where SL-HW's aiming, 
including at herself. “I'm just hoping | can 
live up to this level of commitment.” she 
sings in the last song, striving for that “per- 
fect combination of romance and danger,” 
the latter word being key in keeping any 
relationship warm. 

Country-based as a ballad-singer and as a 
rocker, Heschel-Wisor is backed by two 

of our smoothest Edmonton play- 
ers, Graham Guest and Robin 
Hunter. The first plays soulful 
keys throughout, while 
Hunter's multilingual guitar 

is deliriously placed, giving 

the ubiquitous instrument 
back its good name. Seriously, 
I don't think | could pick if | had 
to destroy just one overproduced thing in 
so called “modem rock”: the fucking retard 
vocals or the skill-less, wanking shittery of 


| most radio rhythm guitar. 


Anyway, calming down and moving back to 
our subject, Happy is music from the heart, 
coy while vulnerable, pretty and scarred. 
And dangerous? That depends how much 
time you spend looking at the picture on the 
back cover. 

KK 








VARIOUS ARTISTS 
PATIO PARTY! SUMMERTIME SONGS FOR 
COOKOUTS & COCKTAILS 
| love how Starbucks fucking lays out the 
exact context in which we must listen to 
their CDs. Like, if they did a new blues comp, 
it'd be Working Hard: Music for 
When You Can't Go Home Yet 
and Need to Hear Repetitive 
Complaining About Women. 
Anyway, while curated well 
enough — who doesn't like 
to hear Ray Charles’ sass 
about hitting the road? — this 
product mostly failed to spontane- 
ously produce a party on my back deck. Tito 
Puente's live “Oye Como Va" made the cat 
look up at one point, and Dick Dale had my 
foot tapping, but Miriam Makeba's “Pata 
Pata” is actually a completely stupid song. 
And what the hell is with “Fatback"? Have 
you ever heard that song? It makes me 
think of enormous Alberta women in Crocs 
wandering around the yard with plates of 
greasy, honeyed meats delivered to their 
racist husbands. Anyway, I've been to better 
parties. | really have to stop walking out 
of the coffee shops with these disposable 
discs, man. 
b oe akand 


OLD SCHOOL 

TOM PETTY 

WILDFLOWERS (1994) 

Now here's a fucking party. 
In fact, if you only play “You 
Wreck Me" at any volume higher 

than 3, | hate to tell you this, but 

you're partying. This album is one of the 
reasons we critics go on at such length 
about producer Rick Rubin — unlike with 
Jeff Lynne, you get the feeling Rubin goes, 
“| don't know, Tom,” thereby preventing a 
repeat of Full Moon Fever'’s “Zombie Zoo." 
Open admission of drug use is also nice 
here, “You Don't Know How it Feels” and 
“Crawling Back to You” being two keepers 
for life. 

tot ok 
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thursday, july 30th 
dj benjamin 
big rock lime light $4 % 
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% YOU'RE NOT 
THE ONLY ONE 
SMOKING THIS 
CIGARETTE 


The smoke from a cigarette 
'S Not just inhaled by the 
smoker. It becomes 
Second-hand smoke, 
which contains more than 
50 cancer-causing agents, 


Menthol 
N° 808 


BENSON & HEDE 
q 


superslims 


1) supersiim menthol cigarettes in a supersiim pack size 


WARNING 
YOU'RE NOT THE ONLY ONE SMOKING THIS CIGARETTE 


The smoke from a cigarette is not just inhaled by the smoker. It becomes second-hand smoke, — 
which contains more than 50 cancer-causing agents. 


Health Canada 
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complete listings seemagazine.com music 
LIVE MUSIC maroon acorn | 0551-82 AVE. With The Details.Doors at 8 pam. DUANE ALLEN SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB, CAPILANOMALL, | MORANGO'STEKCAFEIONG-79ST Doorsat7pm. 
Z at ORLANDO'S GRILL 

ED FEST NORTHLANDS GROUNDS. 7357.4 NGAVE With Dis/Club Nights Seavecnso NICS cE 10329 WHYTE | sg saan ge a 

THURSDAY Tray an Cash Kama Doos t 830. Tees Fe ro amg it 10368 AVE, JULZ7-AUG1 | SUNDAY 
gate admission. Info: wwwcapitalex ca. WHYTE ROCKET SAUCE URBAN LOUNGE, 10544 WHYTEAVE,JUL | BEERHUNTER366 ST. ALBERT RD, STALBERT 
Live Music JAY SEAN EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE, 6862-170 ST. Doors at | GUEST DJRED STAR, 10538 JASPER AVE. | 2425000 at pm. | DUSTER'S PUB 6402-118 AVE. 
BELL ORCHESTRE, HMCDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH, 10025-101 | 8p.m. Tickets: www.ticketmaster.ca. woeee RADIO BLACK D06 FREEHOUSE, 10425 SOULED OUT CASINO EDMONTON, 7055 ARGYLL RD, JUL EDDIE SHORTS 10713-124 ST. Doors at 9 p.m. 
ST Doorsat 8pm. LIPHT JET NIGHTCLUB, 9271-34 AVE. Night at the Chelsea : 24-25 Doors at 8:30 pm. HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 ST. Doors at 30 p.m. 
BIFNAKED BANK ULTRA LOUNGE, IO765JASPERAVE. Doors | and ysttalis. Doors at 9pm. Tickets: $10 at door | ese BAR GRILL 10030- | STAN GALLANT SHERLOCK HOLMESPUB,10012-IOIAAVE, | HULBERT'S 760-115ST. Doorsat 7pm. 
tT LISA BB SECOND CUP (WAYNE GRETZKY), 7477-101 AVE. j | TOAUGI | LOOP LOUNGE 3675. ALBERT RO. Doors at 3pm. 
DESTRUKTION MEAD HALL, 10940-1664 ST. Doors at8p.m. | Doorsat7 p.m. 0 INGO | SUITE 33 YELLOWHEAD CASINO, 12464-153ST.JUL24-25 | ‘NEWCASTLEPUB & GRILL 6108-90 AVE. Doors at 3p.m. 
EAGLES OF DEATH METAL EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE, MAGILLA FUNK CONDUIT STARLITE ROOM, 10030-102 ST. wi eng Doors at 8:30 p.m. | O'BYRNE’S IRISH PUB 10616 WHYTEAVE. Doors at 9 p.m. 
soa. Wh Fash in: Doosan 3 Ete Mth ay Ban ste Sra | Live Music | TONY DIZON SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB (WEM), TOJUL25 | MONDAY 
(avPexean Mahe ahe:Orosat 0pm Tees | MARCOCLAVERALREYSCArCawmecnun sso. | THEALMOSTHPAVECREEREDRTANOCsn, | TRUEGROOVEDEVAVEYS RSP, 9 S64 : 
Lady Sea a ag oD Sete preoepsrtlag tae 9640-162 | WHITEMUD DR & WHITEMUD RD, ENOCH, JUL 24-25 Tragically | 225 IVORY CLUB 10304-111 ST. Doors at 8 p.mn. 
Free with gate admission. Info: www.capitalex.ca. eauet Bam. Tickets: eh oor. Hip tribute, Doors at 7p.m. ROSE BOWL 10/11-117 ST. Doors at 9 p.m. 
FERAL CHILDREN STEEL WHEELS, 8430 GATEWAY BLVD. AMIRAULT AXIS CAFE, 10349 JASPER AVE. Doors AMBER SUCHY TRIO SOBEYS, 10404 JASPER AVE, JUL WUNDERBAR HOFBRAUHAUS 8120-101 ST. Doors at 
With Holzkopf and guests. Doors at 7:30 p.m. Tickets: $8 at8p.m. ; ; 
tine : = MIKE MORRISSEAU TRIO HULBERT'S,760I-I5ST. With peed RE SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB (WEM), JUL rae: 
JAY WILTZEN HULBERT'S, 7601-115 ST. With Mike Roste. Cam Otto. Doors at 8 p.m. Tickets: 10 at door. ; THURSDAY TUESDAY 
at 8pm. Tickets: $10 at door, NECROBIOSIS MEADHALL10940-1664ST WithSilenttine | 245! PALS 
Doors at 8 pm. 3 : © | BIGDAVEMCLEAN BLUES ON WHYTE, 10329 WHYTEAVE, | COASTTOCOASTPUBSS2CAIGARYTR.Doorsat7pm. | THEDRUIDII606JASPER AVE Doorsat 9pm. 
LAUREN HANDEREK JEFFREY’S CAFE & WINE BAR, 9640- | and immortal Sacrifice. Doors at 8 p.m. | | 
“ig Serhieepe PETERDELECTRIOSORENTWC'S coecatceey Tey, | WALZ DUSTER’S PUB 6402-118 AVE. Doors at 9p.m. | LB°S PUB #110, 23 AKINS DR, ST. ALBERT Doors at 9 pm. 
14257. Doors - pm. as tas | ene j BLUE LEMON WHISTLESTOPLOUNGE, 2416-132 AVE,JUL | LB'SPUB#II0, 23AKINS DR, ST.ALBERTOoorsat9p.m. | SIDELINER’S PUB IOIS-127 ST. Doorsat 8 pm. 
THE TEQUILA MOCKINGBIRD ORCHESTRA WUNDERBAR nD: 46-25 Doors at 9pm. SPORTSMAN’S LOUNGE 8170-50 ST. Doors at 8 p.m. 
HOFBRAUHAUS, 6120-10157 With ArootsBazaat.Doorsat9 | SOULIAH FYAH HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB,1S1Z0ASTONY PLAIN. | Bopay aysTIN SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB, 1oor-iomave. | FRRIL JAY | 
Tickets: $8at door RD. Doors at 8 p.m. Tickets: $10 at door. ‘ 2 | WEDNESDAY 
YESNICEHAVEN SOCAL CLUB II204 STONY PLAN RO, | SUNSET TRIPURBAWLOUNGE sss wHYTEAVE.co | “L28-AUG1 eS Ce eee ev epee ly z 
b> pati eee Stet Dicuion ‘ | CHUCK ROSE ATLANTICTRAPAND GILL, 7704-104 ST.JUL | ROYAL.CANADIANLEGION I1150-82ST.Doorsat7pm. | EDDIESHORTS 073-124 ST. Doorsat 9pm. 
Sk UNITED IN THE PARK BUTLER MEMORIAL PARK. 5715 24-25 Doors at 9 p.m. | cat | THE HAVEN 15I20A STONY PLAINRD. Doors at 7:30 p.m. 

DJs/Club Nights STONY PLAIN RO. Presented by The Haven Socal Cub CONNORS ROAD ON THE ROCKS, 1740 JASPER AVE, JUL SATURDAY HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 ST. Doors at 7:30 p.m. 
THE CAKE EATERS PROHIBITION, 1026 JASPER AVE. With | Includes food and music. Doors at 6 p.m. info: www. | janet & CROWN, #195, 10235-101 ST JUL | BLUES ON WHYTE 1032 WHYTE AVE. Doors at 4 pm. ete Ne Dees Tn 
guests. Doors at 9 p.m. | delbewensociai rom ; | N, #195, 10235-101 ST. J CARROT ARTS COFFEEHOUSE 935]-118 AVE. Doors7p.m. | PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY HALL 10860-57 AVE. 
HIGHERLEVEL THURSDAYSLEVEL--LOUNGE No? : 24-26 With The Nightkeepers. | COAST TO COAST PUBS52CALGARY TR Doorsat9pm. | Doorsat7:30p.m. 
JASPER AVE | DJs/Club Nights DON JOHNSON BLUES ON WHYTE, 10329 WHYTEAVE.JUL | CROWN PUB 0709-109 ST. Doors at 2pm. | SECOND CUP 12336-124 ST. Doors at 8pm. 
MIA FELLOW BUDDY'S PUB, IT725B JASPER AVE. Se ea aT 10730-107 274061 | LBS PUB #110, 23 AKINS DR, ST. ALBERT Doorsat 4:30pm. | WUNDERBAR HOFBRAUHAUS 6120-101 ST. 
PUNK RAWK BINGO NEW CITY, 10081 JASPER AVE. Doors Doors at 10 p.m. Info: 414-0733. 
at9pm. DJ HOT PHILLY RED STAR, 10538 JASPER AVE. { az 
SURELY TEMPLE THURSDAYS TEMPLE, 10030-102 ST DJLOVE JONES ENCORE CLUB, #116, 957FIR ST. Doors at 3h M ae 
Doorsat 9pm. | 8am. . . = ee 


URBAN SUBSTANCE THURSDAYS GINGUR SKY LOUNGE, 
5505-118 AVE. 


Live Music 

A-TRAK STARLITE ROOM, 10030-102 ST. With Rye Rye and 
guests. Doors at 9 p.m. : 

ALICE WORTHINGTON HULBERT'S, 7601-115 ST. Doors at 8 
p.m. Tickets: $10 at door. 

BRETT MILES TRIO MOOSE FACTORY, 4810 CALGARY TRAIL 
Doors at 9 p.m. 

CHAOS THEORY MEAD HALL, 10940-166A ST. With Psykkle 
and DJ Dervish. Doors at 8 p.m. 

ED FEST NORTHLANDS GROUNDS, 73 ST & 116 AVE. With 
Paul Brandt and Aaron Lines. Doors at 8:30 p.m. Tickets: 
Free with gate admission. Info: www.capitalex.ca, 

‘THE FAMINES HYDEAWAY ALL AGES ART SPACE, 10209-100 
AVE. With The Wicked Awesomes, The Mitts and The 
Deadbeats. Doors at 7 p.m. Tickets: $10 at door. 
FEAR OF CITY PAWN SHOP, 2ND FLOOR, 10551-82 AVE. 
WithJezibelle and Dam | Am. Doors at 8 p.m. 

HAYES CARLL BLUE CHAIR CAFE, 9624-76 AVE. Doors at 
8pm. 

INNES WILLIAMS DUO FRESH START BAKERY & BISTRO, 
484 RIVERBEND SQUARE Doors at 7 p.m Tickets: $5 at door. 
JACK SEMPLE JEFFREY'S CAFE & WINE BAR, 9640-142 ST. 
Doors at 9 p.m. Tickets: $35 at door. 

NICK GUITON CARROT COMMUNITY ARTS COFFEEHOUSE, 
9351-118 AVE, Doors at 7:30 p.m. 

PRISONER CINEMA NEW CITY, 10081 JASPER AVE. CD re- 
lease with Whisky Wagon and Attack Addict. Doors at 9 p.m. 
SAM ROBERTS REXALL SPEEDWAY, KINGSWAY AVE & 121ST. 








DJ SEXXXY BOOTS BAR, 10242-106 ST. 

DJ SHERI NEWCASTLE PUB AND GRILL, 6108-90 AVE. 
EUROTRASH ON THE PRAIRIE THE ARTERY, 9535 JASPER 
AVE. 


MENACE SESSIONS BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE, 10425WHYTE | 


AVE. 

OH SNAP! TEMPLE, 10030-102 ST. 

STEVEN BAYS PROHIBITION, 1026 JASPER AVE. CD premier 
party with Sold Out DJs and Peep Show. Doors at 9 p.m. 


SUNDAY 


Live Music 

CELTIC MUSIC SESSION DEVANEY'S IRISH PUB, 9013-88 
AVE. Hosted by Keri-Lynn Zwicker. Doors at 4 p.m. 
DROWNING OPHELIA HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB, 151204 STONY 
PLAIN RD. With Franco. Doors at 6:30 p.m. 

REGGAE SUNDAYS HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB, 151204 STONY 
PLAIN RD, With Souljah Fyah. Doors at 9 p.m. 

THE RUMBLE STRIPPERS ON THE ROCKS, 11740 JASPER 
AVE, Doors at 9 p.m. 


SMOKED FOLK BLUES ON WHYTE, 10329 WHYTE AVE. With | 


Paul McGowan. 


Dis/Club Nights 


DJ RUDY ELECTRO BUDDY'S PUB, 11725B JASPER AVE. 


MONDAY 


Live Music 

ALEJANDRO ESCOVEDO STARLITE ROOM, 10030-102ST. 
Doors at 8 p.m. 

SARAH BURTON DEVANEY'S IRISH PUB, 9073-88 AVE. 


| SOUTHERN DEATH THREAT FILTHY MCNASTY'S, IOSTIA 


re | WHYTEAVE. Doors at 8 p.m. 
DISTORTION EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE, 8682- 
170.ST Doors at7 pum. Tickets: wwwticketmasterca. Dis/Club Nights 
THE SOULICITORS BRIXX BAR & GRILL, 10030-102ST. With | RUDY ELECTRO BUDDY'S PUB, 117258 JASPER AVE. 
FlyingFoxand he Hunter Gatherer and DawninTheCity, | ECLECTICNONSENSE BLACK 006 FREEHOUSE 
Doors at 9 p.m. 10425-WHYTE AVE. 
TIFF HALL AXIS CAFE, 10349 JASPER AVE Doors at 8 p.m. 
Dis /Club Nights TUESDAY 
CONNECTED FRIDAYS BANK ULTRA LOUNGE, lo7esuasper | Live Nusie 
AVE. Local house and international guest Dis DIANA CATHERINE & THE THRUSTY TWEETERS THE 
DANCEHALL REGGAE NIGHT 180 DEGREES, 10730-107 | DRUID, 11606 JASPER AVE. With Sarah Burton. Doors at 9 
AVE. With Generation IVEXX. Doors at 10 p.m. Info: Bm. 
M0233, JUSTIN SHAW THE ARTERY, 9535 JASPER AVE. 
DJDONOVAN NEWCASTLEPUBAND GRILL, 6108-90AVE, | THEPHENOMENAUTS DVB TAVERN, 8307-99 ST. With The 
DJEDDY TOONFLASH BUDDY'S PUB, IIT2SBJASPERAVE. | Re-Volts.Doorsat 8pm. 
DJ SEXXXY BOOTS BAR, te POISON THE WELL STARLITE ROOM, 10030-102ST. With 
DJSHAWNIBIS ON THE ROCKS, I740 JASPER AVE. Band, Terror, Tis ls Hel, and many more. Doors at 3 p.m. 
FORMULA FRIDAYS LEVEL-2-LOUNGE, TIGO7JASPER AVE, | SIDNEY YORK AXIS CAFE, 10349 JASPER AVE. Doors at 
LFA BAM LTALOUNGE 1076S JASPERAVE.WithLA | 8pm. 
a DJs/Club Nights 
I RDEUNK FRIDAYS TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS OUI105 ty ppowcHASER BUDDY PUR 7258 SPER AVE 
WoO SHED iene easel DJ HOT PHILLY RED STAR, 10538.ASPER AVE 
Live Music - _| Live Music 
ALCOHOLIC CHRISTIAN HANSEN FESTIVAL PLACE, 100 FESTIVAL WAY 
See apelin SHERWOOD PARK With Paul tse. Dos at 730 pm. If: 
www.festivalplace.ab.ca. 
tl DON BERNER COPPER POT, #101, 9707-110 ST. Doors at 
6pm. 
DUFF ROBISON DEVANEY'S IRISH PUB, 9013-88 AVE. 
THE GRUFFHYDEAWAY ALL AGES ART SPACE, 10209-100 
AVE With Doors at 7:30 p.m. 
THE PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES SHO 00 OR 
®eenda | the front | music| on screen | arts sex classifieds | the back 


a 














RUM & MELON. 


YOU COULD 
WINaTRIP 
FOR 6 PEOPLE 
To BARBADOS! 


f For details and to 
} enter contest, go to, | 


—> EEE = 


4’ and search #; 


“MALIBU URBAN LIMBO” 


ST COMBO SINCE 


& BEACH. 








WEST EDMONTON MALL 
JULY 23 - JULY 25 AT9PM Tony DIZON 


JULY 28 » JULY 29 AT 9PM Assigned SEATING 


DOWNTOWN 





i JULY 23 - JULY 25 AT9PM Stan GALLANT 
JULY 28+ JULY 29 AT 9PM Bobby AUSTIN 
CAPILANO MALL 

Pa 3* Pubs JULY 23 - JULY 24 AT 9PM Duane ALLEN 

wt Visit us ore me pamononnane. com Now Serving Breakfast at our 


PromotionsSPECIALSNewsletters West Edmonton Mall & Capilano Locations 


tata 


OPEN MIC NIGHT..GOT JAM? 


8 PM. EVERY WEDNESDAY * HOSTED BY DUFF ROBINSON. 





irish pas? 


LIVE ENTERTAINMENT: 
JULY 24-25 AT 9PM ¢ TRUE GROOVE 
JULY 27 AT 9PM ¢ SARAH BURTON 
JULY 29 AT 9PM ¢ DUFF ROBINSON 





8PM. EVERY THURSDAY + HOSTED | BY NICOLE 


9013-88 AVENUE * 465-4834 » WWW.EDMONTONPUBS.COM 
B ccxssi TO SUNDAY OPENAT 11:30AM 


LIVE 
ENTERTAINMENT 


JULY 24 - 26 AT 9PM - DAVE BABCOCK AND THE 
NIGHTKEEPERS 


DAILY HAPPY HOUR 
SPECIALS 





_ 20+ july23~ July29, 2009 -see magazine «edmonton agenda | the front | music| on screen | arts { sex | classifieds | the back 
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MOVIE REVIEW - DVD GEM - BY PAUL MATWYCHUK |731 words 


John Malkovich's Magical Misery Tour 


THE ALOOF ACTOR PLAYS 
ADOWN-ON-HIS-LUCK 
KRESKIN-ESQUE MENTALIST IN 
THE GREAT BUCK HOWARD 





THE GREAT BUCK HOWARD 

Directed by Sean McGinly. Starring John Malkovich, Colin 
Hanks, Emily Blunt, Ricky Jay. Now on DVD. 
KAKI 





The Amazing Kreskin was born 
in New Jersey, but I always used to 
think he was Canadian. That's prob- 
ably due, in part, to the TV show he 


used to host, The Amazing World of 


Kreskin, which was shot in Ottawa 
and aired on Canadian TV stations 
seemingly throughout my entire 
childhood. But it’s also due to his en- 
dearingly nerdy personality — those 
dorky glasses (his signature!), his 
eager-to-please grin, the way he had 
of getting flustered in the middle of 
an interview whenever his excite- 
ment ran away with him. There was 
something unpolished about him, 
something small-time that seemed 
a little out of place when he'd make 
one of his frequent appearances on 
The Tonight Show, back in the days 
when Johnny Carson was hosting 
things. 

Writer/director Sean McGinly once 
worked as Kreskin’s road manager, 
and those experiences form the basis 
of The Great Buck Howard, a minor 
but very likable little comedy/drama 
that came and went from theatres 
faster than a magic trick. It stars Co- 
lin Hanks as Troy Gable, a would-be 
writer who impulsively drops out of 
law school, where he’s miserable, and 
who just as impulsively takes a job 
working for Buck Howard, a once-fa- 
mous stage magician now reduced to 
playing half-empty “arts complexes” 
in places like Bakersfield, Cincinnati, 
and Akron. (He's very big in Akron.) 





The job doesn't make Troy any less 
miserable, but at least now he can 
say he's in showbiz 

Buck is played by John Malkovich, 
who combines his usual lofty aloof- 
ness with an unexpected Vegas-style 
brashness — he shakes everyone's 
hand so hard, he practically yanks 
their arm off, and no matter what 
two-bit town Buck finds himself in, 
his first words are always a boister- 
ous “I love this town!” (It’s especially 
a treat to see Malkovich sit down at 
the piano and deliver a hilariously 
earnest spoken-sung rendition of 
“What the World Needs Now.”) It 
may have been years since his last 
Tonight Show gig, but Buck still car- 
ries himself like a star, his hair per- 
fect, always clad in tuxedos and or- 
ange dress shirts and cufflinks, and 


BUCK BRAGS THAT HE DOES MORE THAN 


AND REFUSES TO BACK DOWN FROM THE STATEMENT. 


Nothing Up His Sleeve | John Malkovich amazes some very small audiences all aver America in The Great Buck Howard. PHOTO COURTESY OF MAGNOLIA PICTURES 


pitching diva fits at even the smallest 
setback. He has plans for a comeback 
too — one astonishing effect that he’s 
convinced will put him back on top. 
The chances of that happening seem 
dim, but it’s probably unwise to count 
out a man with the ability to predict 
the future, 

The film was produced by Tom 
Hanks (who is Colin Hanks’ dad, and 
who has a couple of scenes in the film 
as his fictional father as well), and it 
has the same affection for the lower 
rungs of old-time show business as 
That Thing You Do!, his sole film 
as writer/director. McGinly knows 
this landscape well: it’s a world of 
not-quite-elegant hotel rooms, local 
morning shows, and cheap snacks in 
the backstage dressing rooms. And 
he knows the dreams and delusions 


of the people who inhabit it — the 
way, for instance, that Buck clings 
to his 61 Tonight Show appearances 
as that one incontrovertible piece 
of evidence that proves he's cut out 
for bigger things than a one-night- 
only gig in some Midwest theatre. 
There's a nice scene where Buck 
casually brags that he does more 
than 400 shows a year, and refuses 
to back down from the statement 
even when someone good-naturedly 
points out how that number seems 
physically impossible. 

At the same time, McGinly is very 
careful to remind the audience that, 
as cheesy and old-fashioned as his 
act may be, Buck is a genuinely tal- 
ented performer. He's a pro. He re- 
ally can hypnotize several hundred 
people at a time. Every one of his 


shows concludes with the same trick 


(it was Kreskin's signature effect as 
well): he gives a member of the au- 
dience a wad of cash that represents 
his payment for that night's perfor- 
mance, and while he's backstage, 
has the crowd hide the money some- 
where in the theatre. If he can’t find 
the money, he says, he forfeits his 
payment for the show. And Buck al- 
ways finds his money. No one knows 
how he does it, not even Troy. 

It's a lovely metaphor for that 
mysterious X-factor talent that any 
good performer has — and for the 
idea that Buck really is where he be- 
longs. It's not some empty showbiz 
phrase — he really does “love these 
towns!” And somehow, magically, 
they give him the sustenance he 
needs to survive. 











Alphabet Soup | Elza Dushku? Dichen Lachman? Tahmoh Penikett? Enver freakin’ Gjokai? The cas of Dolfnouse wil test the 
mettle of even the most advanced spellcheck program. PHOTO COURTESY OF 20TH CENTURY FOX 
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DVD DICTATOR - THE MOVIES YOU MUST BUY THIS TUESDAY 








MULTIPLE PERSONALITIES! 


CAST Eliza Dushku, Olivia Wiliams, Harry 
Lennix, Dichen Lachman, Enver Gjokaj 


When Joss Whedon was looking for an ac- 
tress to play a character who takes on an 
entirely new personality every week, maybe 
it wasn't wise to pick Eliza Dushku, whose 
range pretty much toggles between “spunky 
badass” and “confused.” The Whedon die- 
hards are convinced this show is potentially 
amazing; The Dictator remains skeptical, but 
FOX's decision to bring it back for a second 
season was still a pleasant surprise. This DVD 


set also contains the legendary unaired 13th _ 


episode starring A-1 nerd crush Felicia Day. 





NIGHTMARISH se 


CAST | Catherine Deneuve, lan Hendry 


| The first of Roman Polanski's many films 


about fragile personalities freaking out in 
claustrophobic apartments — a series that 
includes Rosemary's Baby, The Tenant, and 
The Pianist — is perhaps the best. The Dicta- 
tor saw it more than 20 years ago, and he still 
hasn't gotten over the stuff with the rabbit or 
the bit, where Catherine Deneuve imagines all 
the hands poking through the wall, grabbing 
at her. This new Criterion edition includes an 


_audio commentary by Polanski and Deneuve, 


plus two documentaries — one new, one old 
— about the making of the film. = 





| ACOMPULSION TO STRIP NAKED AND SOB! 


CAST | ere Ketel, Frankie Thorn, Victor Argo 


Okay, so has everybody seen the trailer for 
Bad Lieutenant: Port of Call New Orleans, 
Werner Herzog’s quasi-sequel to Abel Ferra- 
fa's 1992 art-sleaze masterpiece? With Nico- 
las Cage in the Harvey Keitel role? Taking hits 
from his “lucky crack pipe”? Oh my God, that 
movie looks batshit insane. It's due to come 
out later this year, but already The Dictator 
is itching to rewatch the original. Luckily this 
DVD “special edition” is coming to stores with 
a Ferrara yak track, and if you own the King 
of New York DVD, you know the man's audio 
commentaries are absolutely incomparable. 
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DIRECTOR KATHRYN BIGELOW TALKS ABOUT THE HURT LOCKER, THE IRAQ WAR 
DRAMA THAT'S ALSO THE SUMMER'S MOST EXCITING ACTION FILM 





THE HURT LOCKER 
Directed by Kathryn Bigelow. Starring Jeremy Renner, Anthony Mackie, Brian Geraghty, Guy Pearce, Ralph Fiennes. Opens Fri, July 24. 
to kkk 





The Hurt Locker opens in medias res, and then it pretty much stays there for two solid hours. 
The heroes of the new film from director Kathryn Bigelow are the nerve-shredded members 
of an elite U.S. bomb squad in Baghdad in 2004; every time an army patrol spots a suspicious 
nest of wires or a parked car with an unusually heavy load sitting in the trunk, they’re the 
ones who get called in to defuse the threat. Usually they're working in an area crawling with 
locals, any number of whom could be hostile — which means anyone who pulls out a cellphone 
could simply be checking his messages, or they could be sending a “detonate” order to their 
confederates. 

The film was written by Mark Boal, who based his script on his experiences as an embedded 
journalist in Iraq. (He wrote the Playboy article that Paul Haggis adapted into the moody 2007 
homefront drama In the Valley of Elah.) The script is practically all setpieces: one tension- 
filled, you-are-there bomb scenario after another. And that’s how we get to know our three 
heroes (played by unknowns Anthony Mackie, Brian Geraghty, and Jeremy Renner) — not 
through monologues, or voice-overs reading their letters home, but almost exclusively through 
their behaviour on the mission. ; 

I'd call it an existential war movie, but the appeal of The Hurt Locker is more visceral than 
cerebral. After all, it's directed by the woman who made Point Break, perhaps the most shame- 
lessly enjoyable action picture of the ’90s, and in an odd way, The Hurt Locker could be re- 
garded as a companion piece to that film: like Patrick Swayze in Point Break, Jeremy Renner 
plays a leader driven by his addiction to danger. He's defused more than 800 bombs in his 
career, we're told, and he sleeps with a box of bomb components under his cot — “stuff that 
nearly killed me,” as he puts it. He courts danger so relentlessly, in fact, that in one scene, 
Mackie and Geraghty semi-seriously contemplate killing him before he can pull them into a 
situation that kills them first. They're convinced he has a death wish, but by the end of the 
film, Bigelow makes it clear that the truth is more complicated: this job is the only thing that 
gives Renner’s life meaning. If the situation isn’t life-or-death, how is he supposed to make any 
decisions at all? 

The Hurt Locker is relentless, but the same couldn't be said for the pace of Kathryn Bigelow’s 
career of late. One of the few female directors to have made her reputation almost exclusively 
in the action genre, Bigelow has stayed under the radar since the box-office disappointment of 
1995's Strange Days, with only two little-seen films, 2000's The Weight of Water and the 2002 
submarine thriller K-19: The Widowmaker to her credit. But with The Hurt Locker, which she 
filmed in Jordan just over the border from Iraq during the U.S. “surge,” she's rediscovered the 
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energy of her early genre landmarks like Near Dark, Blue Steel, and Point Break and combined 
it with a real-world, journalistic immediacy. 
Kathryn Bigelow spoke with SEE last week. Here's our conversation. 


SEE Magazine: | rewatched your vampire movie Near Dark the other night to prepare for this 
interview, and there are many moments in that film where characters say, “Fuckin’ daylight.” 
I couldn't help but think that you must have said that a lot as well when you were making The 
Hurt Locker. It looks like it must have been a punishing movie to make. 

Kathryn Bigelow: | was just going to use that term! Actually, though, the light and the 
landscape were so epic that you kind of forgave the heat and savoured the look. It was probably 
the most punishing on Jeremy Renner, who had to wear that 100-pound bomb suit. We were in 
the Middle East, it was summer, it was 100, maybe 110 degrees, and that was a real bomb suit 
full of Kevlar and metal plates — it was not a creation of the wardrobe department. And then 
you add the helmet, which has a fan, but which was not as effective as it could have been. That 
was perhaps the most logically challenging aspect of the shoot — just making sure decay was 
cool and comfortable and conscious. 

SEE: | wonder if there were challenges conceptually with the film as well. It’s so much about 
these setpieces without a lot of dialogue — was it hard to envision the film from what was on 
the page? 

KB: Well, actually, the script was very carefully crafted with such a high degree of specificity. 
Our goal was to transport you, the audience, into what it's like to be a bomb tech in Baghdad 
and walk in their shoes. So a lot of that was right there on the page. And Mark was present 
during the shoot, and we were both very careful to ensure accuracy where we could. 

SEE: | was very impressed by how the tension is sustained throughout the whole film — es- 
pecially since, in most conventional thrillers, scenes where the hero has to defuse a bomb are 
actually kind of boring. There’s no question that the hero is going to survive. Were there strate- 
gies that you came up with in the writing or the shooting to keep the suspense alive? ~ 

KB: I was very inspired by Mark’s first-hand reporting, and I was very keenly aware upon 
reading the script of how inherently dramatic and inherently tense the life of a bomb tech 
would be, so I wasn’t actually comparing it to other films. I was just very focused on what it 
would be like to be there — in an environment that provides 360 degrees of potentially volatile 
situation with no respite. There’s no Saigon. Even in the green zone, you could potentially be 
hit by a mortar round. It’s a pervasively threatening environment, and I think that really in- 
formed the screenplay and the production. Then you add the camerawork, hich i is very alive 
and muscular and gets you inside the emotions of the characters while also p! 
a clearly mapped out geographic space. I think this conflict has been kind of abst act — at least, 
it has been for me, as a member of the general public. So I was keen to grasp the opportunity 
to make it specific, even if the film is set circa 2004. 

SEE: And there's no clear enemy. There's the bomb that has to be deactivated and a whole 
lot of people who per be enemies or might be innocent bystanders. 
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KB: It's one judgment call after another. The thing to remember is that their job is to render safe these 
devices. Their job is to save lives. But you're right: it’s not like the plot transitions into something where 
they have to track down the triggerman, or something like that. I think a lot of that comes from the 
nature of Mark's reporting. During his embed, he saw everything from the soldiers’ perspective, and 
that became the perspective of the film. That's your point of entry, And at the time, language was a huge 
barrier — engaging with the local population was very difficult, even if you as a soldier wanted to. Which 
telescopes the perspective of the film even more. 

SEE: Some pundits have said this could be the first film about Iraq that actually does some business at 
the box office. 

KB: | think there’s always a market for a classic war film, Yes, Platoon is specific to Vietnam, but it’s also 
a classic, defining film about men during wartime, and the psychological price of war. Those are timeless, 
universal thematic investigations worthy of constant exploration 

SEE: | read Manohla Dargis’ recent profile of you in The New York Times, and was fascinated by her 
description of your first short film, The Set-Up, which shows two men fighting while a pair of female 
semioticians provide a voice-over that deconstructs the symbolism of the images. So you come to film 
making from this academic background, you studied with Susan Sontag, and you have a deep familiarity 
with critical theory, So I’m curious to know the extent to which that background comes into play with 
a film like this one. You watch a movie like Blue Steel, and you practically hear all the academic papers 
being scribbled down. But does the semiotician in you have a place in a more reportorial film like The 
Hurt Locker? 

KB: On this one, I think it's perhaps relegated to the deep background or the subconscious. But it never 
really disappears. There's that thing called “clean room” theory — they use it in the legal world — that says 
you can never un-know what you know. So it’s there, but it certainly doesn’t become the text, the way it 
did in The Set-Up, which is all about puzzling out what creates that engagement with what you're seeing 
onscreen. What makes your heart pound? You know, when people watch The Hurt Locker, in that scene 
where Brian is trying to clean the blood off the bullet, they sometimes find themselves trying to conjure 
up spit in their mouths along with him. 

SEE: Right — I think David Edelstein from New York magazine said that in his review, didn't he? 

KB: Exactly. My interest was always in what creates that physiological reaction and trying to unpack 
that process. 

SEE: You get asked this question a lot, but here it is again: one of the things that people always note 
about you is that you're this anomalous figure, a fernale director who is interesting in portraying — and 
so good at portraying — these insular male worlds. And The Hurt Locker is no different. Is that kind of 
milieu something you've always understood from an early age, or is it that you're simply curious about 
them and ask a lot of good questions? 

KB: I definitely pursue these films, so it’s not that they just land in my lap with all the financing in place 
I wish they would! I’m interested in character first and foremost, but | am drawn to characters who find 
themselves in great danger or who have these peak experiences. And that ties in with my desire to use the 
medium in a really experiential way — to put you at ground zero in a particular conflict. This is me kind 
of analyzing it all after the fact, but for me, you get excited by character, and then the character finds 
himself in these potentially threatening, dangerous situations that allow you to use the medium ina way 
that expands and stretches the form. It goes from the inside out. 

SEE; How would you describe your relationship to violence? Are you fascinated by it? Appalled by it? 
How do the percentages break down? 

KB: I don't really look at it as violence per se, but | am fascinated by that physiological contract that the 
viewer makes with the screen, and that a certain kind of material can achieve Comedy is a similar thing 
too — you're laughing at those characters. So what transcends the purely visual process of watching? 
How and why are you engaged to a point of ... | mean, when I was screening Strange Days, I loved watch- 
ing the audience react to that opening sequence, the point-of-view shot of that character running up those 
stairs. People in their seats would have their legs moving! What creates that engagement? 

SEE; | still remember that long, long foot chase in Point Break through those narrow back alleys where 
you don't really know what's around each corner. And | don’t know what the trick is — like, if you put 
the camera the right number of feet above the ground combined with the right lens, does some magical 


alchemy happen within the viewer? 
KB: You never quite know. It’s not scientific — it's ephemeral, you can’t quantify it. I think that’s where 
art comes in. 
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PART TIME CLASSES 


STARTS SEPT 1, 2009 
CLASSES 85% FULL! 


FULL TIME CLASSES 


STARTS SEPT 1", 2009 


CLASSES 85% FULL! 
















If you want to learn about studio 


recording, concert sound,movie 






sound, radio or record production 


we can make it happen! 








Chunk, Storewell, Keating, Roke, Tupelo Honey, Matthew Grin, Vendento, Ecoline Crush, 
EMI, War Party, Shoreline Record, 604 Records, Long Way Down, KOAN, HAVEN, Amoeba 
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250,000 MILES FROM HOME, 
THE HARDEST THING TO FACE... 
IS YOURSELF. 


SAM ROCKWELL 


A FILM BY DUNCAN JONES 
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Food Inc. 


» Nightly @ 7:10 & 9:10pm 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
MATINEES @ 2:00pm 


No 7:00pm Wed, July 
22nd Private Booking 
RATED: P.G. MATURE SUBJECT 
MATTER 


Moon 


Nightly @ 7:00 & 9:00om 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
MATINEES @ 2:306m 
RATED: 14A 
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Visit us online @ magictanterntheatres.ca . 
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THE MOST ACCLAIMED FILM OF THE YEAR! 


“THE BEST ACTION MOVIE OF THE 
A VISCERALLY EXCITING, ADRENALINE-SOAKED TOUR DE FORCE OF 
SUSPENSE AND SURPRISE. YOU MAY EMERGE FROM ‘THE HURT LOCKER’ 
SHAKEN, EXHILARATED AND DRAINED, BUT YOU WILL ALSO BE THINKING.” 


She New York Eimes —A.0. Scott 
PIII 0 
A TRIUMPH OF EXPERIENTIAL CINEMA, 


FILLED WITH RIGOROUS MOMENT-BY-MOMENT VISCERAL TENSION.” 


THE GLOBE AND MAIL — “am Lacey 
“thnk 


A LEAN & MUSCULAR FILM...HITS YOU 
LIKE A BUS. VANCOUVER SUN — Katherine Monk 


“AN UNQUALIFIED TRIUMPH. 


IT SIMPLY BLOWS YOU APART. BY THE TIME THIS REMARKABLE FILM 
COMES TO AND END, WE FEEL IT IN OUR SOULS.” 


i PDDAE cae fos Angeles Times — Kenneth Turan 
START THE OSCAR DRUMBEATS NOW.” 


TORONTO SLAR — Peter Howell 


“A CLASSIC OF TENSION, FEAR AND BRAVERY. 


TT WILL BE STUDIED 20 YEARS FROM NOW.” He new Yornen —Dave Demby 


WINNER - BEST FILM $& 
VENICE FILM FESTIVAL SIGNIS GRAND PRIZE 


2 NOMINEE 
* BEST ACTOR 
JEREMY RENNER 

SPIRIT AWARDS 


nominees 
BEST. SUPPORTING ACTOR 
I ANTHONY eet | 
SPIRIT AWARDS 


STARTS FRIDAY! ( saanvcinnon 
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Edie Come, Edie Go 


DREW BARRYMORE AND 
JESSICA LANGE RE-ENACT 
THE BACKSTORY BEHIND THE 
LEGENDARY DOCUMENTARY 
GREY GARDENS 





| GREY GARDENS 


Directed by Michael Sucsy. Starring Drew Barrymore, Jessica 
Lange, Jeanne Tripplehorn. Naw on DVD, 
KKK 





I never really thought of Drew Bar- 


rymore asa character actor so much 





as a lovely character. She’s one of 
those performers where you don't re- 
ally bother to learn the name of the 


| person they're playing. Instead you 


just continually refer to said person 
as “Drew Barrymore's character.” As 
delightful as it is to see her smile on 
screen, it’s still her smile — that is, 
until Grey Gardens. 

Barrymore becomes “Little Edie” 
to Jessica Lange’s “Big Edie” in this 
dramatic quasi-prequel to the 1975 
documentary of the same name. De- 
scended from the Bouvier line, the 
Edies first became a tabloid story be- 
cause of the contrast between their 
squalid lifestyle and their relation- 
ship to Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy 
Onassis — they were her cousin and 
aunt respectively. The original docu- 
mentary, shot by Albert and David 
Maysles, caught two former social- 
ites in disrepair, having rejected the 
world to live in their raccogn-infest- 


| ed summer home in East Hampton. 


They had, in essence, become man- 


sion-dwelling crazy cat ladies 

Like so many people who watched 
the original Grey Gardens, director 
Michael Sucsy was fascinated these 
wildly eccentric women, but he had 
lingering questions — for instance, 


| how did a set of Bouviers, who had 
| glamour, charm, and connections, 


COURTESY OF HBO FILMS 


end up in such a state? Sucsy’s film 
tries to supply an answer by follow- 
ing the Beales through the ’30s all 
the way up to the ’70s. We watch as 
the family tries and fails to escape 
the effects of the Depression, while 
Little Edie tries and fails to become 
an independent entertainer instead 
of someone's wife. As fiercely as 
Little Edie dreams and as fast as her 
feet carry her to New York, her mom 
always finds a way of keeping her at 
home, always in manipulative, and 
sometimes callous ways. 

The recreations of famous scenes 
from the Maysles documentary are 
when Barrymore truly disappears. 
The accent, the vocal tics, the soft- 
shoe routines, the eye rolls, the way 
she compulsively fidgets with her 
headscarves — which Little Edie wore 
to hide the hair loss she suffered 
from stress — are uncannily similar 
to the original. These traits carry 
over to the rest of the film, but Bar- 


rymore lets them appear naturally. 
She figures out how these well-aged 
peculiarities started out as charming 








Scarved For Attention | Drew Barrymore (right) and Jessica Lange share a moment of reflection in Grey Gardens, PHOTO 





quirks, making the performance all 
the more believable and striking. 

I have yet to mention Lange's per- 
formance, because, of course, it's 
perfect. By the time the film hits 
the '70s, Big Edie is spending most 
of her time in bed, yet she still has 
the presence of a woman who knows 
she was once fabulous and refuses to 
break her own illusions. She poses 
for the camera in a floppy red, white, 
and blue beach hat as she sits in her 
nightgown stroking one of her many 
cats. With an actress like Lange, 
that’s enough; it’s fascinating. 

Despite the fact that these leading 
ladies manage to evoke the real-life 
Beales, they can't quite answer the 
question of why these women chose 
to live amongst cat urine, raccoon 
droppings, and black mould. Love, 
pride, and illness certainly all play 
their parts, and though we begin to 
understand a little of how this rela- 
tionship developed, the film does not 
read like an open book. But that's 
probably what's. appealing about 
these two nuts — they never crack. 
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MOVIE REVIEW - CRITERION DOES IT AGAIN! - BY LUKE DE SMET & CLARA LOGINOV 1693 wos 


Did Jean-Luc Godard 
Make Date Movies? 





THE ANNUAL 12-HOUR DRAWI 
LATITUDE 53, 10248-106 St_____— 








The Passion Of Anna | Made in U.S.A. was Godard's final collaboration with actress Anna Karina — and his films 


HARDLY, BUT THIS DVD DOUBLE 
FEATURE OF '60S CLASSICS 
FROM THE NEW WAVE AUTEUR 
SUITS LUKE AND CLARA JUST 
FINE 





MADE IN U.S.A. 

Directed by Jean-Luc Godard. Starring Anna Karina, Jean- 
Pierre Léaud, Laszlé Szabé. Now on DVD. 

KK Ke 


TWO OR THREE THINGS | KNOW ABOUT HER 
Directed by Jean-Luc Godard, Starring Joseph Gehrard, 
Marina Vlady, Anny Duperey. Now on DVD, 

tok ks 





In honour of Criterion’s characteris- 
tically gorgeous new DVD editions 
of two of the key films from Jean- 
Luc Godard’s prolific mid-'60s hot 
streak, SEE asked its resident mov- 
le-critic power couple Luke de Smet 
and Clara Loginov to share their 
thoughts. Their conversation, which 
is mercifully free of subtitles and 
Jump cuts, went as follows. 


Luke: We both adore Jean-Luc Go- 
dard, French new wave star and one 
of the most important directors of 
the ‘60s. But before getting too ex- 
cited about Criterion releasing Made 
in U.S.A. and Two or Three Things 
| Know About Her, a warning to the 
Godard-uninitiated is in order: do not 
Start with these films. 

Clara: | agree. Two or Three 
Things, particularly, is a stylistic 
mash-up of Godard’s earlier films, 
such as Masculine Féminin, Vivre 
Sa Vie, and Breathless. In Breath- 
less, Godard, ever the film historian, 
had Jean-Paul Belmondo dangle a 
Cigarette from his lips, emulating 
Humphrey Bogart; in Two or Three 
Things, Godard has become his own 


point of reference, so having a grasp 
of his style and his place in film his- 
tory will be pretty helpful 

Luke: Even having seen those 
films, Made in U.S.A. was hard for 
me to make sense of at times. I get 
that Anna Karina solves her ex-lov- 
er's murder to the sound of (I think?) 
missiles. Jean-Pierre Léaud makes a 
delightfully bizarre appearance doing 
... something. And it’s communist, or 
whatever. But as usual, the madness 
is a stylistic joy to watch 

Clara: Two or Three Things cer 
tainly shares its politics with Made 
in U.S.A., and it can be equally in- 
comprehensible. It cuts between a 
Parisian woman working part-time 
as a prostitute, and abstract ele- 
ments that depict the changing world 
around her. Godard uses shots of 
cranes, sounds of machinery, “inter- 
views,” advertisements, comic strip 
panels, and the whole Godardian 
kitchen sink, to express the satura- 
tion of information that the modern 
person faces. That's one of the most 
daunting things about Godard’s work 
in this period: he was really striving 
to make films about everything in the 
world at that moment 

Luke: It's a daunting but impor- 
tant period. As paradoxically both 
a historian and an iconoclast, con 
suming the world around him yet 
critiquing it relentlessly, Godard’s 
development during the ‘60s feels 
like a Marxist dialectic; these films 
are approaching synthesis. In the 
following year came the May ‘68 
general strike, and Godard’s decision 
to become an obscure pinko propa- 
gandist after divorcing Karina and 
making a movie about yuppie can- 
nibals. Though not always good (or 
even bearable), Godard’s transfor- 
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would never be quite as emotional again. PHOTO COURTESY 
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mations were in his very nature as a | | 


filmmaker. 

Clara: I love how Two or Three 
Things sits on the peak of that ma- 
jor transformation and shows all of 
Godard’s various sensibilities, from 
high to low to pinko. It features both 
banalities of everyday life, and the 
cosmos being recreated in a cup of 
coffee, and has a lot to say about both 


The dialogue ranges from things like 
“Style is the man; therefore art is the 


humanizing of forms” to “My sweat- 


er is blue.” Though what really sets | 
this film apart for me is that it feels | 


like one of Godard’s most personal 


He narrates it himself, often talking | 


about the limitations of language and 
the impossibility of communication, 


but he whispers as if confessing se- | 


crets straight into the viewer's ear. 
Godard is not warm and fuzzy, but I 
get strangely choked up by lines like 
“I can't tear myself away from the 
objectivity that crushes me, nor from 
the subjectivity that isolates me.” 
You get a glimpse of some emotional 
core, I think — he’s just really French 
about showing it. 

Luke: For all this talk of cosmos 
and emotion, the best reasons to love 
Godard are superficial, which is why 
of his many changes, these films 
represent the most tragic. Made in 
U.S.A. is the last of his films to fea- 
ture Anna Karina — my pick for cin- 
ema’s most beautiful woman — and 
Two or Three Things is the beginning 
of his career without her. And really, 
for all his lofty credentials, is there 
anything Godard does quite so well 
as film a pretty girl? 

Clara: No, and that’s the real rea- 
son I’m excited for these Criterion 
editions: pretty people in high-defi- 
nition digital transfers! 
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MOVIE GUIDE: WHAT’S PLAYING IN THE THEATRES 


- 








OPENING THIS WEEK 


G-FORCE 

Bill Nighy, Zach Galifianakis, and Will Amett 
starin director Hoyt Yeatman’s CGl-enhanced 
kiddie comedy about a squad of superintel- 
ligent guinea pigs who are the only things 
standing in the way of a megalomaniac bil- 
lionaire’s evil plan to take over the world. 


THE HURT LOCKER 

Jeremy Renner, Anthony Mackie, Brian Ger- 
aghty, Ralph Fiennes, and Guy Pearce star 
in Point Break director Kathryn Bigelow's 
felentlessly tense drama about an elite 
army bomb disposal unit in Baghdad and 
their adrenaline-addicted new commanding 


Distaff Damien | Isabelle Fuhrman is a very bad seed indeed in Orphan. PHOTO COURTESY OF WARNER BROS. 





officer. 


ORPHAN 

Vera Farmiga, Peter Sarsgard, Isabelle 
Fuhrman, and CCH Pounder star in House of 
Wax director Jaume Collet-Serra’s horror film 
about a couple who begin to suspect their 
newly adopted nine-year-old daughter may 
be evil. 


THE PAJAMA GAME 

Doris Day, John Raitt, Carol Haney, and Ed- 
die Foy Jr. star in directors Stanley Donen 
and George Abbott's 1957 film version of the 
ever-popular Broadway musical about ro- 
mance and labour disputes at the Sleep-Tite 
Pajama Factory. Royal Alberta Museum: Mon, 


July 7 (8pm) 


THE UGLY TRUTH 

Katherine Heigl, Gerard Butler, Cheryl Hines, 
and Eric Winter star in Legally Blonde director 
Robert Luketic’s romantic comedy about an 
unlucky-in-love morning show hostess who 
becomes the victim of a male co-worker in- 
tent on testing out his chauvinistic relation- 
ship theories. 


ALSO PLAYING 


BRUNO 

It would take a dozen semioticians and 
queer-theory experts working around the 
clock to untangle the complex, often self- 
contradicting themes and images in Sacha 
Baron Cohen's latest quasi-documentary 
prank on uptight America. It's often howl- 
ingly funny, but frequently incoherent — and 
mean-spirited, too. 

b oe aXOXe 


FOOD INC. 

Director Robert Kenner's documentary about 
the deleterious effects of the corporate food 
industry doesn’t uncover any new informa- 
tion, but it puts some important but unap- 
petizing facts into an easily digestible pack- 


age — and that alone is worth praise. 
kt ee 


THE HANGOVER 

It kind of feels like a feature-length version of 
the greatest Super Bowl ad of all time, but 
there's no denying that this raunchy com- 
edy delivers big laughs. Zach Galifianakis is a 
scene-stealer as a hapless groomsman. 

tok tb 


HARRY POTTER AND THE HALF-BLOOD 
PRINCE 

The Harry Potter series has promised so 
much magic over the years and has so rarely 
delivered it. But the sixth chapter in the saga 
comes closer than any of its predecessors. 
Frank Dillane is a particularly creepy addition 
to the ever-expanding cast. 

Kk 


I LOVE YOU, BETH COOPER 
Thoroughly unlovable. 


teow 


ICE AGE: DAWN OF THE DINOSAURS 


Blue Sky Studios, creators of the ugliest-. 


looking computer animation in the business, 
deliver the third film in their series of prehis- 
toric adventures. The plot is perfunctory, and 


the focus on the characters’ various midlife 
crises gives kids little to relate to. 
GX aX aXe 


MOON 

An engrossing throwback to the cerebral 
brand of sci-fi that ruled the ‘70s until Star 
Wars came along. Sam Rockwell is terrific as 
aman slowly going crazy after three years 


alone on a lunar mining outpost. 
tok kk 


PUBLIC ENEMIES 

Michael Mann's Dillinger epic is a beautiful- 
looking bust, All the elements are here 
— charismatic stars, a director who under- 
stands crime — but somehow they don't 
quite cohere into a satisfying whole. 

Oo axaxe 


TRANSFORMERS: REVENGE OF THE FALLEN 
Remember when summer movies tried to en- 
tertain you instead of beat you up? We have 
nothing against brainless entertainment, but 
this noisy, bloated monstrosity isn't even fun. 
We're giving it two stars, though, as a way of 
honouring the months of work those poor 
CGI animators must have devoted to this 
worthless final product. 

bo GOK aXG 














8712-109 STREET © 433-0728 


WETASKIWIN CINEMA 4 PLEX 





THE HURT LOCKER 14k 
Nightly 6:45, 9:15; Sot & Sun moatinees 2:00. Violence, coarse language. 








fi 10337 82 VENUE © 4330728 
FOOD INC PG 








MOON 4A 


Nightly 7:00, 9:00; Sat & Sun mofinees 2:30. 


PARKLAND 


____130 Century Grossing, Spruce Grove °962-2332 
G-FORCE G 
Nightly 7:10, 9:10; matinees Sat Sun Tues & Thus 1:10, 3:10. 


























G-FORCE 6 
Nightly 6:55, 9:20; matinees 12:55, 3:20 q 
HARRY POTTER AND THE HALF-BLOOD PRINCE PG 
Nightly 6:40, 9:45; matinees 12:40, 3:40. Violence, frightening scenes. 
THE UGLY TRUTH 144 


Nighy 7:05, 9:25; matinees 1:05, 3:25 ’ 
MY SISTER KEEPER PG 
Nighy 7:00, 9:30; matinees 1;00, 3:20. Cude content. 
SOUTH EDMONTON 
1525 99 Steet « 436-8585 


THE UGLY TRUTH ; MA 
FreWed 12:05, 2:35, 5:05, 7:40, 10:15; Thurs 12:05, 2:35, 4:45, 7:40, 
10:15. Language may offend, sexual content. No posses, 




















Nightly 7:05, 9:15; motinees Sat Sun Tues & Thurs 1:05, 3:15. 
Coarse language. __ 


THE UGLY TRUTH 148 G-FORCE 6 
Nightly 7:00, 9:05; mafinees Sat Sun Tues & Thurs 1:00, 3:05; Movies for Frithurs 12:45, 3:15, 5:25, 7:45, 10;10; FreThurs 11:50, 2:15, 4:45, 
‘Mommies Tues. 1-00. Sexual content, language may offend. ; 7-20, 9:45. No passes 

ORPHAN 18A ORPHAN as) TBA 
Nightly 6:50, 9:20; mofinees Sot Sun Tues & Thus 12:50, 3:20. ————_FsThus 1:25, 4:25, 7:25, 10:45. No posses. 

TRANSFORMERS: REVENGE OF THE FALLEN PG —_ HARRY POTTER AND THE HALF-BLOOD PRINCE PG 
Nightly 6:45, 9:30; matinees Sot Sun Tues & Thurs 12:45, 3:30. FiWed 11:30, 12:00,2:00, 3:00, 3:45, 5:30, 6:30, 7:15, 9:00, 10:00, 
Violence, ude content, not recommended for young cdren. 10:40; Thurs 11:30, 12:00,3:00, 3:45, 5:30, 6:30, 7:15, 9:00, 10:00, 
ICE AGE: DAWN OF THE DINOSAURS G 10:40; FréThurs 9:30; Stor & Strollers Screening Thurs 1:00. 

Nightly 6:55, 9:00; matinees Sot Sun Tues 8 Thurs 12:55, 3:00. Frightening scenes, violence. No passes. — 

THE PROPOSAL PG BRUNO 18A 


FreThurs 11:35, 2:10, 4:40, 7:50, 10:20. Longuage may offend, nudity, 
crude sexual content. 





HARRY POTTER AND THE HALF BLOOD PRINCE PG 
Nigtly 6:30, 9:25; matines Sot Sun Tues & Thus 12:30, 3:25. Violence, 


frightening scenes. 


9828-1014 AVENUE (ZEIDLER HALL, CITADEL THEATRE) © 425-9212 
REOPENS IN THE FALL 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


GRANDIN MALL, SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL AVE,, ST. ALBERT © 458-9822 























THE ORPHAN 18A 
FreThurs 1:30, 4:30, 7:05, 9:30. No passes. 

TRANSFORMERS: REVENGE OF THE FALLEN PG 
FreThurs 1:05, 3:50, 6:40, 9:25. 

Violence, crude content, not recommended for young children. 

G- FORCE G 
FreThurs 1:00, 2:45, 4:30, 6:15, 8:00, 9:40. 

HARRY POTTER AND THE HALF-BLOOD PRINCE PG 
Friethurs 12:40, 3:35, 6:30, 9:20. Violence, frightening scenes. 

ICE AGE: DAWN OF THE DINOSAURS G 
FreThurs 1:05, 2:50, 4:35, 6:25. 

BRUNO 18A 


FreThurs 8:15, 9:45. Language may offend, nudity, crude sexual content. 














4702-50 St. Leduc ® 986-2728 
G-FORE 6 
Nightly 6:55, 9:20; mofinees 12:55, 3:20, 
HARRY POTTER AND THE HALF-BLOOD PRINCE PG 
Nightly 6:40, 9:45; matinees 12:40, 3:40. Violence, frightening scenes. 
THE UGLY TRUTH MA 
Nightly 7:05, 9:25; matinees 1:05, 3:25. 
IMY SISTER KEEPER PG 


Nightly 7:00, 9:30; matinees 1:00, 3:20. Crude content. 
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THE HURT LOCKER 14A 
FréThurs 1:20, 4:20, 7:30, 10:35. Violence, coarse longuage. 

ICE AGE: DAWN OF THE DINOSAURS G 
FreThues 12:10, 2:40, 5:10, 7:35, 10:00. 

PUBLIC ENEMIES 148 
FreThurs 12:15, 3:50, 7:00, 10:05. Violence. & 
MY SISTER’S KEEPER 14a 
FreWed 11:25. Moture theme. . I 
TRANSFORMERS: REVENGE OF THE FALLEN 14A 


FreThurs 11:45, 3:10, 6:45, 10:40. Not recommended for young children. 


HARRY POTTER AND THE HALF-BLOOD PRINCE PG 
Frelues, Thurs 12:00, 1:15, 2:15, 3:30, 4:45, 6:20, 7:00, 8:25, 9:50, 
10:30; Wed 12:00, 2:15, 3:30, 4:45, 6:20, 7:00, 8:15, 9:50, 10:30; 








Stor & Strollers Screening Wed 1:00. 

Frightening scenes, violence. No passes. = 

1 LOVE YOU, BETH COOPER 4A 
Fri-Thurs 1:30. Crude sexual content, language may offend. Fe 
BRUNO 18A 




















SHOWTIMES JULY 24-30, 2009 





ICE AGE: DAWN OF THE DINOSAURS G 
FreThus 2:00, 4:20, 6:55, 9:15 jee 
BRUNO 18A 


FriThurs 12:20, 2:30, 4:50, 7:15, 9:35. Language may offend, nudity, 
crude sexual content, No passes. 





130 AVENUE & 50 STREET # 4729779 


LUCK (HINDI W/E.S.T.) 
FriSat 1:05, 4:05, 745, 10:45; SunThus 1:05, 4105, 7:45. 











STC 








HARRY POTTER AND THE HALF-BLOOD PRINCE PG 
Fri 11:50, 3:20, 4:80, 6:40, 8:00, 10:00; Sot.Thus 11:50, 1:00, 3:20, 
4:30, 6:40, 8:00, 10:00. Frightening scenes, violence. 














IMAGINE THAT 6 
FreSot 1:20, 4:15, 6:50, 9:15, 11:35; Sun-Thurs 1:20, 4:15, 6:50, 
9:15. 

THE TAKING OF PELHAM 123 

FreSot 1:35, 4:10, 7:15, 9:45, 12:00; SunThurs 1:35, 4:10, 7:15, 
9:45. Violence, coarse language. 

LAND OF THE LOST PG 
FriSot 1:45, 4:40, 7:10, 9:35, 11:50; SunThurs 1:45, 4:40, 7:10, 

9:35. Corse language, aude content. 

MY LIFE IN RUINS PG 
FreSat 1:25, 4:15, 7:00, 9:20, 11:30; Sun-Thurs 1:15, 4:15, 7:00, 
9:20. Sexual content. 












14A 

























DRAG ME TO HELL 4A 
FreSat 2:00, 4:50, 7:30, 10:00, 12:15; Sun-Thurs 2:00, 4:50, 7:30, 
10:00. Not recommended for children, frightening scenes. 

























FréThurs 1:00, 3:10, 5:30, 8:00, 10:40, Language may offend, nudity, THE UGLY TRUTH 14A 
crude seal content — FricThurs 1:30, 4:10, 7:00 9:25. Language may offend, sexual content. 
ICE AGE: DAWN OF THE DINOSAURS G ORPHAN 18A 
FreThus 12:30, 2:45, 5:20, 7:45, 10:05 ____FiéThus 12:50, 3:50, 6:50, 9:45. No poses ae 
PUBLIC ENEMIES MAG FORE ; ¢ 
FreThurs 12:10, 3:40, 6:45, 9:45. Violence. Fahurs 12:00, 2:20, 4:45, 710, 9:30 
Phas 0640 91 “ ROE 
freThurs 4:00, 6:40, 910. Mature theme WESTMOUNT CENTRE CINEMAS 
TRANSFORMERS: REVENGE OF THE FALLEN VA J AVENUE & GROAT ROAD © 455-8726 
FreThurs 12:15, 3:50, 7:10, 10:20 HARRY POTTER AND THE HALF-BLOOD PRINCE PG 
Not recommended for children, crude content, violence. FriSun 12:00, 3:30, 6:50, 10:10; Mon-Thurs 12:00, 3:20, 6:50, 10:10 
THE PROPOSAL ai 5 PG Frightening scenes, violence, ~ 
FréThurs 1:40, 4:15, 6:50, 9:20. Coorse language PUBLIC. ENEMIES 4A 
THE HANGOVER = Tan __‘elhurs 12:15, 3:40, 6:35, 9:55. Violence 
Fr-Thurs 1:50, 5:00, 7:50, 10:15. Language may offend, nudity, crude THE UGLY TRUTH 14A 
content. Pte FréThurs 12:30, 3:00, 7:00, 9:30. Language may offend, sexual content. 
uP G TRANSFORMERS: REVENGE OF THE FALLEN PG 
FriThurs 11:50, 2:20, 4:40, 7:05, 9:40. FreThurs 11:45, 3:10, 6:25, 9:45.Crude content, violence, not 
ded for chile 
CITY CENTRE 9 CINEMAS peed Be 
23RD FLOOR PHASE I 101 st. & 102 AVE. © 421-7020 SCOTIABANK THEATRE 

THE UGLY TRUTH eet SVK WEST EDMONTON MALL © 8882-170 STREET © 444-2400 

THE UGLY TRUTH MA 


FreThurs 12:45, 3:15, 6:40, 9:15. Languoge may offend, nudity, crude 
sexual content. 


HARRY POTTER AND THE HALF-BLOOD PRINCE PG 








FieThurs 12:10, 2:40, 5:10, 7:40, 10:10. Language may offend, sexual 
content. No passes. 














FreThurs 12:00, 12:30, 3:30, 4:00, 7:00, 7:30, 10:30. Frightening G-FORE 6 
scenes, violence. No passes. FreThurs 11:40, 2:00, 4:30, 6:50, 9:15. No passes. 

G-FORCE a G ORPHAN 18A 
FreThurs 12:10, 2:30, 4:50, 7:10, 9:30. FreThurs 1:10, 4:10, 7:30, 10:40. No passes. 

THE HANGOVER 18A HARRY POTTER AND THE HALF-BLOOD PRINCE PG 


FreThurs 1:00, 4:30, 7:20, 9:50. 
Longuage may offend, nudity, crude content, 


























FreTues, Thurs 11:30, 12:00,1-15, 2:55, 3:30, 4:45, 6:30, 7:00, 8:15, 
10:00, 10:30; Wed 11:30, 12:00, 2:55, 3:30, 4:45, 6:30, 7:00, 8:15, 
10:00, 10:30; Star & Strollers Screening Wed 1:00. 

















NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: BATTLE OF THE SMITHSONIAN PG 
FreSot 1:30, 4:20, 7:00, 9:25, 11:40; Su-Thurs 1:30, 4:20, 7:00, 
9:25. 
TERMINATOR SALVATION 

FreSat 1:20, 4:05, 6:55, 9:40, 12:05; Sum-Thurs 1:20, 4:05, 6:55, 
9:40. 












14A 

















ANGELS & DEMONS 4A 
FreThurs 1:15, 4:00, 6:50, 9:50. Violence. 
X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE 14a 





FreSot 1:40, 4:35, 7:05, 9:30, 11:45; SurThurs 1:40, 4:35, 7:05, 
9:30, yi 
HANNAH MONTANA: THE MOVIE 6 
FriSot 1:40, 4:35, 7:05, 9:30, 11:45; Sun-Thu 1:40, 4:35, 7:05, 
9:30. 
MONSTERS VS. ALIENS 6 
FréThurs 1:50, 4:45, 7:20, 9:30. 
GALAXY CINEMAS 
2020 SHERWOOD DR., SHERWOOD PARK. 416:0150 


THE UGLY TRUTH 
FreThurs 1:00, 4:15, 7:00, 9:30. Language may offend, sexual content. 






































14A 








































































THE PROPOSAL PG PUBLIC ENEMIES MA Frighteni 5 if No 
FiThurs 1:10, 4:30, 7:05, 9:40, Coorse language. FriThurs 12:40, 3:50, 7:05, 10:15. Violence. No posses ening scenes, violence. No passes. = ae - 
° UNO 18A 
THE HANGOVER 18A TRANSFORMERS: REVENGE OF THE FALLEN Foe ee a ae Pete cet 
FieSet, MorThus 1:15, 4:00, 7:10, 950; Sun 1:15, 7:10, 10:05. FreMon Thus 12:15, 3:45, 7:15, 10:40; SotSun 12:15, 3:45, 7:15, pal ol 2 a 15, 7:50, 10:20. Language may offend, nudity, _—_FreThurs 12:00, 2:30, 4:45, 7:10, 9:25. No passes. 
Language may offend, nudity, cude content. 10:45. Crude content, violence, not recommended for children, sexu content; No passes. = ORPHAN 18A 
uP = G BRUNO Tea _'CEAGE: DAWN OF THE DINOSAURS G —_—_FreThurs 1:15, 4:10, 7:45, 10:40. No passes. 
FréThurs 12:50, 3:25, 6:45. FréTues, Thurs 12:20, 3:00, 6:30, 9:00; Wed 12:20, 3:00, 9:00. FeeThurs 11:50, 2:10, 4:40, 7:10, 9:40. HARRY POTTER AND THE HALF-BLOOD PRINCE PG 
STAR TREK PG onguage may offend, nudity, crude sexual content. No posses. PUBLIC ENEMIES 4A Fré-Thurs 11:30, 12:15, 2:45, 3:40, 6:15, 7:15, 9:45, 10:45. Violence, 
Fi, Mon Wed 11:40, 3:20, 6:50, 9:50; Sot 3:20, 6:40, 9:50; SurThurs ORPHAN Ten —_[iflws 12:90; 3:40, 6:40, 9:45. Violence Kighaobaisomes apace 
11-40, 3:20, 9:50. Violence. FreThurs 12:50, 3:40, 6:50, 10:00. No passes. TRANSFORMERS: REVENGE OF THE FALLEN 4A BRUNO 18A 
METROPOLITAN OPERA: EUGENE ONEGIN STC OPUS ARTE: LAST NIGHT OF THE PROMS sre Fito, Morthus 12:15, 3:45, 7:15, 1045; Sun 12-15, 1045; Fives fFThus 7:50, 10:10. tnguoge my offend, muy, code sea cone 
Sat 11:00. SatSun 11:00 11:45, 3:15, 6:45, 10:15. Not recommended for children, crude content, ICE AGE: DAWN OF THE DINOSAURS 6 
= -_ violence. FreThurs 11:45, 2:20, 4:50, 7:30, 9:40. 
WWE: NIGHT OF CHAMPIONS 2009 sT¢ Te es Bina te 
ea CLAREVIEW 10 CINEMAS THE PROPOSAL PG —_ PUBLIC ENEMIES ak 
: 4211-139TH AVENUE © 472-7600 FréThurs 1:00, 4:00, 7:20, 9:50. Coorse language. FreThurs 12:20, 3:20. Violence. > 
NORTH EDMONTON THE HANGOVER 18A THE HANGOVER 18A TRANSFORMERS: REVENGE OF THE FALLEN 4A 
i 14231-1371th Avenue © 732-2223 FreThus 1:50, 4:40, 7:20, 10:05: Language may offend, nudity, crude Frelues, Thurs 1:30, 4:50, 8:00, 10:45; Wed 1:30, 4:00, 10:45. FreThurs 12:10, 3:30, 6:45, 10:00. Not recommended for children, crude 
THE UGLY TRUTH 14a Coflent. Longuage may offend, nudity, ude content, content, violence, Ho passes. \ 
FieThus 12:40, 2:50, 5:10, 740, 10:10 Longuoge moy offend, semuol THE PROPOSAL PG WWE: NIGHT OF CHAMPIONS 2009 STC THE PROPOSAL = LPG 
content. No passes. FreThurs 1:10, 4:00, 6:45, 9:40. Coarse language. Sun 6:00. FriThurs 1:30, 4:00, 7:20, 9:50. Coarse longuage. WY 
G-FORCE G TRANSFORMERS: REVENGE OF THE FALLEN 14a HARRY POTTER AND THE HALF-BLOOD PRINCE PG THE HANGOVER “18A 
FrtThurs 12:20, 2:30, 4:50, 7:15, 9:30. No passes. FirThurs 11:55, 3:15, 6:35, 9:55. Wed-Thurs 11:45, 3:15, 6:45, 10:15. Frightening scnees, violence. FriThurs 1:45, 4:30, 7:40, 10:20. Language may offend, nudity, crude’, 
18A Crude content, violence, not recommended for children, content. fs ‘i 


ORPHAN 
FreThurs 1:20, 4:30, 7:30, 10:25. No passes. 
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Studio\isi' 


Greg Swain | painter, printmaker 
BY ANDREW PAUL, PHOTO BY AARON PEDERSEN 


Where are we right now? 

This used to be the original City Market. Forty years ago, this was a big farmers' market where 
you'd get fish vendors and chicken vendors and, you know, vegetables. Now, this is City Market 
Apartments. It’s a Gene Dub building that he's filled up with artists, writers, and musicians. He 
wants major artist content in this building, and of course it's low-income so it supports the 
lifestyle of poor artist types. I've been here for about a year and a half. | moved from ArtsHab, 
so we sort of moved in here to try and bring this community together in a similar way. 


How did you hear about this place? 
There was a call for artists to come live in the building, and then | managed to work my way to 
become the building manager here. So | get paid to run this small city, It’s a bit bizarre, 


How many artists live here? 

I'd say there are about 100 tenants and | would say 75 per cent of them are in arts-related 
fields — photographers, painters, and lots of musicians, some writers and some fashion peo- 
ple. The average age of the tenants is about 30, so it's got this real sort of college dorm feel to 
it, not like a regular apartment building, so that’s a really nice aspect 


Has your studio always been in your home? 
Yes. 


is that by choice? 

Economically speaking, it makes sense, It's nice to be able to go away to a different studio so| 
do some work out at the lake or out at the farm. I'm not chained to a lot of equipment Every- 
thing can be transported so it’s easy to draw or paint wherever | am 


How much studio space do you have here? 


This apartment is 1,300 square feet, and I'd say half of it is my studio. | use the loft, and there's 
another adjoining office 


ts there anything difficult about working here? 

If 'm working late at night, | shouldn't be working in my office because it's above the bedroom 
of the peopie underneath me, so that sort of restricts me as to what | can do. | try not to walk 
around at three in the morning, because they can hear me, and then |'d get a noise complaint. 


But you’re the manager of the building! 
Well, that’s the problem. I'm the building manager; | have to report myself, | guess. | tried to 
evict myself once, but that didn't really work out. 


Each week for 10 weeks, SEE Magazine and Aaron Pedersen and Eugene Uhuad will be profiling 
a different artist in their studio space. Visit the completed series at www.seemagazine.com. 








Uke Maus, But With 


: - . Saas 
Donkeys And Monkeys | Yann Martel says that his s-yet-untitled allegory featuring talking animals 
One of the few works where an artist has “let the imagination loose on the Holocaust.” PHOTO COURTESY OF HARCOURT TRADE 
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ARTS NEWS - NOTABLE HAPPENINGS FROM THE THEATRE TO THE BOOKSTORE 





DONKEY/MONKEY! 
Martel’s Millions 


\f Yann Martel got on your nerves when he 
launched that smug “What Is Stephen Harp- 
er Reading?" blog, then this news might re- 
ally make you crazy with jealousy: according 
to The New York Times, the Canadian author 
has sold the follow-up to his blockbuster Life 


of Pi for a cool $3 million. The Times provides | 
this perplexing synopsis: “It relates the story | 


of an encounter between a famous writer 
and a taxidermist who is writing a play that 
features dialogue between a donkey and a 
monkey, both imprinted on a shirt.” Appar- 
ently it's about the Holocaust. No word yet 
on what earlier novel he lifted the piot from. 


| BIRD! 
| Birds The Word 


The Canadian Comedy Awards are always 
a Toronto-centric affair, but a few Edmonto- 
nians managed to get onto the list. E-town 
expatriate Josh Dean, for instance, is nomi- 
nated for Best Male Film Performance for 
Young People Fucking, and two skits from 
CBC's The irrelevant Show are nominated for 
Best Radio Clip, including “Zen Hokey Pokey” 
(sung by the late Joe Bird). SEE readers will 


| CREATURE COMFORTS! 
| Are You Sitting Comfortably? 


It's a slow week for local arts, so here's an 
item from London's The Stage. According to 
marketing and promotions manager Adam 
Kenwright, the main reason for declining at- 
tendance at live plays is not high ticket prices 
or TV-addled audiences; it's uncomfortable 
theatre seats. “The experience is not magi- 
cal,” Kenwright said during a speech ata U.K. 
conference. “Frankly, it is inconvenient and 





also be interested to know that this is one of 
the categories that members of the public 
are allowed to vote on. Register at www.ca- 
nadiancomedy.ca to hear the clips and start 
stuffing the ballot box. 





deeply uncomfortable at the best of times.” 
Arts News has watched many a play with his 
legs painfully crammed in place, and thinks 
Kenwright may be onto something. Could we 
sell more tickets with a little extra padding? 
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public art 


CALL TO ARTISTS: REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS 
SOUTHWEST COMMUNIT RECREATION CENTRE 

There are two public art opportunities at the Southwest Community 
Recreation Centre. Applicants are welcome to submit an application to 
either or both opportunities, however a separate application is required 
for each opportunity. 


PROJECT #1: An exterior commission, which can be discreet or inte- 
grated to the building and site locations. 


$400,000 CAD (maximum, all inclusive) 


Budget: 
4:30 pm on Thursday, September 10th, 2009 


Deadline: 


PROJECT #2: An interior commission, which can be discreet or inte- 
grated to the building and site locations, that includes a community 
collaboration component in the development or production of the art- 
work. 


$66,100 CAD (maximum, all inclusive) 
4:30 pm on Thursday, September 10th 2009 


Budget: 
Deadline: 


CALL TO ARTISTS: REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
WHITEMUD PARK TRAILHEAD BUILDING 


$23,700 CAD (maximum, all inclusive) 
4:30 pm on Monday, September 7th, 2009 


Budget: 
Deadline: 


CALL TO ARTISTS: REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 

LEWIS FARMS & MEADOWS TRANSIT CENTRES 

The commission will be awarded to one artist to provide two public art- 
works, one for each transit centre: Lewis Farms Transit Centre and 
Meadows Transit Centre. 


$50,560 CAD (maximum, all inclusive) 
4:30 pm on Tuesday, September 8th, 2009 


Budget: 
Deadline: 


CALL TO ARTISTS: REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS 

NORTH CENTRAL COMMUNITY RECREATIONS CENTRE & 
FIELD HOUSE 

There are two public art opportunities at the North Central Community 
Recreation Centre & Field House. Applicants are welcome to submit an 
application to either or both opportunities, however a separate applica- 
tion is required for each opportunity. 


PROJECT #1: An exterior commission, which can be discreet or inte- 
grated to the building and site locations.- 


$504,000 CAD (maximum, all inclusive) 
4:30 pm on Thursday, September 10th, 2009 


Budget: 
Deadline: 


PROJECT #2: An interior commission, which can be discreet or inte- 
grated to the building and site locations. 


$41,000 CAD (maximum, all inclusive) 
4:30 pm on Thursday, September 10th 2009 


Budget: 
Deadline: 


All above public art competition, open to all Canadian and inter- 
national visual artists, is held in accordance with the City of Ed- 
monton policy “Percent for Art to Provide and Encourage Art in 
Public Areas” (C4588). 


Installation of all above public art projects slated for the fall of 
2010. 


Download RFQs and RFPs at 
www.edmontonarts.ab.ca/publicart. 
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BOOK REVIEW: ABUNDANT SWEARWORDS:! - BY MICHAEL HINGSTON | a73 words 


Part Fiasco, 


Part Secret Success 


ONION WRITER NATHAN 


| RABIN’S THE BIG REWINDIS 





A WILDLY UNEVEN BLEND OF 
MEMOIR AND POP CRITICISM 





THE BIG REWIND 
By Nathan Rabin. Scribner. 368 pp. $32.99, 
Kew 





| For the past decade, Nathan Rabin 


has made a name for himself as the 
prolific, foul-mouthed, endlessly ex- 
citable head writer of The Onion’s en- 
tertainment section, The A.V. Club. 
He writes omnivorously about every 
kind of culture under the sun, and in 
addition to straitlaced interviews and 
reviews has penned beloved columns 
like “My Year of Flops” and “Silly 
Little Show-Biz Book Club,” which 
manage to be as perceptive as they 
are uproarious. 

With The Big Rewind, his first 


book, Rabin turns his trademark 


acerbic wit back on his own life, a 
tumultuous journey involving group 
homes, absentee parents, mental 
hospitals, polyamorist girlfriends, 
Topher Grace’s vomit, and short-lived 
cable TV shows. But his is ultimately 
a redemptive story: the pop culture 
that originally provided Rabin with 
much-needed escapes from reality 
became a hobby, then an obsession, 
and finally a career. The critic in him 
retains a key role here, too, as each 


| chapter begins with a discussion of 





an album, film, or Simpsons episode 
that’s had a particular resonance for 


la period of his life. 


On the whole, The Big Rewind is 
a wildly uneven memoir — even a 
frequent failure. Yet it's not that | 
wish Rabin had kept his knack for 
pop culture dissection further at bay, 
in favour of the true events. If any- 
thing, the book could have benefited 
from a little more of the intention- 
ally narrow focus that, say, a film 
review demands. Ask Rabin to write 
2,000 words on The Love Guru, and 
he's a pyrotechnic delight; give him 
80,000+ on everything he can con- 
jure from his 33 years on this Earth, 
and he’s all over the place. 

Rabin’s life began its unpredictable 
zigzag early, when his father abrupt- 
ly quit his cushy government job in 
suburban Wisconsin and took off 
with Rabin and his sister to Chicago. 
Despite having a this-is-my-future 
cultural epiphany while watching 
Bill and Ted's Excellent Adventure, 
Rabin’s social and academic failings 
got the best of him — until one night, 
in a half-thought-through cry for 
help, he swallowed an entire packet 
of caffeine pills. It wasn’t nearly 
enough to kill him, but a month later, 
his father, well-meaning but mis- 
guided as usual, had him committed 
to a mental hospital anyway. 


His stay there was short — they 
gave him the boot once his father's 
health insurance ran out — but from 
there Rabin would see his dad only 
sporadically. Instead, he bounded 
from a yuppie foster family to six 
long years in a group home to a stint 
in a filthy co-op at the University of 
Wisconsin at Madison. Along the 
way he fell in with the original Onion 
crowd, where it was love at first sight 
(at least from his end), and bumbled 
his way through a series of unsteady 
relationships. 

The memoir's first problem is lo- 
gistical: Rabin simply has far too 
much material to fit into a book this 
size. As a result, many of the early 
chapters feel rushed, with dozens of 
minor characters introduced, given 
one or two brief moments to shine, 
and then discarded. There's very lit- 
tle actual storytelling in the first half. 
It's obvious Rabin includes these pe- 
ripheral figures because they genu- 
inely matter to him, but too often 
it comes across as caricature. The 
chapter about the mental hospital, 
for example, opens with an analy- 
sis of Susanna Kaysen’s own asy- 
lum memoir, Girl, Interrupted — but 
where Kaysen devotes a whole book 
to the experience, Rabin condenses 
his own journey, from intake to out- 
take, into fewer than 25 pages. 

The other major shortcoming 
is, surprisingly, those pop culture 
springboards that open each chapter, 
and which sound so tantalizing on 
the book jacket. Aside from maybe 
Nick Hornby and Chuck Kloster- 
man, Rabin has done more than any 
other working critic to show the per- 





THE BIG REWIND 

A MEMOIR aa 
BROUGHT TO YOU BY 
POP CULTURE 


_ NATHAN RABIN 


manent, character-defining marks 
pop culture can leave on its consum- 
ers. Yet here, where art and biogra- 
phy should most easily intertwine, it 
never quite comes’ together. Maybe 
it's because these insights aren't as 
convincing as in Rabin’s journalism; 
maybe it’s simply because our most 
important connections with art are 
also the most private, the most dif- 
ficult to properly express. 

In fact, the most successful parts 
of the memoir are the ones that bear 
almost no relation to the specific foils 
Rabin uses to set them up. When he 
slows down and really hones in on his 
subject, as in the truly heart-wrench- 
ing chapter on his absentee mother, 
or the long end section about his 
stint on a chaotic, short-lived AMC 
movie review show, Rabin carries 
his story effortlessly. Who knows, 
maybe Movie Club with John Ridley 
really does resemble the 1952 melo- 
drama The Bad and the Beautiful 
It's a crutch Rabin doesn’t need. 

For all its flaws, The Big Réwind is 
frequently a blast to read — it’s a page- 
turner, and Rabin is an entertaining, 
if easily distracted, tour guide. Pa- 
tient readers, as well as pre-existing 
Rabin fans, are sure to find, amidst 
the mass of creative expletives and 
biting sarcasm, what is at heart a re- 
markable story about depression and 
the redemptive powers of Jean-Luc 
Godard and Dr. Dre. 

I’m a little worried that many new- 
comers won't make it past the phrase 
“Cunt-fucking Christ on a Cruci- 
cracker,” from the introduction. 
Then again, I’m sure Rabin wouldn't 
have it any other way. 
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BOOK PROFILE : JANE 1N THE JUKE JOINT - BY MARLISS WEBER |536 words 


Mansfield Park Meets 
Mississippi Delta 


JANE AUSTEN SINGS THE 
BLUESPAYS TRIBUTE TO 

LATE LITERATURE PROF AND 
BLUES FANATIC BRUCE STOVEL 





JANE AUSTEN SINGS THE BLUES 
Edited by Nora Foster Stovel. University of Alberta Press. 
763 pp. $26.95 





Imagine this conversation: 

“Why, my dear Miss Austen, how 
delightful of you to call round. May I 
offer you some tea?” 

“Why, yes, Mr. Stovel, that would 
be lovely. 1 have brought with me 
my dear friend and neighbour, Mr. 
Waters. I understand that you and 


he are acquainted? Mr. Muddy 
Waters? 
“Yes, I have long admired the 


good gentleman's work. How de- 
lightful to discover you know each 
other!” 

“Ah, yes. Sometimes I play the pi- 
anoforte and Mr. Waters sings. We 
are often joined by Mr. Howlin’ Wolf 
from Longbourn Hall. We have such 
lovely evening entertainments. You 
must come by very soon for a visit.” 

“T shall be delighted. Tea?” 

If there is a heaven, this con- 
versation has very likely already 
taken place (although Muddy Wa- 
ters would probably slip something 
a little stronger into his teacup on 
the sly). 

At the very least, two of Dr. Bruce 
Stovel’s favorite subjects — the nov- 
els of Jane Austen and classic blues 
music — have been lovingly (if im- 
probably) combined in a new book 
published by the University of Al- 
berta Press, Jane Austen Sings the 
Blues. 

Edited by Stovel’s wife, Nora Foster 
Stovel, the book is an anthology of es- 
says dedicated to her husband's pas- 
sions and to his pursuits as teacher, 
scholar, patron of the arts, and lover 
of the blues. Stovel was a favourite 
professor of many in the English 
department at the University of Al- 
berta, as well as a promoter of blues 
music through his CJSR radio show 
Calling All Blues and his volunteer 
work at the Yardbird Suite. His sud- 
den passing at the age of 65 in 2007 
warranted such an outcry of emotion 
and support that a book project was 
immediately commissioned. 

“It's such a fitting way to remember 
Bruce,” says Foster Stovel. A profes- 
sor herself, Foster Stovel originally 
intended to publish her husband's 
scholarly essays on Austen, but the 
idea of an Austen/blues miscellany 
Struck such a chord with everyone 
who knew him, Jane Austen Sings 
the Blues took precedence. The book 
has become a loving tribute to a man 
known for his sense of humor, love 
of comedy, and sensitivity to art 





and music 

The essays range from touching 
personal remembrances by friends 
and former students — notably 
“Phantasmagoric” by Amanda Ash 
and “Sense and Sense-Ability” by 
Heidi L. Janz — to academic works by 
such prominent scholars and writers 
as Peter Sabor and Margaret Drab- 
ble. And then there’s the musical 
component: poetry and musings on 
blues by writers like J.N. Nodelman, 
Peter North, and Roger Levesque, to 
name a few. 

And what good book on music 
doesn’t come with a soundtrack? 
Stovel's son (and Calling All Blues 








co-host) Grant Stovel and musician 
friend Graham Guest have produced 
a companion CD featuring original 
songs written by many of Stovel’s 
favorite blues artists. 

As for Nora Foster Stovel, the edit- 
ing of the book has provided solace in 
her grief. “We lost Bruce so suddenly, 
“There 
is a word in German that speaks to 


so unexpectedly,” she says. 


work done in grief, and this is what 
this book has become for me. I can 


focus on the work, and every day the | 


grief gets a little better. 

“And I know Bruce would have 
loved the book. He’d have been so 
touched and honoured.” 


FOOT SQUARE SPRUCE GROVE ART GALLERY, 35- 5TH AVE, 
SPRUCE GROVE, TO JUL 25 2D and 30 works, all one square 


| foot in size. info: 962-0664. 
COSMIC MYSTERIES STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY, #7 SIR 


WINSTON CHURCHILL SQUARE, TOJUL 30 Mixed media paint- 


ings by Michael Schoenau 
DA VINCI: THE GENIUS TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE, 1211-42 
ST, TO SEP7 An exhibition focusing on the astounding range 
of scientific and artistic work by Leonardo da Vinci. 
FABRICATING A FATHER STEPPES GALLERY, 1259-91 ST, TO 
AUG 3) Oil paintings by Travis McEwen. Info: kelley.brent@ 
bldg-inc.ca to schedule viewing 
HUMMINGBIRDS OF THE AMERICAS ROYAL ALBERTA 
MUSEUM, 12845-102 AVE, TO OCT 31 Displays of humming- 
| birds from all over the Americas. Info: www.royalalberta- 
Museum.ca. 
INCIDENTAL TOPOGRAPHIES CREDO CAFE, 10134-104 
ST, TOJUL 30 Mixed media work by Syndey Lancaster. Info: 
info@cedocoffee.ca 
MYSELF, THE PORTRAIT RED GALLERY, 9621 WHYTE 
AVE, TO AUG 30 A series of male self-portraits. Info: www. 
| redgallery.ca. 
NEW HANDS FOR FUN TIMES STEPPES GALLERY, 1259-91 
ST, TO.AUG 3 Oil paintings by Mandy Espezel. Info: kelley. 
| brent(@lbldg-inc.ca to schedule viewing 
ANEW LIGHT ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA, #100, 10230 
JASPER AVE, TO AUG 23 An exhibition of post-impressionist 
Canadian painting. Info: www.artgalleryalberta.com. 
THE PAINTER AS PRINTMAKER ART GALLERY OF 
ALBERTA, #100, 10230 JASPER AVE, TO AUG 23 Impressionist 
prints from the National Gallery of Canada. Info: www. 
artgalleryalberta.com. 
| PAPER WORKS SCOTT GALLERY, 10411-124 ST, TOAUG 18 
Group show by five gallery artists. Info: www.scottgallery. 
com. 
| PHOTOGRAPHIC ARTS SOCIETY OF ALBERTA ROYAL 
| ALBERTA MUSEUM, 12845-102 AVE, TO JUL 26 40 photo- 
graphs by the members of the Photographic Arts Society of 
Alberta. Info: www.royalalbertamuseum.ca, 
REAL LIFEART GALLERY OF ALBERTA, #100, 10230 JASPER 
AVE, TO SEP 2 Contemporary works by Ron Mueck and Guy 
Ben-Ner. Info; www.artgalleryalberta.com. 
REALISMS ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA, #100, 10230 JASPER 
| AVE, TO. AUG 23 Works from the Art Gallery of Alberta's 
collection embodying different concepts of “realism” 
throughout art history. Info: www.artgalleryalberta.com. 
| THE RETURN OF THE WILD TROUT FRINGE GALLERY, 
10516 WHYTE AVE, TOJUL 31 Watercolour paintings by James 
| Trevelyan. Info: www,paintspot.ca, 
| SERENDIPITY SCULPTOR SHOW MUTTART CONSERVA- 
| TORY, 9626-964 ST, TO SEP 22 Presented by The Sculptors’ 
Association of Alberta. Info: 496-8755. 
SERENITY JEFF ALLEN GALLERY, STRATHCONA SENIORS 
CENTRE, 1083] UNIVERSITY AVE, TO JUL 30 Watercolours of 
landscapes and flowers. info: 433-5807. 
SPEEDING SUBJECT ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA, #100, 
10230 JASPER AVE, TO AUG 23 Drawings and paintings by 
Mary Joyce inspired by her travels through the countryside. 
Info: www.artgalleryalberta.com. 
| SUMMER PROJECT CENTRE DARTS VISUELS DE VALBERTA, 
| 9103-95 AVE, JUL 24-AUG 11 Mixed media work by local 
| artists. Info: 461-3427, 
| 
| 
| 


SUMMER ROOFTOP PATIO SERIES LATITUDE 53, 10248- 
106 ST, TO SEP 13 Evening of art and entertainment every 
Thu @5 p.m. Info: 423-5353. 
WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHER OF THE YEAR ROYAL 

| ALBERTA MUSEUM, 12845-102 AVE, TO SEP 13 More than 80 


arts 


winning images culled from more than 36,000 submissions. 
Info: www.foyalalbertamuseum ca. 


THEATRE 


FREEWILL SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL HERITAGE AMPHI- 
THEATRE, HAWRELAK PARK, TO JUL 26 Titus Andronicus and 
The Comedy of Errors on alternating evenings. Tue through 
Sun @ 8 p.m. Sat and Sun matinees @ 2 p.m. Info: www. 
freewillshakespeare.com. 

THE LION KING JUBILEE AUDITORIUM, 11455-87 AVE, TO 
AUG 2 The Tony Award-winning Broadway play based on the 
Disney cartoon. Tickets: www.ticketmaster.ca/ 451-8000. 
SIX DANCE LESSONS IN SIX WEEKS MAYFIELD DINNER 
THEATRE, 16615-109 AVE, TO AUG 23 Uplifting story of a 
sprightly retiree and her young dance teacher. Info: www. 
mayfieldtheatre.ca, 

THANK YOU MR. PRESLEY JUBILATIONS DINNER THEATRE 
(WEM), 8882-170 ST, TO AUG 16 Story of the Heartbreak 
Hotel, a little inn whose claim to fame is that Elvis Presley 
Stayed there. Info: www jubilations.ca/484-2424, 


COMEDY 


ALTERNATIVE TUESDAYS COMIC STRIP (WEM) Doors @8 
p.m. Tickets: $12. Info: www.thecomicstrip.ca. 

BOB ANGELI COMEDY FACTORY, #408, 3414 GATEWAY 
BLVD, JUL 24-25 Fri, Sat @ 8:30 p.m. info:www.www. 
thecomedyfactory.com. 

DAVE NYSTROM LAUGH SHOP #1105 LONDONDERRY MALL, 
137 AVE & 66 ST, JUL 23-25 Thu and Fri @8 p.m. Sat @7:30 
and 9:45 p.m. Info: www.thelaughshop.ca. 

THE DRUID COMEDY NIGHT THE DRUID, 11606 JASPER 
AVE. Featuring professional and amateur comedians. No 
cover. Hosted by Lars Callieou every Sun @ 9 p.m. 

HIT OR MISS MONDAYS COMIC STRIP. WEM Amateur com- 
edy. Doors @ 8 p.m. Info: www.thecomicstrip.ca/483-5999, 
HOWIE MANDEL NORTHLANDS GROUNDS, 73 ST & 116 AVE, 
JUL 26 Part of ED Fest. Star of St. Elsewhere and Deal or No 
Deal. Doors at 8:30 p.m. Tickets: Free with gate admission. 
Info: www.capitalex.ca. 

MARTIN SHORT RIVER CREE RESORT AND CASINO, 
WHITEMUD DR & WHITEMUD RO, ENOCH, JUL 26 Tony- 
nominated former Saturday Night Live/SCTV cast member. 
Doors @ 8 p.m. Tickets: www.ticketmaster.ca/451-8000. 
RUBEN PAUL COMIC STRIP (WEM), JUL 29-AUG 2 Wed, 
Thu, Sun @8 p.m. Fri, Sat @ 8 and 10:30 p.m. Info: www. 
thecomicstrip.ca/483-5999 

THEO VON COMIC STRIP (WEM), TO JUL26 Wed, Thu, Sun @ 
8 p.m. Fri, Sat @ 8 and 10:30 p.m. Info: www.thecomicstrip. 


IMPROV 


CHIMPROV VARSCONA THEATRE, 10329-83 AVE. Hosted 
by Rapid Fire Theatre, Every Sat except for last Sat of the 
month. Doors @ 11 p.m. Info: www.rapidfiretheatre.com. 





| OH SUSANNA VARSCONA THEATRE, 10329-83 AVE. 


} 
| 
E 


Euro-style improv variety show. Last Sat of the month. 

| Doors @ 10:30 p.m. Tickets $10 at the door. Info: www. 
varsconatheatre.com. 

PEOPLE IN PANTS IMPROV CARROT COMMUNITY ARTS 
COFFEEHOUSE, 9351-118 AVE. Weekly improv show first Thu 
of the month. Doors @7:30 p.m. $5 at the door, 
THEATRESPORTS VARSCONA THEATRE, 10329-83 AVE. 
Weekly improv show hosted by Rapid Fire Theatre. Every Fri. 
Doors @11 p.m. $10 at the door. Info: www.rapidfiretheatre. 
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Say, Have You Heard About My Enormous Penis? 





SAVAGE LOVE DAN SAVAGE 

SHOULD I PUT THE WORD OUT 
ABOUT MY ANATOMICAL GIFTS, 
OR SHOULD I LET MY EXES 
ADVERTISE IT FOR ME? 





I’m a straight guy, and my first 
girl was very experienced — she 
was proud to say she’d been with 
at least 30 guys before me. When 
all was said and done, she said 
that I was the most well-endowed 
of any man she'd seen before. 

In all my subsequent experienc- 
es, the women I've been with have 
noted that I am a well-equipped 
dude, though none of them ex- 
pected it. A couple of times, this 
fact has come up in conversation 
(that first lady made a point of 
passing the news on to friends), 
and most people’s reaction is to 
say that I’m just so unassuming 
that they wouldn't expect that 
from me. It’s true; I’m rather shy. 
When it comes to women, I am 
the complete opposite of cocky. 


So here’s my question: Should 
I be advertising my “gift”? Am I 
supposed to be sharing my size 
with the world with the hopes 
that it pays off? Can it help me 
with the opposite sex to be shar- 
ing this fact early, or am I better 
off just letting the surprise kick 
in once it’s time to get naked? 
Huge Hugh 


It’s better to be a nice, unassuming 
guy with a surprise in his briefs than 
it is to be another douchebag always 
going on about his cock, HH. And 
it doesn’t sound like you really need 
to talk up your cock: At least one of 
the women you've slept with is doing 
that for you. Good word of mouth is 
the best advertising, HH, so chill. 


I just got off the phone after an- 
other long-distance fight — I mean 
discussion — with my mother re- 
garding her godson, my cousin 
“A.” | am SURE (and my brother 
and father agree) that A is gay, 
like his dad (long story). He talks 
incessantly about finding A Nice 
Christian Girl and Settling Down 
(although he doesn’t even date). 
It makes me want to vomit. Un- 
fortunately, A has absorbed his 
mother’s reactionary religious 
dogma. I say he should get some 
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therapy and try to have a happy 
and fulfilled life as the person he 
really is. My mother says he is 
“asexual.” I say he was scarred by 
his childhood (his father left his 
mother for a man and later died 
of AIDS). This argument has been 
going on for a decade. 

I'm not close enough to any- 
one in my extended family to feel 
comfortable bringing this up with 
my cousin directly or with any 
of his immediate relatives, but I 
feel miserable watching from afar 
and seeing A waste his potential 
for happiness. What I want (and 
the source of the basic argument) 
is for my mother to talk to him — 
she and A are very close — but she 
is convinced that he is “just not 
interested” in sex. 

Can you think of any loving way 
to resolve this? 

Wishes There Could Be An 
Intervention 


Want an intervention? Stage one 
yourself. Intervene already and stop 
trying to make your mother do it. 
If you’re not close to your cousin 
or your extended family, WTCBAI, 
then you have nothing to lose. Con- 
front your cousin, make a scene, 
save a life. 


I am a 21-year-old bisexual fe- 
male. I’ve never really been close 
with my mum, and since I moved 
away from home three years ago 
it’s gotten worse. I know that she 
loves me because I’m her daugh- 
ter, but I don’t think she likes the 
young adult I’m growing into. Yet 
she insists I visit her and stay at 
her house for weeks when I have 
time off from college so she can 
talk me out of liking anything 


she hates. 

When I'm with my friends, I’m 
quite witty and outgoing, particu- 
larly about sex. But when I stay 
with her, my personality becomes 
crippled and stunted by her au- 
thority. I seem to just end up not 
saying anything at all for fear of 
offending her. Last year I stupidly 
told her that I like watching porn, 
and now it’s something that she's 
always bringing up. For example, 
I got into a conversation with 
her about a recent breakup and 
asked her if all men were like my 
cheating ex. She told me that she 
thought his cheating was my fault 
— because I watch porn, she said, 
I must have been sending out sub- 
liminal messages that I approve of 
women being sexually exploited. 

She raised me to be a feminist, 
but I can’t bring myself to ask her 
if she would kick up this much of 
a fuss if I were a 21-year-old man 
who watched porn. I don’t know 
what to do to make her happy, 
short of having some sort of aver- 
sion therapy. I feel really con- 
flicted: away from my mother, I 
feel like a confident, empowered 
young woman in my social life 
and my sex life; when I’m with 
her, I feel like this mute, angry, 
introverted little victim. 

I know exactly what I'd do if 
this were a relationship, but how 
should I resolve a difficult moth- 
er/daughter relationship? 

Can I Dump My Mother? 


If hanging out with your mother 
makes you miserable, CIDMM, don't 
hang out with your fucking mother. 
You're a 21-year-old adult — not a 
young adult, not someone “growing 
into” adulthood, but an adult already 





CODE 8938 


780. aaa se 


Hundreds of Local Numbers: 1 


1.800.210.1010 








— and you're in no way obligated to 
spend all of your free time under 
your mother’s roof. Head off with 
your friends over college breaks, 
travel, watch porn. (Or better yet: 
make some porn — see thestranger. 
com/hump for details!) Head home 
for the holidays if you must. And 
since your mother is inclined to 
use the details of your personal life 
that you share with her against you, 
don’t tell her anything about your 
personal life. Visit with your moth- 
er when you're home, don't let her 
depose you. 


Could you tell me what the fuck is 
the deal with those “Jonas” Broth- 
ers? I mean, really: They look like 
three SHRIMPS! 

What's The Appeal? 


= 
I don’t know what the deal is with 
the Jonas Brothers either, WTA, but 
I'm not an 11-year-old girl, so I don't 
think I’m supposed to see the appeal 
of the Jonas Brothers. 

I don’t think it’s legal for me to see 
their appeal. 

And this probably wouldn't be legal, 
but they would sell a lot of DVDs: I 
think the Jonas Brothers should lose 
their hyped-and-pimped_virginities 
to the Hanson Brothers. It’s not just 
the perverse symmetry of it all that 





appeals — two boy-bands-of-brothers 
coming together — but that the Jonas 
Brothers are now what the Hanson 
Brothers were then, and the Hanson 
Brothers are now what the Jonas 
Brothers are destined to become. 
They were made — manufactured — 
for each other. They belong together. 
A Hanson/Jonas six-way would bring 
the country together. 


Help me figure this one out: Why 
are men such douche-drizzling 
assholes? 

Wish I Ate Pussy Instead 


The only reason you think men are 
assholes — douche-drizzlers at that 
— is because you fuck men, WIAPI, 
and so it’s men who have hurt your 
feelings and fucked you over. If you 
ate pussy, you'd be fucking women 
and women would be stomping on 
your heart and you’d quickly come 
to hate women. And if you_were a 
straight man, you’d be complain- 
ing about women; and if you were 
a fag, you'd be complaining about 
men; and if you were bisexual, you’d 
be complaining about everyone and 
everything. 

So try to have some perspective 
and cut men some slack and hang in 
there, okay? They drizzle douche, for 
sure. But so do you — so do we all. 


Find the Savage Lovecast (my 
weekly podcast) every Tuesday at 
thestranger.com/savage. 
mail@savagelove.net 
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OFCOURSE, BASEBALL HAS ITS SEXUAL BENEFITS AS WELL “WHEN MAKING LOVE,” WOODY ALLEN ONCE CONFESSED, 
“IN ORDER TO... PROLONG.... THE MOMENT OF ECSTASY... 





SEX: SPORTS ANALOGIES | 783 words 


I THINK OF BASEBALL PLAYERS." Vi8Y 


How Baseball Ruined Sex For Everybody 


MY MESSY BEDROOM JOSEY VOGELS 
LOVEMAKING SHOULDN'T BE 
ABOUT “SCORING”; IT’S ABOUT 
AMOOD YOU SUSTAIN EVEN 
OUTSIDE THE BEDROOM 





Where does “sex” start? 

When | posed this question to a 
group of friends recently, answers 
ran the gamut. Some were profound: 
“Too often, 
fucking. A better approximation 
might be sex = living.” Others had a 
slightly more limited perspective on 
the question: “In bed.” But we decid- 
ed that the best answer of the night 
was “Sex starts anywhere at all.” 

Unfortunately, most of us imag- 
ine sex with a beginning, middle, 
and end. We generally divide sex 
into foreplay, intercourse, orgasm 
(maybe), and “Okay, I want to go to 
sleep now.” 

I blame baseball. But that's because 
I grew up with the old round-the- 
bases approach to sex. You know, 


in our culture, sex = 





first base, making out; second base, 
boob handling; third base, crotch 
contact; and finally, the home run, 
Thanks to this 
one metaphor, a whole generation 
of us learned that sex was all about 
“scoring” 


sexual intercourse 


and that intercourse — 
usually combined with male orgasm 
— was the goal. Female orgasm rarely 
even entered the playing field 

But, like any sport, you play much 
better after a good warm-up. But 
most of us rush through the warm- 
up (or skip it altogether). When it 
comes to sex, the more time spent on 
warming up, the more satisfying it is 
when you get to the finish line 

Or, if you're not a sports fan, per- 
haps you prefer a more artistic analo 
gy. As a film producer friend of mine 
once put it, “The biggest mistake that 
people make with sex (as with films) 
is that they neglect the prep and post 
and focus solely on production.” 

That's not to say there isn’t some- 
thing to be said for occasionally skip- 
ping the warm-up. Throwing your 
partner up against the hall table on 
your way out the door because you 
are simply overcome by how hot 
she looks all decked out for a night 
on the town certainly has its charm 
And, when life gets in the way, and 
a long, leisurely lovemaking session 





is #73 on the to-do list, a quickie is 
sometimes better than nothing. But 
let’s face it: for a woman, it’s hard 
to come when you're pinned to the 
hall table. For that, we need some 
prep time, 

But let's ditch the term “foreplay,” 
shall we? Foreplay makes it sound 
like something you have to get 
through before you get to the good 
stuff. Like the foreword of a book 
Who reads the foreword? But there's 
so much good stuff that needs to 
happen before you’re anywhere even 
near getting each other's clothes 
off, trust me, you don’t want to 
be skimming. 

The other thing | don't like about 
the word foreplay is the way men 
react to it — it’s like calling a movie 
a “chick flick.” “ 
play,” our culture tells us again and 
“What's the 
definition of foreplay? Unzipping his 


Men don't like fore- 


again average man’s 
fly.” Ba-dum-bum. This stereotype 
is insulting and limiting to both men 
and women. 

| don’t believe men don’t care about 
what transpires before intercourse. | 
also don’t believe women are more 
sexually complex and need more 
time to warm up, another cultural 
stereotype so often perpetuated. In 
fact, scientists from the McGill Uni- 


Meet 100’s of HOT LOCAL SINGLES! 


A, 


L 


inn] 380-669-2323 


Mobile pay, text “QUEST” to 77003 


1-900-677-4444 


Calgary 


3-770- 0990 


Other Cities 


1-888-482-8282 
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versity Health Care Centre in Mon- 
treal, Canada used a method of ther- 
mal imaging to record temperature 
change in the genital area to deter- 
mine the time necessary for men and 
women to become sexually aroused. 
Guess what? On average, men and 
women take the same 
time to become sexually aroused — 
about 10 minutes. So there 

I say we just do away with the word 
foreplay altogether and instead thin 
in terms of anticipation, 
buildup, and creating desire. And 
rather than think of these things as 


arousal, 


part of a preliminary step that will 
inevitably get you laid, keep them 
alive at all times in your relationship. 
That way, you won't have to worry 





about fumbling around in the dark 


amount of 


trying to find the I-wanna-have sex 
switch. The light will always be on 

Sadly, we live in a culture of instant 
gratification, and we’ve forgotten the 
pleasure of not being gratified all the 
time. But as a wise friend of mine 
once said, the beauty of anticipation 
is that it has more potential. Once 
you get off, it’s done. You can take 
anticipation and do something with 
it. Creating anticipation will sexually 
electrify your relationship and, be 
sides Saving wear on tear on certain 
body parts when you do eventually 
get horizontal, sex will feel less like 
a grand slam and more like a sweet 
slide into home. 

Next week: How to stimulate each 


other without even taking your 


clothes off. 
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382. Health 


www.howibeatfibro.com 
Fibromyalgia / chronic pain / 
chronic fatigue / Carpal tunnel / 
asthma / incontinence / IBS / 
improve mood / sleep / memory / 
stamina / endurance / energy / 
slow down aging / feel younger / 
strengthen immune system / 
detox. Call Giselle (780)758-3888 
MaxGXL 
12011-111 Ave Booth K43 
Sat & Sun 10am - 4pm 


130. Coming Events 


YOU'RE INVITED - Grande 
Cache’s 40th Anniversary, Sept. 
4 = ite 2009. RSVP: 
40thanne@grandecache.ca “Be 
Come Celebrate. 
Contact 1-780-827-3362. 


EES Personals 


'Social Networking! 
PERSONAL CONNECTIONS 
™ 
Meet Someone New 
RIGHT NOW! 


1000's Of Ads 
Lots Of Great People 
All Ages, All Lifestyles 

Call FREE 24/7 
780-44-TALKS 


200. Business/Invest. Oppor. 


ARE YOU highly motivated? 
Leam to operate a Mini-Office 
outlet from home. Free online 
training, flexible hours, great 
I. py Rig wer). osu e i 
www.freedom2bgold.com 





BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY. 
Coin laundromat, eco-friendly 
coverall cleaning, sun tan beds. 


3,200 sq. ft., centrally located. 
Lease includes $200K 
advantage. Call Ken at 


780-542-9456. 





CURVES FITNESS Centre for 
sale. Drumheller seller motivated. 
Price negotiable. Call owner at 
403-823-8044. 





ENERGIZE YOUR INCOME! 
Distribute hot selling energy 
drinks. Earn up to 10K/month 
$11 billion industry. No selling, 
minimum investment 19K. Areas 
going fast. Free 
sample/information package 
4-800-267-2329 5 
Peakdistributors.com. 





o 


eds@see.greatwest.ca 





410. Education/Training fag1500. Help Wanted — Alta. #1600. Volunteers Wanted 


MASSAGE THERAPY? Prepare 
for a well-paid/low-stress career 
as a massage professional. No 
need to relocate! Independent 
study plus hands-on tutorials in 
Calgary or Edmonton. Our grads 
are in great demand throughout 
the west. Excellent instructors, 
great results. Very affordable. 
1-866-491-0574, 
www.mbvicarsschool.com. 


MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION 
Training. On-line leaming with 
great employment opportunities: 


both at-home and _ on-site. 
Financing may be available. 
Contact CanScribe today for 
additional information. 
1-800-466-1535 or 
www.canscribe.com. 

1005. Help Wanted 






CAPITAL TATTOO 







Established artist WANTED. 
Apply in person with portfolio. 









Our reputable shop/studio has 
been around for 8 years. Great 
total team environment. 


Great hours 12 - 6pm. 
Competitive pay. 





Phone: (780) 465-6611 
'7240-101Ave 


www.capitaltattoo.ca 


Want to CASH IN ON THE NEXT 
BIG TECHNOLOGY??? 

What is the next big thing??? 
Get your second form of income. 
Achieve financial freedom! 

CALL NOW 780-994-2760 


WEE Restaurant/Hotel 


COOK WANTED for Hardwood 
Cafe, 11011 - Jasper Ave. Call 
Carla 780-455-6445 between 
diam and 4 pm 


1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


30 PEOPLE WANTED to lose 
weight. Up to 30 Ibs/30 days. 
Cash back rewards. 1 on 1 
private coaching. Call 
403-675-4444 





ATTENTION! Work from home 
online with Herbalife 
International. Part/full-time 
positions available in your drea 


Call Val 1-888-819-4048. 





FUN, PROFIT, SUCCESS. Great 
Canadian Dollar Store, a dollar 
store leader since 1993 has new 
franchise opportunities coast to 
coast. Call today 1-877-388-0123 
ext 229; www.dollarstores.com. 


410. Education/Training 


HEAVY EQUIPMENT Operator 
Training. Monthly courses, 
Dozer, grader, excavator, loader, 


scraper, rock truck. Tuition is 
$9700. Practicum Training 
Institute 306-955-0079; 


www.practicumtraininginstitute.ca 
Email: pti@sasktel.net. 


MASSAGE CAREER. Train at 
our highly regarded, progressive 


school and graduate with 
confidence! Excellence in 
education, guaranteed! 
403-346-1018. 

1040. Careers 


A 


AUSTRALIA, NEW ZEALAND, 
Europe - Agriventure offers jobs 
for people 18 - 30 with 
agricultural experience _—to 
live/work with farm families. For 
details and cost contact 
1-800-263-1827 or 
www.agriventure. info. 





DISCONNECTED? Need cheap 
reliable phone or _ intemet 
service? Great low rates! Calling 
features & long distance 
available. Free ADSL connection! 
Phone Factory Reconnect 
1-8 77-2336-2274; 
www.phonefactory.ca. 





DRIFTPILE FIRST Nation is 
seeking an Enterprises Ltd. 
Manager. For full job description 
please contact Ruth at 
780-355-3868 or email: 
dfnent@telus.net. ~ 


1040. Careers 


permanent full time 2 


HAIRDRESSER FOR Thriving, 
fast-paced barber shop/hair salon 
in Yellowknife, NT. Experienced 
or apprentice stylist, awesome 
commission. Eam up to $80,000. 
per year for the determined 
candidate. Employer will assist in 
relocation. _—_ call Rose at 
867-873-8692 or email: 
rosalie_jerace @ theedge.ca. 





HAVE FUN making money as an 
actor, actress or film extra on 
Calgary movie sets. All ages 
required. 403-521-0077. 


Movements Dancetis seeking 
volunteers: Volunteer 
Coordinator, Wardrobe 
Assistants, 
Seamstress, tAccountant, Office 
Assistant. Call 780-415-5211 
or check 
[http:/www.movementsdance.com] 
www.movementsdance.com 





The Youth Emergency Shelter 
Society is recruiting volunteers 
for fundraising events. Lots of 
fun!! Contact Michelle at 780 468 
7186 ext 234 for more info. 





JOHNSTONE TANK Trucking, 
Frobisher, SK requires 1A 
Drivers. Tank truck drivers 
starting at $22-$23.50 per hour, 
OT after 60 hours per week. 7-3 / 
7- 4 schedule. Bonuses and 
benefits available after 3 months. 
Extra pay If able to run pressure 
or vac trucks. Rooms available at 
$300 to $400 per month. Fax 
resume with work references to 





306-486-2022 or email: 
jttl@sasktel.net. 
MOTORCYCLE INSTRUCTOR 


needed for Fairview Campus, 
GPRC. Fax: 780-539-2854 or 
e m a i 1 x 
humanresources @ gprc.ab.ca. 


RENTAL TERRITORY Manager 
required at High River Rentals. 
Proven sales experience 
required, equipment experience 
is a plus. Wage and commission. 
Forward your resume to: 
careers @highriverrentals.com or 
fax: 403-652-1011. 


SALESPERSON - EMPLOYER 
looking for salesperson with 
knowledge of drilling rigs and 
related equipment. Metal 
fabricating, sandblasting and 
painting knowledge or experience 
would be an asset. Must be able 
to work flexible shifts and have a 
valid driver's license. Apply to: Do 
All Metal Fabricating, Estevan, 
SK. Email 
tschlingmann @ doallmetal.com; 
Fax: 306-634-8623. 


SEEKING A CAREER in the 
Community Newspaper 
business? Post your resume for 
FREE right where the publishers 
are looking. Visit: 
www.awna.com/resumes_add.ph 
p. 


WESTLOCK MOTORS, part of 











Davis Automotive Group, is 
expanding. Need key managers 
and employees looking to 
advance their careers. Apply with 
resume to: 
tducharme @ westlockmotors.com 
° r 


opportunities @ davispontiac.ca. 
1600. Volunteers Wanted 


HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS 
required for studies at UofA. 
Please call 780-407-3906 
or email 
[mailto: UofADep @ gmail.com] 
UofADep @ gmail.com. 
Reimbursement provided. 





The Northern Alberta Brain Injury 
Society (NABIS) is looking for a 
volunteer to assist a person with 
an acquired brain injury 3 hours a 
week at the YMCA gym. 

Call Service Coordinator Lara 
Coad at (780) 479-1757 


1040. Careers 


s anda love e ford 


(and random movie quotes...or at least a tolerance for fhe) 


super strong visual communications skills 


fofol aa} fo]q cto] (=) in a mac environment 
using all the standard design programs (mostly CS3) 


a 
pS. 


56 


Please send ar 
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great time management skills (multitask multitask) 
strong compositional skills and an eye for detail 
basic web skills 


c 
oO desire to learn the inner workings of a weekly magazine 
© | + ahatred for bad typography 


U of Ais seeking MAJOR 
DEPRESSION sufferers who are 
interested in participating ina 
research study. Please call 
780-407-3906 or email 
[mailto: UofADep @ gmail.com] 
UofADep @ gmail.com. 





“Volunteers needed! for 2nd 
Annual Alexander Keiths CELTIC 
FESTIVAL” Hawrelak Park Aug 
14/15th, 
info @albertblain.com or 
780-868-7236 


2005. Artist to Artist 


Independent Theatre company 
seeks gently used or second 
hand wedding dresses for 
upcoming Fringe show. 
Preferably size 8, 10, 12 and 14. 
Donate or Lend. Please contact: 
echorley @thisisamobhit.com 





Looking to connect with other self 
published authors. Contact Laura 
at nature_lvng1 @hotmail.com 


2010. Musicians Available 


Bass Player Available. 
t_rex_audio@shaw.ca 





Male vocalist available for 
jamming. Open styles. 
780-497-1097 





Pro guitarist seeks mod or ska for 
experimental or fusion group. 
Call Bill 780-490-8269 or 
780-633-3849 


Rythm guitar player from Cobain 
school of rock seeks gritty rock 
band for originals, CD, and mini 
tours. Colin 920-4222 


SESSION DRUMMER 
AVAILABLE IN EDMONTON- 
Experienced, creative, many 

studio credits. Check 

out:www.kellystodola.com 
Email:stodola @telus.net 











Sound Systemstavailable to 
clubs or commercial premises, 
lease or purchase. 
t_rex_audio@shaw.ca 


020. Musicians Wanted 


3 piece rock band looking for 30+ 
male vocalist/rhythm guitar. 
Contact 477-3708. 


ALL ELSE FAILS looking for 
serious Guitar player/backing 
vocalist. Must be able to tour. 
email band @allelsefails.ca 
www.myspace.com/ 
allelsefailscanada 








Drummer wanted for Country / 
Southern rock projects. Gigs 
waiting. St. Albert / West End 
area. (780)699-7685 


Looking for a Versatile Drummer. 
Indie rock style. Influences 
Weezer, Modest Mouth. Call 
Jake at 780-235-0821 


1050. Restaurant/Hotel 





2020. Musicians Wanted 


East side studios is looking for 
bands/musicians of all genres. 
Edmonton's newest recording 
studio has everything you need 
at a price that can't be beat. 
Enquires contact Jeff at 
780-433-1525 or 780-406-6995 
or cccbreed @hotmail.com 





Looking to form a Celtic band. 
East folk band. Must be willing to 
play in Calgary. Call Tony 
@(780)484-6806 





Rhythm guitar player/singer 
looking for bass player to start 
writing original music and also 
playing cover songs. Call Mark at 
780-777-1188 





Vocalist/Songwriter seeking band 
or players to form original hard 
rock band. Infl. Velvet Revoiver/ 
STP/ Rev Theory/ Chains/ Wolf 
Mother/ Zep. etc. Serious only 
please, Good gear and 
professional attitude a must. Call 
780-996-3571 any time. 


12070. Studio/Rehearsal Space! 


Rehearsal Spaces Available 
South side 
Call Terry at (780) 708-1241 


2200. Massage Therapy 


HEALING TOUCH MASSAGE 
Relaxing and deeply nourishing. 
Whyte Avenue Area. Non sexual. 
7 days. Almasta 780-405-8765 


13010. Auctions 


WESTERN WORKING Horse 
Sale, Saturday, July 25, 11:00 
A.M. preview Claresholm 
Agriplex. Broke horses all ages, 
stages and levels. 
www.championauctions.ca or call 
Ryan Smith at 403-634-0042. 


3210. Misc. For Sale 


#1A STEEL Building Sale! Save 
up to 60% on your new garage, 
shop, warehouse. 6 colours 
available! 40-year warranty! Free 
shipping first 20 callers! 
1-800-457-2206; 
www.crownsteelbuildings.com. 





$38.95 HOME phone service - 
Reconnect your home phone! No 
one refused - $38.95 monthly - 
$18.95 one time activation - 
$18.95 unlimited long distance. 
Call Choice Tel now! 
1-888-333-1405; 
www.choicetel.ca. 





A FREE Telephone Service - Get 
your first month free. Bad credit, 
don’t sweat it. No deposits. No 
credit checks. Call Freedom 





Phone Lines today. Toll free 
1-866-884-7464. 
AFFORDABLE PHONE 


Reconnection. Bad credit - no 
problem! Call Tembo Telecom 
and ask about our new customer 
special. Sign up online and save 
$20. 1-877-266-6398; 
www.tembo.ca: 





IF YOU'RE TIRED OF 
INEFFICIENT THERAPY. 
Therapeutic Massage. Heidi 
By appointment only 
1-780-868-6139 (Edmonton) 


010. Auctions 


MEIER 2-DAY Classic Car & 
Truck Auction, Saturday and 
Sunday, September 19 & 20, 11 
A.M. Both days. 6016 - 72A 
Avenue, Edmonton. Over 150 
Classics. To consign, call 
780-440-1860. 





MEIER GUN Auction, Saturday, 
August 29, 11 A.M., 6016 - 72A 
Avenue, Edmonton. Over 250 
guns - selling all classes of 
handguns, rifles and shotguns, 
ammo and miscellaneous. Call 





Meier Auction to consign: 
780-440-1860. 
OUTSTANDING ANTIQUE 


Auction: July 25 & 26, 10 A.M., 
Niton Junction - 1 1/2 hours West 
of Edmonton, Hwy. 16, RR 125. 
Shining Bank Auction Ltd., Joe 
7TBO-728-8262. 
Cash/Debit/Visa/MC. GST and 
processing fee apply. Visit: 
www.shiningcabins.net for more 
information: 





SELL YOUR real estate in less 
then 90 days with Hodgins 
Auctioneers Inc. National Online 
Real Estate Auction! 
1-800-667-2075. PL15407. 





THINKING AUCTION! Guarantee 
your results with Ritchie Bros. 
Auctioneers. Whether it's 
equipment, real estate, livestock 
or a complete farm dispersal. 


Contact us today! 
1-800-491-4494 or 
rbauction.com. 

1050. Restaurant/Hotel 


Assistant Manager, The Nest Campus Restaurant & Bar 


The NAIT Students’ Association is currently seeking a 
motivated individual to assist in the management of day-to- 
day operations of The Nest at NAIT. Major responsibilities 
include: supervision of staff, management of inventory using 
MICROS, payroll tracking, cash control and public relations. 
The successful candidate will possess a minimum of two years 
supervisory experience leading and coaching front-of-house 
staff in the delivery of customer-focused service in a multi- 
tasking, detail-orientated hospitality environment. Key attributes 
for this position are strong interpersonal communication skills, 
pro-activeness and solution-driven and solid dependability 
during critical workload periods. Experience with special 

event catering, along with ASIP and/or food safety certification 
would be an asset. The NAIT Students’ Association offers a 
competitive compensation/benefits package including matched 
RRSP contributions, attractive holiday/vacation allocations, 
professional development support, advancement opportunities 


and access to recreation facilities 


Closing Date Monday, July 27th, 2009 by 4:30 pm. 
Submit cover letter and resume to: Shannon Marshall, HR 
Advisor NAIT Students’ Association, Room E-131 11762-106 
Street, Edmonton AB T5G 3H4 or ShannonM@nait.ca No calls 


please. 


ALL NEW QUEEN orthopedic 
pillowtop mattress set. New in 
plastic. Cost $1,100. sacrifice 
$375. King $650. Can deliver. 
780-919-5285. 





METAL SIDING/ROOFING. Best 
prices! 36” Hi-TenToughrib 29ga. 
Galvalume $.65 sq. ft. Colours 


$.79 sq. ft. IN STOCK. 25/30 
year warranty. ALTA-WIDE 
Builders Supplies 


1-888-263-8254. 





METAL SIDING/ROOFING. Best 
prices! 36” Hi-TenToughrib 29ga. 
Galvalume $.63 sq. ft. Colours 
$.76 sq. ft. IN STOCK. 25/30 
year warranty. ALTA-WIDE 
Builders Supplies 
1-888-263-8254. 


9160. ETE 






















these dreams and am 


share them with. 









Serious inquiries only 


LADIES - SINGLE? 


Come Experience Life 
as an Adventure 


lam a successful young businessman 
seeking a charming lady for companionship. 
Looking for someone who enjoys an active 
lifestyle, loves to travel and wants to / 
experience life to the fullest 


| have the means to chase 


looking for a companion to 


Please leave a detailed 
and descriptive message 


780-628-5844 


Interests: dining/wine, movies/theatre. 
sports (golf, tennis), activities. 
(hiking, biking, camping) and exotic travel 


Must be: 23-29, single, non-smoker, - 
slim/athletic build & a nice person 


eyal'e Misc. For Sale 


PROVINCE-WIDE 
CLASSIFIEDS. Reach over 1 
million readers weekly. Only 
$259. + GST (based on 25 words 
or less). Call this newspaper 
NOW for details. 





SKINFIX SUPERIOR — quality 
medicinal cream, relieves 
psoriasis, eczema, sunburn, 


rashes, bites, accelerates healing 
for diabetics and much more. At 
pharmacy, grocery chains 
www.skinfix.ca;1-866-927-2783. 





STEEL BUILDING SALE! 
Canadian manufacturer since 
1980. Easy do-it-yourself 
construction. Permanent, 
temporary or portable. 25X40 
$5,990. 30X50 $9,480. 35X60 
$9,900. 40X80 $15,600. 50X120 
$29,900. Ends optional. Others! 
1-800-668-5422. Pioneer Steel 
Manufactures. 


3220. Misc. Wanted 


FAST CASH for your scrap gold! 
Top prices paid. BBB accredited 
member. Satisfaction 
guaranteed. Call 1-877-446-5357 
or visit: cashforgoldcanada.com 
to order your free kit. 


240. Travel/Trade 


WHOLESALE TIMESHARES - 


ao 


60-80% off retail! Qualified 
buyers. only! Call for free 
Infopack! 1-800-731-8046; 


www.holidaygroup.com/sc. 


4310. Grain/Feed/Hay 


HEATED CANOLA & FLAX 
buying green or damaged 
oilseeds. Buying oats, barley, 
wheat & peas for feed. “On farm 
pick-up”. Westcan Feed and 
Grain 1-877-250-5252. 


003. Real Estate Misc. 


LAC LA HACHE 28 Acres 
bordering Crown land, 4 bed, 3 
bath, creek, pond, heated pool, 
guest cabin, workshop, natural 
gas. Reduced to $479,000. For 
pictures, email 
mecrea @bewireless.com or 
250-396-4688. 


9160. Adult Personals 
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5003. Real Estate. Misc. 


ONLY 5 LEFT! Summer Sale 
Special! Save $5,000. on RV lots 


under $50K. Donna 
403-542-9098; Rory 
403-461-4790; 


www.countrylanervcalgary.com. 


5130. Apartments For Rent 


2 BEDROOM apartment in 
Edmonton, 10606 - 102 Avenue. 
6 appliances, secure building, 
underground package. $1,350. 


includes some utilities, 
References required. Call 
403-362-7429. 


5155. Shared Accomodations 


Shared accommodation. 
Awesome Duplex. Direct Bus to 
NAIT/ GMC: working person, 
respectful student. Shared: 
entrance/ laundry/ cable/ internet, 
util., included, N/S, N/P, $490, 
Available: Now 
Ph: (780)637-4858 


5800. Manuf. Homes - Sale 


2008 MODELS priced to sell. 16, 
18 and 20 wides from $79,900. 
Best priced homes in Alberta. A1 
Homes Red Deer, 
1-877-303-2244. Local 
403-314-2244. 


22', 20'", AND 16’ WIDE Homes. 
Fantastic floor plans and pricing. 
Gourmet kitchen homes. Call 
today for plans. Best Buy Homes, 
Red Deer, 1-877-396-5564. 
Airdrie 1-877-275-5555. 


EOS PHONE: 430-9003 | Fax: 432-1102 | EMAIL: classifieds@see.greatwest.ca_ 





7245. Misc. Services 


1ST / 2ND / 3RD MORTGAGES. 
Good or bad credit. If you own a 
home - we'll lend you money. Its 
that simple! Fast, professional & 


friendly service (since 1969) 
Alpine Mortgage 
1-877-486-2161; 


www.AlpineMortgage.ca 





A CRIMINAL RECORD? Have 
trouble getting a job or travelling 
to the U.S.? We'll clear your 
name. Better Business Bureau 
Certified. Pardon's/Waivers. Toll 
free 1-800-507-8043; 
www.,pardongranted.ca. 





CLEAN DRIVING RECORD? 
Grey Power could save you up to 
$400. on your car insurance. Call 
1-888-623-5050 for a  no- 


obligation quote. Open 
weekends. 

CRIMINAL RECORD? Think; 
Canadian pardon. U.S. travel 


waiver. (24 hour record check). 


Divorce? Simple. Fast. 
Inexpensive. Debt recovery? 
Alberta collection to $25,000. 
Cx “a | g a r 


403-228-1300/1-800-347-2540 
9005. Personals 


100s of HOT urban singles 

are looking to hookup NOW 
Try it FREE! 18+ 
780-401-2332 ** 403-770-079 





CLEAROUT SALE. Choice of 
new 16 of 20 wide homes. 
Special purchase selling at below 
new replacement cost. Free 
delivery in Alberta. Jandel Homes 
1-800-463-0084; 
www,jandelhomes.com. 


CROSS COUNTRY HOMES: 
20X76 Manufactured home - 
1520 sq. ft., $119,400. , living 
room and great room. Receive 
Air Miles® reward miles with your 
purchase. 780-470-8000 or 
www.crosscountryhomes.com. 


NEWLY DESIGNED homes 
arriving daily. Check out the 
fabulous decors' and the new 
Expresso cabinets. All homes 


priced to sell. Call 
Commonwealth Homes 
1-800-341-6675. 


SAVE 20000. 1540 sq. ft. Too 
many options to list. Includes 
delivery within 100 miles, Check 
out the new 16 and 20 wides. 
Call Alberta Custom Homes 
1-800-347-5590. 


WHY SPRING CLEAN; it’s time 
to custom design your new 
home. Your vision, your colours 
and the savings in your pocket. 
16’ wides start at $82,000. 20° 
wides at $86,700. Call Pleasant 
Homes today at 780-939-3584 or 
1-866-962-0238. 


BANKRUPT? BAD CREDIT? Call 
us! All makes and models. 
Professional credit rebuilders. 
Delivery Available. Call Garth 
403-888-5593 or 
1-866-476-1938. Cavalcade Auto 
Acceptance Corp., serving 
Alberta for 20 years. 


NEED A VEHICLE? Need cash? 
Up to $6000. cash back! 
Guaranteed approvals! Over 400 
vehicles to choose from. Call Will 
or Ashley today! 1-888-289-8935. 


SAVE UP TO $400. on your car 
surance. Clean driving record? 
Call Grey Power today at 
1-866-428-0890 for a 








Motorcycles 


MOTORCYCLE INSTRUCTOR 
needed for Fairview Campus, 
GPRC. Fax: 780-539-2854 Ch 
e m a i | 
humanresources @gprc.ab.ca. 


LOVE! Money! Life! #1 Psychics! 
1-877-478-4410, Credit 
cards/deposit $3.19/minute. 18+. 
1-900-783-3800; 
\www.mysticalconnections.ca. 


Misc. Services 
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Absolutely HOT chat! 18+ 
free to try, local singles waiting 
780-669-2323 ** 403-770-0990 





ALL HOT SEXY BABES 
talk dirty After Hours! 
Try it FREE! 18+ 


780-665-0808 ** 403-313-3330 





DATING SERVICE. 
term/short-term relationships, 
free calls! 1-877-297-9883. 
Exchange voice messages, voice 
mailboxes 1-888-534-6984, Live 
adult casual conversations - 1 on 
1 - 1-866-311-9640, Meet on 
chat-lines. Local single ladies 
1-877-804-5381 (18+). 


Long- 





LOOK GREAT. Feel great. Lose 
weight. Results guaranteed. Get 
a free info kit & no-obligation 
consultation. Sign up today, save 


$200. Call Herbal Magic 
1-800-926-4363. 
9300. Adult Talk 


9450. 


Adult Massage 












Brown Sugars 
6817-104St 780-430-9112 
THE ORIGINAL 


#1 For Black & International 
ladies 
** 5 new Ladies! ** 
20yrs experience 
brownsugarsspa.com 


NORTHSIDE STUDIO 


11910-127Ave main floor 
Come Out And Play 


780-452-7440 
42919886-002 
www.northsidestudio.biz 


PASSIONS SPA 


Crissy - Gorgeous blue eyed 
blonde. Busty, tanned and toned. 
Mae-Ling - Sweet and Sexy 
exotic Asian doll. Slender figure. 
Dora - Cute young black girl, fall 
and slim. 

Kaitlyn - Stunningly tall 
curvaceous busty blonde. 
Isabelle - Booty-liscious petite 
green-eyed sexy brunette. 

Faith - Extremely busty blonde 
with slender figure. 

Talia - Busty Spanish beauty with 
long dark hair. 

Nya - Busty DD Exotic Puerto 
Rican. 

Chelsea - Fit, athletic, busty red- 
head. 

Liv - Tall, beautiful, brunette, 
naturally busty. 

Nicky - Cute girl next door, 
naturally busty, sandy brunette. 
Domika - Nicely shaped blonde 
Offers fetish fantasies. 

Luv - Petite busty blonde show 
girl. 


































9947 - 63Ave, Argyll Plaza 
Wwww.passionsspa.com 
780-414-6521 


42987342 


9300. 


Adult Talk 


CURIOUS LOCAL BI GUYS 
Call 780-409-3337 

or 800-777-8000 

Free w/code 8104 

www. interactivemale.com 





HOT Friends with GREAT 
Benefits. 
Call 780-490-2258 or 
800-210-1010 
Free w/code 4995 
www.livelinks.com 


ALL MALE. LOCAL CHAT. 
CALL FREE: code 2305 


T8043. N22 


1.900.451.2853 (75 min/S24*) 






Try Crutseline Text tor free. Text “xtra” to SFREE 
Get time online now! wrerw.cruiseline.ca 





9300. 


Adult Talk 






HOT LIVE GIRLS 
1-888- 
847-1315 


LEO (uty 23- AUGUST 22) 

Like a flame, you jump from log to log in 
the flick of an eye. This weekend, though, 
you could jump too far or high thinkin’ 
it's dry only to find yourself on wet wood 
with an awful fight tryin’ to get it to 
ignite. Before you don't get burned, think 
it over twice and seek out some friendly 
advice! 


VIRGO (AUGUST 23 - SEPTEMBER 22) 

Like any newborn, your new endeavour 
needs help surviving this sensitive period, 
so play the part of the mewling, feeble 
infant. That way, by the time you hit the 
terrible twos, your tutors will already be 
too attached to return you, This week, 
be as cuddly as you can before you begin 
undertaking your plan! 


LIBRA (sePTEMBER 23 - OCTOBER 22) 

The watchword for this week is economi- 
cal. Savin’ greenbacks don’t mean you 
can't be the stylish fashion plate you 
were born to be. Fashion's about recyclin’ 
anyway,,SO you just gotta go to thriftin’ 
for duds, dumpster divin' to add dash to 
your décor, and garage salin’, where you'll 
dig up goodies galore! 


SCORPIO (octoweR 23 - NOVEMBER Z1) 
| You'll have innumerable opportunities 
| to operate on a purely primal level this 
| week, but some contemplation should 
| be attempted before jumpin’ into the 
| proverbial primordial pit. One particularly 
| Persuasive person who holds power over 
| you is happy to help you over the preci- 
| pice, Look at how they'll profit before 
you leap! 


_ You can contact The Kid at cruisinthecosmos@hotmail.com 
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CRUISIN’ THE COSMOS: 


SAGITTARIUS (NOVEMBER 22 - DECEMBER 21) 


Backstabbin’ can be easy with the bow 'n’ 


arrow set. You can hit the bull's-eye from 
blocks away without gettin’ any messy 
hemoglobin on your new outfit. But 
hopefully you're better than that and can 
see that if you ain't where you wanna be, 
only hard work, not bein’ a jerk, is what'll 
set you free! 


CAPRICORN (DECEMBER 22 - JANUARY 19) 
Before the weekend you'll be like Midas, 
and everything you touch'll turn to gold. 
Just don't let it get the better of you. 
When things get golden so suddenly, 
people tend to get a li'l loopy. Be sure 

not to make the same mistake and when 
your ego hits overdrive this week, put on 
the brakes! 


AQUARIUS (JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18) 
You're not the type to say “Hey, that’s 
OK,” and be quietly content with not 
gettin’ your way. That's why it's weird 
that in the past li'l while, the part of 

you responsible for pursuin’ your dream 
hasn't been given time in your daily 
routine. This week that should be endin’ 
with the mental and physical energy the 
cosmos is sendin’! 


PISCES (FEBRUARY 19 - MARCH 20) 

In the middle of the week, it'll be cartoon 
light-bulb time and solutions of all sorts'll 
pop into your mind, the most meaningful 
being a peaceful resolution to a recent dis- 
putation. Not only will you be in a happier 
place, it'll also increase your reputation 
and you can profit from your wisdom 
through your skills in mediation! 


ARIES (MARCHZ!- APRIL 19) 

You, impulsive? Never! You're far too 
clever to jump into either the fryin' pan or 
the fire. Except, that is, in matters of the 
heart's desire. Then you're in like Flynn and 
fervently let those flames flicker at your 
feet, one blazin’ with love and the other 
with hate. Too bad you never notice those 
hotfoats until it’s too tate! 


TAURUS (APRIL 20 -MAY 20) 

Destruction! Mayhem! Havoc! Things for 
a Taurus to fear? Nay! You can face the 
chaos with dread but richer men have 
said that war is good for the wallet. Ever 
hear of the military-industrial complex? 
They're makin’ fistfuls until folks lay 
down their pistols. This week, you'll have 
your own opportunity to profit from 
pandemonium! 


GEMINI (MAY 721 - JUNE 20) 

Hold on a second, speedy. Before under- 
takin’ your devious plot, you might wanna 
make sure that when the dust clears, you 
can stand proud and say there are no flies 
on you at the end of the day. Y’see, what 
they buzz around ain't Shinola and if you 
ain't full of it, they'll go away! 


CANCER (JUNE 21-JuLy22) 

You're the maternal sign of the zodiac 
and mommas make do with less when 
they got a young'un in the nest. If you 
want what you're tryin’ to nurture to one 
day become fully mature, you'll have to 
give up something you love that’s useless. 
Success depends on your judgment here 
bein’ ruthless! 




















ersonals 
get crazy, get serious, get social! 


The easiest and fastest way to 
meet new Le hae in Edmontens 
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SOLUTION TO LAST WEEK'S PUZZLE 
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-WORDS, THAT IS 
JONESIN’ CROSSWORD BY MATT JONES 


©2008 Jonesin’ Crosswords (editor@jonesincrosswords.com) 
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ACROSS 

Fine 

0 Outlines 

15 Dan the Automator’s instru- 
ment 

16 Anticipate 

7 Takes part in 

8 Harvey Wallbanger ingredient 
9 Like some car air fresheners 
20 Does some clerical work 

22 Actress Shaye of “There's 
Something About Mary” 

23 Leaning typeface: abbr. 





74 Airline in “Catch Me If You Can” 


25 Cracker brand named after a 
hotel 

26 Noise 

77 Herbert of the “Pink Panther” 
Series 

28 “Old MacDonald” noise 

30 Effect on the community 

34 It was big news in 1999 


37 Toy that originally used a 100- 


watt light bulb 

39 Game within walls 

42 It's like finishing H.S. 

43 Baby (girl involved in the 
first heart transplant from a 
baboon) 

44 “That feels good,” to a tabby 
45 Online birthday greeting 


48 Parks it 

49 Dorm leaders, for short 

50 First place mentioned in the 
Beach Boys’ “Kokomo” 


5] ‘That's _ Took” (Gram Parsons 
song) 

52 “Only Time __” (Loretta Lynn 
song) 

54 Japanese place for couples 
56 Available for rent 

57 Way, way too big for one’s 
britches 

58 “My stars!” 

59 Beams up 

DOWN 


| Aptly titled 1996 Tom Arnold 
dud, with “The” 

2 Military stockpile 

3 Military stockpile 

4 Get ready to be knighted 

5 Macy Gray's first hit 

6 Bitch and moan 

7 Cable network unlikely to air 
repeats of “The Sopranos” 

8 Liquid portion of fat 

9 “Signs” band 

10 Restrooms, in Britain 
Tl“Sands of __ Jima” (John Wayne 
movie) 

12 Part of a fil-in-the-blanks 


game 
13 Mister Khrushchev 
14 Sestina section 
71 Raised to hold back water 
24 Buffing tool 
25Pi,e.g. 
27 Actor Lorenzo 
29 Covered with spots 
31 “Chances are, ‘cause___asilly 
grin...” 
32 Orioles’ org. 
33 Small rocks in.a walkway 
35 Lens accessory for photogra- 
phers 
36 Most muscly 
36 Gets cozy 
39 Drink for which “lymon” was 
coined 
40 Cleveland's home 
4] Octopus in a Disney film 
46 Lamp base, in French (fromthe 
French for “ass”) 
4] Overhead 
48 “Hobo Humpin' __ Babe” (‘90s 
hit for Whale) 
Court figs. 
5] “Just__, skip...” 
53 Roulette bet 
55 Before, in poetry 
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Tattoo Remivel 


Certified Laser Specialists 
Free Consultations /Competitive Rates 


Proud to offef the mast effective 
tattoo remavat loser on the market today 





Second Shin 


Li / 4 wl secondskinremoval.com 
_ Located in Crge? Tatton 
A eT, 17 Ae 
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Denise Haak sits in a hearse after participating in the downtown Capital Ex Parade 
with members of the River City Zombie Committee and 


Western Canadian Hearse Club. 
PHOTO BY BEN LEMPHERS 
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by the practicality of having to get elected. 


JESSICA EARLE SPOKE WITH EDMONTON 
GREEN PARTY PIONEER DAVID PARKER 
BEFORE LAST OCTOBER'S FEDERAL 
ELECTION 





David Parker, a forefather of the Green Party in Ed- 
monton ... marvels at the changing demographics of 
who counts as Green. Back when he got involved, he 
says, the idea of evolving into a credible party was 
“embryonic. Most members found the political sphere 
disenchanting. “We weren't into strategy,” he says, 
“[and we weren't] constrained by the practicality of 
having to get elected, having to raise a lot of money 
and all that stuff.” 
Parker and his colleagues had tapped into the more 
~ephemeral sides of the movement, but there was a 
_ longing to put something more tangible into practice. 
At present, the Green Party continues this precarious 


~ ut 


evolution between its ideological, activist roots, and 
the newer side of calculated, pragmatic politics. And 
for many, this political bridle suggests environmen- 
tal pioneers are handing over the reins of the very 
movement they started, 

“Maybe [the success of the Green Party] will ulti- 
mately involve backing away from it and letting the 
other political types take over,” Parker says. 

He likens this transition to the one made in the late 
1970s by the German Fundies — a group of politi- 
cized hippies who swallowed their distaste for orga- 
nized government out of a need to gain mainstream 
support. Leaders from disparate social movements 
pooled their resources. They cut their free-flowing 
hair and started speaking through conventional 
channels. And people listened. Germany has had one 
of the most successful, longest-running Green Par- 
ties in the world ever since. 
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